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Belle Plaine Police Department Toy Drive 
 

PRESS RELEASE 
 

November 1, 2026 
 

Tis the season of giving, and once again the Belle Plaine Police Department is sponsoring the 12th 
Annual Toy Drive that gives brand new toys to children in need. From November 9th until December 23rd, 
the Belle Plaine Police Department will be accepting donations for the Belle Plaine Police Department 
Toy Drive. All donated toys will be distributed to local children who are far less fortunate.  
 
Last year, the generous Belle Plaine community donated over 1,000 toys. The officers had a wonderful 
time giving back to the community last year, and hope this year will be just as successful. Unfortunately, 
some families will be unable to purchase gifts for their children this holiday season. This is an opportunity 
to help someone in need. 
 
Collection will kick off on Monday November 9th.  We will start distributing toys to families on Tuesday, 
December 8th.  Although we will collect toys until Tuesday, December 23rd, we ask that you donate as 
soon as you can, so families can have a good selection of toys to choose from. All toys should be new 
and unwrapped. Gifts are accepted for children up to 18 years of age. Realistic looking toy weapons and 
gifts with food, if donated, will not be distributed.  
 
Families in need of toys can call the Belle Plaine Police Department Monday through Friday (7:00 a.m. – 
3:30 p.m.) to make an appointment to shop.    
 
While purchasing items for smaller children is a pretty simple task, donors often wonder what to get pre-
teens. We recommend sporting equipment, board games, books, hand-held electronics and gift cards.  
 
Drop off locations will be at City of Belle Plaine, Belle Plaine Family Dental, Hardware Hank, Coborn’s, 
First National Bank-Minnesota, Cornerstone State Bank, Matt Saxe Chevrolet, Our Lady of the Prairie 
Church, Trinity Lutheran Church, St. John’s Lutheran Church, River Rock Church, Belle Plaine High 
School, Oakcrest Elementary, Chatfield Elementary, Kingsway Retirement Living, Spero Senior Living, 
Strait Smiles, Riverview Coffee and Belle Plaine Police Department. 
  
Feel free to contact Belle Plaine Police Department with any questions (952) 873-4307, option #2. 
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O.L.P. School News
IN  CHRIS   WE GROW

& CLASSROOM REPORT

Preschool
Troy Hayes

Connor Jacobs
Neil Junge

Josephine Koehn
Congratulations Graduates!

A Word from Father . . .

As fall approaches, we are grateful for the blessings of school and learning. Education helps us to realize the omnipotence
of God and all that he has bestowed upon humanity. In order to be good stewards of creation, we need to learn so that we
can make the world a better place. As Christians we bring that unique flavor to the world that has the understanding of God
as the author of all. Our duty is to become familiar with God’s gifts and use them appropriately so that we can grow in
holiness which makes us more like God. Since we have been so highly blessed our responsibility becomes to share those
blessings and make God’s love known to all.

Thanks to everyone for the success of our annual Prayer Marathon. It is an important fundraiser for our school, but even
more is the opportunity to be together, do something for our own spiritual lives, and spend time with God. Prayer is simply
that. My prayer is that our school may continue to provide a rigorous Catholic education in Belle Plaine for many
generations yet to come.

 God bless you, Father Michael Kaluza

A Message From The Principal . . .

October Saint of the Month:  Saint Luke, Pray for Us

We are so blessed
Our Lady of the Prairie Catholic School is blessed with an incredibly 

      talented, hard working team.
CSCOE Summit of Excellence - Eight attended from OLP – rich learning
opportunities
Friday, October 23 Raking leaves service project (PreK-4th grades)
Thursday, October 29 Great Pumpkin Bingo 
Students and families worked to support and exceed our Prayer Marathon
goal of $13,000
Thank you to our parishioners for supporting our Catholic School.

 
 2026-2027 School Year

Enrollment growth
Eleven new preschoolers and families have enrolled since Sept. 1st
31 preschool students now enrolled
65 Total students enrolled PreK-6th grade as of 10/26/26

 

Here’s what’s happening in the classrooms . . .

Preschool Rom #1

October has taught us all about praying the Rosary. They have become
more aware of how they make the sign of the cross when praying, along
with when they enter church and take Holy Water. They have worked on
genuflecting upon entering/exiting church. They have also learned about
safety, and being healthy.

All these things are learned at school but mostly by them being modeled to
the students by those around them as they are always watching the adults
around them, soaking everything up. So let us remember to model those
behaviors as we go about our daily lives so that we may set a
good/positive example for our youth.

As we wrap up the month of October we look back on completing the Prayer
Marathon and how we were thankful to everyone who donated to our school
and asked us to pray for their special requests. Which brings us to the
month of November where we give many thanks for everything in our lives.
 
Many Blessings, Miss Pint

Congratulations!
Student Saints of the Month:

Kindergarten - Emery Schneider
1st Grade - Elias Villanea
2  & 3  Grade - Evie Simonnd rd

4th Grade - Sadie Scheffler
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Preschool Room #2

Our students are enjoying new projects and have learned many

things. This month we've been busy writing, counting, and

sounding out words. This time of year is always such an

exciting period of developing, sharing, making new friends. A

few themes we explored are Fire Prevention & Safety, the

students took a walk for a tour of the Belle Plaine Fire

Department. "Nutrition" theme, learning healthy eating and the

food groups. Also,"Harvest and Pumpkins" the students

enjoyed learning the Life Cycle of a pumpkin and were able to 

recognize the five steps of the cycle, (seed, sprout, flower, 

green pumpkin, orange pumpkin). "Harvest" theme: we talked about the crops, equipment farmers use during harvest time. The

students also enjoy weekly Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, they have been learning about the altar and the important items

used in Mass. Lastly, we enjoyed our Halloween themed fun activities and school parade.

Harvest Blessings, Mrs. Smith

Here’s what’s happening in the classrooms (continued) . . .

Kindergarten

This month was full of busy fun!

Kindergarten participated in the Prayer

Marathon, learned about Monarch

Butterflies with Scott County, went to

the Monarch Butterfly Institute to see

where our compost goes, and we also

went to the Belle Plaine Fire Station

during fire safety week. We painted

pumpkins, and made pumpkin sun-

catchers.

In Believe and Read, we worked on the

letter a, c, and I. We worked on the

letter name, sound, and recognition in

words.

1st Grade

First Grade has been filled with blessings in the month of

October! Our written and spoken words are starting to grow

from basic three sounds words to five sound words.

Learning the rules of the English language is so interesting

to a student. 

Hearing the announcement that our school's Prayer

Marathon goal was exceeded definitely got cheers of joy

from our room. 

We are learning about maps and traits of animals - God's

creation is amazing!

Mrs. Lemke

In Math, we worked on counting, comparing and

understanding numbers 0-5. Kindergarten is working really

hard on writing our numbers and learning work form.

In Religion, we learned about the friends of Jesus.

Kindergarten started CGS and are becoming more and more

reverent!

In Social Students, we learned about the role of Firefighters,

and in Science we learned about Autumn and how pumpkins

grow.

Ms. Hardel
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Our class went on several field trips this month; Monarch Joint Venture, Belle Plaine Fire House, SCSC Science and Nature

Conference, Dodge Nature Center, and Orchestra Hall. In house field trip- Scott County Prairie Education in our OLP School

Garden. Here is a look at what our second and third graders have been up to across our subjects:

Reading and Language Arts: Grade 2: Deepened their understanding about gardens, how to garden, community gardens, and

mice. Grade 3: Gained insight about turtles, reptiles and the seasons. Explored the culture and geography of Korea.

Math: Grade 2: Built confidence with subtraction within 20. Grade 3: Increased skills in addition within 100 and subtraction

within 100.. Both Grades: Deepened their understanding in foundational math skills through small-group math enrichment and

interactive classroom practice.

Science and C- STEM: Our young scientists studied the circle of life. Students explored topics including animal life cycles,

environmental changes and engineering, pollination and plant reproduction through games and interactive activities. Additionally,

students continue to enjoy and grow through our weekly C-STEM sessions.

Social Studies: Students continue to learn about diverse communities across the United States. We also stay connected to

current events by reading and discussing Scholastic News twice a month.

Religion: Our faith continues to guide our days. This month, students: planned and actively participated in school Mass. 3rd

Grade students attended an altar server refresher class. Joined together in prayer during Divine Mercy and school Rosary times.

Learned about The Sermon on The Mount and Beatitudes. Reflected on the life and virtues of Saint Luke.

Enrichment: Students made homemade salsa from the produce of our school’s garden. With pride students 

served salsa and chips to the entire school and staff.  Blessings, Mrs. Eischens

2nd & 3rd Grades

In the month of October the highlight was our school’s marathon. 

Students prayerfully walked two afternoons to raise money for our

beautiful school. Thank you to the OLP community who supported 

our students and school; your immense generosity is greatly 

appreciated!

4th Grade

Mrs. Moonen’s fourth grade stars have been busy learning,

exploring, and discovering through hands-on experiences both 

inside and outside the classroom!

We proudly participated in the 3rd Annual Hook and Cook at Cedar

Lake Farms, where s tudents caught numerous sunfish, learned 

how to fillet them, and even enjoyed eating their catch! 

This exciting experience wrapped up our science lessons on pond

ecosystems and fish anatomy.

Our outdoor learning continued with a visit to the Monarch Joint

Venture Institute, where we checked on the progress of our food-

waste composting project and learned more about the important 

role compost plays in caring for our environment and being good

stewards of God’s Earth. At the Ney Center, students collected

seeds on the prairie while learning about native plants and the

importance of preserving our natural spaces. We also visited the 

Belle Plaine Fire Department to learn valuable fire-safety lessons and how to stay safe in an emergency.

Back in the classroom, our learning has been just as exciting! In Social Studies and Language Arts, we have been discussing

segregation and learning about Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and his important role in the Civil Rights Movement. We are also

exploring the regions of the United States in Social Studies and tackling very, very large numbers in Math as we strengthen our

place-value and addition skills.
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Art

K-3: This month, we studied the “Princess of Polka Dots,” Japanese

artist Yayoi Kusama. Art brought a calming peace to Kusama when 
she struggled with her feelings. She was particularly drawn to polka 
dots and the shapes of pumpkins, featuring them in many paintings,
sculptures, infinity room installations and more. Students drew their 
own pumpkins, painted them with polka dots and placed them on a
“net” in the style of Kusama.

4: Our next project featured the Hawaiian Islands as we studied Tiki

sculpture, deeply rooted in Polynesian mythology. Tikis represented
deities or tribal ancestors in hopes they would bring protection. We
discussed the similarities between Polynesian mythology and 
Christianity - including common themes in the Creation story - as well
as major differences. Students then designed Tikis on paper, formed
them in clay and painted traditional and non-traditional details.

Blessings, Mrs. Vandermark

Physical Education

The wonderful October weather lended to opportunities

for outside exercise and recreation. With new soccer

nets, the students have been enjoying this activity.

Mr. Palo

This year's Belle Plaine High School Drama Department's fall musical
is "The Music Man". Performance dates are Nov 13-15 & Nov 20-22.
We are excited to announce that there are seven OLP Alumni involved
with the production. Break a leg OLP Alumni!

MJ Kurvers            Stella Scheff        Heather Sutherland
Liam Gleason        John Shudy          Quinnlyn Gleason
William Scheff

Tickets are on SALE! 
https://belleplaine.booktix.com/dept/main/e/TMM

Carolyn Gleason, OLP School Music Instructor

Music

Preschool music class has been so fun! Students are practicing
singing their name and keeping steady beats. We’ve been singing
songs about fall and practicing fast and slow motions. 

Kindergarten and First grade classes are exploring rhythms. 2nd-4th

graders will be attending Orchestra Hall this week for a performance

of Tchaikovsky‘s Peter and the Wolf. We have been preparing them by

studying different instruments of the Orchestra. 

4th Grade
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