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IN  CHRIS   WE GROW

& CLASSROOM REPORT

A Word from Father . . .

As we begin a new school year, it is an exciting time with lots of anticipation. We expect this to be a year filled with the love

and joy of learning, growing in holiness and devotion. Each Wednesday the children will be singing at Mass, generously

sharing their talents with all who are able to worship that day. I hope that you will come for the joy that the children will

share.

There is great enthusiasm in our halls with teachers dedicated to the Catholic mission of the school and families making

sacrifices to ensure that their children will receive a Catholic education. I am very grateful for all that so many do to

continue the tradition of our school. Please help to spread the word that our parish and school are moving in positive

directions. You help to share the enthusiasm and joy all over Belle Plaine and I am appreciative.
 
God bless you, Father Michael Kaluza

Welcome to preschool! We are so excited that our preschool program has grown so much

that we have needed another classroom!

With the beginning of the new school year means new friends and new teachers and new

routines. The month of September has been all about that. During the month of September

we learned about apples, did apple taste testing, apple crafts and to end it we took our first

field trip to Ferguson’s apple orchard.

A Message From The Principal . . .

September Saint of the Month:  Saint Clare of Assisi, Pray for Us

We are so blessed

Our Lady of the Prairie Catholic School is blessed with an incredibly 

talented, hard working team.

First round of Math and Reading testing and assessments completed

First all school field trip to Ferguson's Apple Orchard was a huge success

September all school Rosary and Divine Mercy Chaplet (led in song by Mrs.

Gleason were beautiful in worship and prayer.

This prayerful, hardworking community is a special place for children and

families.

Thank you to our parishioners for supporting our Catholic School.
 
 2026-2027 School Year

Enrollment growth

36% growth - K-4th grade students

35% growth - Preschool students

41% growth - Number of total families

Second Preschool Room has been added

Music Room has been moved across the street to the Holy Childhood Building

 

Here’s what’s happening in the classrooms . . .

 Student Congratulations

 September Saint of the Month Honors

4th grade - Charli Baltus

2nd-3rd grade - Elyse Elliott

1st grade - Esme Otto

Kindergarten - Ledger Sonnenburg

Preschool Room #1

We’ve learned a couple Bible stories. We did 

a rainbow science experiment using skittles 

and warm water to pull the rainbow colors off 

the candy to tie, in God’s Promise.

Our other themes were all about Trees full of wonder where we would

go explore the trees outside then discuss what we saw and draw

those things as well. We have also been going to Mass every

Wednesday, to music & going to the library. We look forward to a

wonderful school year together.

Many Blessings, 

Ms. Pint
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Here’s what’s happening in the classrooms (continued) . . .

Kindergarten

It has been a good start to the school year! The Kindergarteners

have been working hard on the big transition. We have been

working on many life skills, but most importantly, kindness. In one

of our books, we read about school communities and in another

about how we can fill our buckets, but also the buckets of others.

In Believe and Read we have been focusing on letter formation.

We also worked on listening closely to the sounds around us, so

then we can listen closely to the letter sounds and identify the

letter.

In Math we worked on sorting. We sorted objects that were

different, alike, based on color, shape and size.

In Religion, we are talking about Jesus, and how we should always

lean on him. He is our Good Shepherd; we are his sheep. We are

excited to start Catechesis of the Good Shepherd soon.

Ms. Hardel

Preschool Room #2

We are so excited to welcome our new and returning preschool families. Our main goal is helping your child feel safe, loved

secured in their new school routine. With our themes: "How Do Apples Grow/" an apple moves from a tiny seed to a mature tree

that produces delciious fruit. The students learned the Life Cycle of an apple. Other activities include, Letters, Numbers, Shapes,

and Colors. We attend weekly mass on Wednesdays along with Music and Library. We took our first field trip to the Ferguson

Apple Orchard. The students had an enjoyable day.

Blessings to All, Mrs. Smith

1st Grade

Hello Families,

As the new season begins, we’re excited to share what has

all been happening.

First grade and Kindergarten joined together in the outdoor

space early in September to feel the grass, cement, sand,

and tree bark with our feet! We enjoyed playing a tag game

together as well.

Another fun start was learning how ice cream is made and

then making some with coffee creamer pods!

We paired with second grade science learning about the first

cartoon made and then followed up making flip books. We

are also learning about animal traits in science class.

First grade is working hard with concepts in addition to ten.

We are tapping out words, reading sentences, and learning

about punctuation marks.

In religion we are learning about parables of the Kingdom of

God and that God created everything out of love.

Blessings, Mrs. Hennen
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2nd &3rd Grades

September has been a wonderful month

filled with exploration, hands-on

learning, and spiritual growth. Here is a

look at what our second- and third-

graders have been up to across our

subjects:

Our class went on a field trip to

Ferguson’s Apple Orchard. The students

had a fantastic time participating in

hands-on activities and learning

firsthand how an apple orchard operates

as a business!

Reading and Language Arts: Grade 2:

Explored the culture and geography of

Venezuela, and learned about

libraries.Grade 3: Traveled across the

globe through stories about Paris, the

Eiffel Tower, and unique foods like figs.

Math: Grade 2: Built confidence with

addition facts within 20. Grade 3: 

Strengthened their number sense through place-value studies. Both Grades: Deepened their understanding through small-group

math enrichment and interactive classroom practice.

Science and C- STEM: Our young scientists dove into fossils and shifting environments. We explored topics including animal

habitats, changes over time, dinosaur evidence, and trace fossils through games and interactive activities. Additionally, students

continue to enjoy and grow through our weekly C-STEM sessions.

Social Studies: Students began investigating diverse communities across the United States. We also stay connected to current

events by reading and discussing Scholastic News twice a month.

Religion: Our faith continues to guide our days. This month, students: planned and actively participated in school Mass. Joined

together in prayer during Divine Mercy and school Rosary. Attended weekly Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (CGS). Learned

about Jesus’ teachings on the Kingdom of God and the calling of the Apostles. Reflected on the life and virtues of Saint Clare of

Assisi.

Blessings, Mrs. Eischens

4th Grade

The 4th grade is off to a great start to their school year! We recently traveled to Hocokata Ti for an engaging Native

American Studies experience, where students had the opportunity to learn more about the history, culture, and

traditions of the Dakota people. We also visited the Ney Center for a pond study, where students explored pond

ecosystems and learned more about the plants, animals, and habitats found in and around the water. Back at

school, we continue to care for and learn in our prayer gardens, making connections between stewardship, nature,

and our faith. In the classroom, our Language Arts and Math learning is adding up well as students continue to grow

in their skills and confidence. It has been a busy and blessed time of learning for our 4th grade Stars!

Mrs. Moonen
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Music

We are off to a great start with music at OLP! My

music room is now across the street in the Holy

Childhood building. As our student body has been

growing, I have been excited to witness the musical

talent we have at OLP. We started the year off by

having our older students participate in a cantor

workshop. Cantoring is a big part of celebrating

children's Mass. Younger students are reviewing

sight singing and rhythms. Our preschoolers are

singing and playing fun music games. I am excited

for the school year and the amazing things we will

accomplish!

Carolyn Gleason

School Music Instructor

Physical Education

We are learning about exercising and how important it is to warmup before we begin play. It is a blessing to bring physical

education twice a week to our OLP students.

God Bless!

Mr. Palo

ART

I’m excited to begin another school year of art 

at OLP and to introduce students to a variety of

artistic genres and techniques!

K-3: Our first Famous Artist for this year is Henri

Rousseau, a French self-taught artist who

painted imaginative jungle scenes using Paris

gardens and zoos as his guide. Students

created a jungle scene paper collage that

harkens Rousseau’s “primitive” style.

4: In our first Global Art unit, we learned about

the royal origins of kente cloth from Ghana and

then made a paper version by weaving strips of

patterned and colorful paper on a paper “loom.”

Blessings, 

Mrs. Vandermark
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