










July 2026
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

28 29 30 1 2 3 4

Father Kaluza Out of Office           

Missionary Appeal Weekend    

w/Father Joseph Madanu                      

8:00am d. N. & K. Larson             

10:00am For the Parish

Father Kaluza Out of Office              

Father James DeVorak Presiding 

6:30pm d. Rev. Dennis C. Kampa

8:30am d. Mavis Wolf                

12:00pm Ecumenical Lunch

8:30am d. Dorothy Renn Parish Office Closed                  

8:30am Larry Heier

Independence Day                        

4:15pm d. Susan Fahey

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

8:00am d.Emmett & Helen McCue    

10:00am For the Parish

Parish Office Closed                  Father Kaluza Out of Office           

Father Roger Hessian Presiding               

6:30pm d. Mike Duffy                      

7:00pm KC Meeting (PH)

Father Kaluza Out of Office           

Father Roger Hessian Presiding   

8:30am d. Bob Kirsch

Father Kaluza Out of Office           

Father Roger Hessian Presiding      

8:30am d. Keith & Kathy Noll 

Parish Office Closed                  

Father Kaluza Out of Office           

Father Roger Hessian Presiding   

8:30am d.Bernice W & Bernette B.  

4:15pm liv. Dcn. Bob & Sallie Raleigh       

Totus Tuus (July 11-July 18)

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

Totus Tuus (July 11-July 18)                    

8:00am CCW Members                        

10:00am For the Parish                                      

Treats & Fellowship - Hosted by CUF     

7:00pm Marriage Encounter (RH)

Totus Tuus (July 11-July 18) Totus Tuus (July 11-July 18)               

12N Deanery Meeting in CR 

11:30am liv. Dcn. Bob Raleigh           

1:30pm Kingsway Mass                      

6:30pm d. Marilyn Johnson

Totus Tuus (July 11-July 18)               

10:00am Office Staff Meeting             

8:30am d. Dick Hayden           

11:30am Rev. Robert Monaghan     

Totus Tuus (July 11-July 18)               

8:30am d. Pat Bigaouette                   

11:30am Larry Heier                       

2:00pm Mass Lutheran Home

Parish Office Closed                  

Totus Tuus (July 11- July 18)               

8:30am d. Gary McCue                   

11:30am d. Steve Oakes                

Bar-B-Q Days (July 17-19)

Totus Tuus (July 11- July 18)                 

12:00pm School in BBQ Parade     

4:15pm d. Jane Patronik                

Bar-B-Q Days (July 17-19)

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

8:00am For the Parish                    

10:00am d. Mike Fahey                            

Bar-B-Q Days (July 17-19)

1:30pm Kingsway Mass                          

6:30pm d. Michael Duffy

8:30am d.& liv. Mike & Shirley 

Fogarty (Anniv.)

8:30am d. Susan Flaschenriem Parish Office Closed                  

8:30am d. May Betty Hess

4:15pm d. Dick Hayden

26 27 28 29 30 31 1

8:00am d. Emmett & Helen McCue  

10:00am For the Parish

6:30pm d. Rev. Dennis C. Kampa 8:30am Stan & Eileen Effertz 8:30am d. Kopyar Family Parish Office Closed                  

8:30am d. Len & Mary Slusher

4:15pm d. Donald & Mary Jane 

O'Brien 

2 3 Notes

8:00am d. Gary McCue                      

10:00am For the Parish

Adoration: Every Wednesday 9:00 AM-10:00 PM                                                                                                                           

Sacrament of Confession: Half Hour before mass each day                                                                                      

*RH - Roedel Hall Gathering Space)         *PH - Parish Hall                                                                                               

*CGS - Caticesis of the Good Shepherd     *CI - Catechetical Institute                                                                

*TGA - The Great Adventure                     *CR - Conference Room



Mission Statement
Our Lady of the Prairie Catholic School is dedicated to
embracing the whole child by guiding them spiritually,
socially, emotionally, and academically. Our school
follows the principles of the Roman Catholic faith and
instills its core values in a nurturing multiage
classroom environment where all students thrive in
the Light of Christ.

Dear Families and Friends of OLP,

Grace and peace to you from Our Lady of the Prairie
Catholic School. The 2025-2026  academic school year
delivers successful academic results and living out faith
in action. Guided by our shared faith and commitment
to academic excellence, we strive to create an
environment where every child feels welcomed,
valued, and empowered to reach their full potential.

This report focuses on academic achievement,
operational vitality, and dynamic faith-in-action culture.

Thank you for sharing  in our mission. May God bless
you abundantly.

Yours in Christ,

Dr. Sheila Hendricks, Principal, 
Our Lady of the Prairie Catholic School

In Chris   We Growt

Our Lady of the Prairie
Catholic School

2025-2026

STATE
of the 
SCHOOL
Annual Report

PreK Assistant . . . Susan Cole 
CSTEM . . . . . . . . .  Joe Vandermark (volunteer staff)
Librarian . . . . . . .  Georgine Gansen (volunteer staff)
Marketing/Enrollment . . . . . . . . . . . Ashley Simons
Hot Lunch Program Co-Coordinators & Recess Supervisors
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Kim Baltus, Danielle Campos 
Administrative Assistants . . . . . . . .  Anita Glisczinski, Bonnie Weber
Business Administrator . . . . . . . . . . Kelly Pumper 
Maintenance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Marty Huss, Keith Heitkamp
Director of Religious Education . . .  Mark Simons

Accreditation - March 19, 2025
Accreditation Process  with Lumen through the
Minneapolis/Saint Paul Archdiocese. 

The school received three commendations:
Catholic Culture, Positive Leadership, Adaptation
and Responsiveness

Two recommendations: 
Institutional Needs and Operation Vitality, and
Enhancing Curriculum & Professional Development

FACULTY & STAFF
Pastor                Father Michael Kaluza
Principal            Dr. Sheila Hendricks
Teachers
Preschool          Dorene Smith
Kindergarten    Rachel Schneider 
1st, 2nd Grade Nellie Hennen 
3rd Grade         Shari Eischens 
6th Grade         Molly Moonen
Music                 Carolyn Gleason
Art                      Karen Vandermark
Physical Ed        Jason Palo

GROWTH AND ACHIEVEMENT TEST DATA
NWEA Test Data
Math

72% Achievement - OLP students tested higher than 72% of all students who took the 2026 NWEA Math Test 
95% Growth - third grade students grew in math above 95% of other third grade students who took the
2026 NWEA Math Test
86% - Kindergarten students tested higher than 86% of all Kindergarten students who took the 2026 NWEA
Math Test

Reading
78% OLP students K-6 achieved higher than 78% of all students taking the 2026 NWEA National Reading Test
94% Achievement - first grade students achieved higher than 94% of all other first grade students taking the
2026 NWEA Reading Test
100% third grade students tested above 80% of all third grade students who took the 2026 NWEA Reading Test

MCA Projected Proficiency: 
Reading - 86% meet, partially meet, or exceeds grade level standards, of those 86%, 78% meet or exceed
grade level standards
Math - 100% meet, partially meet, or exceeds grade level standards, of those 100%, 70% meet or exceeds
MCA projected proficiency in Math

Groves Test Data, Believe and Read
Kindergarten-3rd grade show high growth & improvement 

       100% of Kindergarteners improved their scores on the Letter Naming Fluency and Letter Word
       Sounds Fluency Assessments by at least 20 points.

100% of 1st-3rd-grade students are at or above grade level on the Oral Reading Fluency Assessment
100% of 1st and 2nd-grade students increased their Oral Reading Fluency score by at least 37 points.

MARKETING AND DEVELOPMENT
Family engagement and student retention remained a strong focus throughout the year. We achieved 100%
retention of preschool students eligible to enroll in kindergarten and celebrated this milestone with
embroidered school fleece jackets. New family-care initiatives, including welcome gift baskets for families
welcoming a new baby, helped strengthen connections and reinforce our supportive school community. In
addition, marketing, enrollment, and outreach efforts were documented and organized to support continuity
and future growth. Together, these efforts contributed to a welcoming environment that encourages families
to remain and grow with our school. 

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 
This year in our Montessori atrium, children in preschool through third grade worked on nurturing
relationships with the Good Shepherd through hands-on materials of the program.  In Level II we do big
projects and ponder on the deeper meaning of the presentations. The Atrium continues to be a peaceful
space where children grow in faith by engaging in presentations and hands-on work. 



Year-end 2025

Total $416,622

FUNDRAISING ACTIVITIES

Spaghetti Dinner in October (raised $1,805)
PTA  (raised $5,547)
Prayer Marathon in Mid-October (raised $8,840)
Waffle Breakfast (raised $2,909) proceeds to the Wolf Ridge 

       Environmental Learning Center Class Trip
Candle Fundraiser (raised $3,705)
Spring Gala

       Gross Profit     $87,639 (including Fund-a-Need $20,650)
       Expenses       - $18,000
       Net Profit      = $69,639 (April 2026 Financials)

SCHOOL GIFTS AND GRANTS
Donations to the school ($14,300)

Special Grants
DHS Preschool Base Grant ($5,122)

CSCOE Grants
Marketing Grant ($1,500)
3R Grant ($10,000)
Preschool Grant ($3,000)

SCHOLARSHIPS
 $40,352 in scholarships for the 2025-26 school year 

Fundraising Efforts
Out Of Uniform Sale (Sept and Dec) 
Spaghetti Dinner (Fall) 
Holiday Vendor Event (Nov/Dec)
Waffle Breakfast (Jan)
GALA (April)
Stuff The Truck (May) 

Hot Lunch Program
240 volunteer hours assisting with
serving, preparation, and clean up
4,860 meals served in 2025-2026

Total $416,622

SERVICE 
October - May

Raked leaves
Filled boxes for Box of Joy
Sang Christmas Carols to the Kingsway residents
Made Tie Blankets for Kingsway residents
Collected and delivered food for local food shelf
Cleaned the grounds around the school, church, and cemetery
Made May-Day cards for parishioners

FAMILY ENGAGEMENT GROUP (FORMERLY KNOWN AS PTA)
Family Support Group organizes the July Bar-B-Q Days Parade in Belle Plaine. 
School families and alumni join to represent our school in the community.

Funded Field Trips
Apple Orchard
NEY Science (monthly)
Writing/Poetry Conference
Guadalupe Shrine
Science Museum
Children’s Museum
Wolf Ridge
Sixth Grade Field Trip

Outdoor Classroom
Two raised Salsa Garden beds
New Prairie Garden with the Blessed Virgin Mary
Winter seed/plant sowing project
Pergola and picnic tables assembled
Apple tree planted
6th grade students assisted in assembling equipment for outdoor classroom
Kindergarten - 6th grade classes were held in the outdoor learning space
Preschool enjoyed hours of creative play in the outdoor space

Roadmap for Excellence Year One
Year to Year budgeted enrollment projections - Complete
Update Parent Student Handbook - Complete
Mandatory Reporting
Parents as Primary Educators
Religion classes will include Catholic teachers to teach religion
Curriculum Review - Complete
Review and purchase Archdiocese recommended Religion Curriculum 

CULTURE AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Weekly/Monthly Faith Driven Purposeful Events
Divine Mercy Chaplet each month
All School Rosary (Bi-monthly)
Bishop Izen celebrated school mass on October 29, 2025
Veterans Day Program on November 11, 2025
Teacher/Staff Sunrise Retreat on November 3, 2025
National Catholic Education Association Conference in Minneapolis 

       on April 7-9, 2026 (Nine teachers and Staff attended)

RETAIN TEACHERS AND GROW ENROLLMENT
School Advisory Council made
recommendation for a 5% tuition increase &
the Finance Council approved the tuition
increases for the 2026-27 school year
95% Teacher/Staff retention

Enrollment:  100% kindergarten eligible
students are enrolled at OLP for the 

       2026-27 school year

 (enrollment remains open)

FUNDING OUR MISSION (Year-end 2025) 

Total $416,622



KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 2026 BBQ DAYS STAND WORK LIST

FRIDAY 17th SATURDAY 18th SUNDAY 19th

Shift Lead 6:00 -Close Shift Lead 12:00-6:00 Shift Lead 12:00-6:00
Gary Bartels Bob Smith Steve Heinkel

Shift Lead 6:00-Close Shift Lead 6:00-Close
Jason Palo ?????

6:00-8:00 12:00-2:00 12:00-2:00

Dan Fahey Ben Covington John Bigaouette

Chris Fahey Jeffery Teal Joe Murphy

Brad Schultz Dan Sullivan Bob Hankins

Doug Schultz David Prokosh

Pat Schultz  

8:00-10:00 2:00-4:00 2:00-4:00

Shawn Bartels Edsel Faunillan Al Bartolomei

Josh Bartels Jeff Klein Zak Heinkel

John Ernst Marc Villanea Steve Heinkel

Pat O'Brien Richard Mantel

Michael Buchanan 

Pat Schatz 

10:00-Close 4:00-6:00 4:00-6:00

Zachary Teal Pat Schroers Bob Effertz

Don Meger Michael Schroers Larry Brazil

Matthew Meger Bill Shields John Walsh

Cody Fahey Pat Mulroy Steve Heinkel

Greg O'Brien Mark Nicholas

Kent Blaha

6:00-8:00 6:00-8:00

Scott Williams Kevin Berger

Terry Feddersen Brian Berger

Dan Flynn Micheal Berger

Dave Brueggemeier Tim Halloran

Troy Witt

8:00-10:00 8:00-Close

Tom Endres Jim Covington

Jeffery Teal Mike Wentworth

Caleb Wermerskirchen Dan Ruehling

Max Wermerskirchen Scott Renne

10:00-Close

IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO WORK YOUR Jason Palo Jason Palo: (612)716-4636

SHIFT, PLEASE SWITCH SHIFTS OR Chad McGowen Steve Heinkel: (952)356-5271
FIND A REPLACEMENT AND Max Wermerskirchen

CONTACT YOUR SHIFT LEAD. Caleb Wermerskirchen



507-665-3300 
226 S. Main St • LeSueur

Neisen’s Red Door Bar
125 N Meridian

952-873-6305
& Rustic Room& Rustic Room
101 E Main• Belle Plaine

952-873-6810

PRAIRIE
FARM SUPPLY

952-873-4234
115 W. Church • Belle Plaine

Established 1968      Steve and Rick Hennen

Daly & Daly Inc. 
Tax and Accounting Services

Michael J. Daly 
Daly Office Building  

119 W. Main Street• Belle Plaine
Office: (952) 873-2213 • Fax: (952) 873-4237

Email: daly&daly@frontiernet.net 
Securities offered through Signator Investors, Inc. 

A registered broker/dealer. Member FINRA & SIPC.

39393939
In loving memory of: 

Brent W. Meyer   

   Blessings to all:
   Gerald , Carman Meyer & family

Sales, Service, Parts, and Body Shop

www.wolfmotors.com
612-281 -2 148

KENT BLADA

 Kolden
FUNERAL & CREMATION 

SERVICES
 

Karl & Rosemary
Kolden

952-873-6227 
www.koldenfuneralhome.com

Quality  Freshness  Convenience
	   Jordan- (952) 492-2044 	 Le Sueur - (507) 665-2630	 Le Center - (507) 357-4424

SPRAY FOAM 
ACORN INSULATION

BELLE PLAINE, MN
• Spray Foam 
• Acorn Insulation 
• Batted/Blown Insulation 
• Insulation Removal 
• Waterproofing 
• New Construction 
• Existing Buildings

Matt Offerdahl • 612.919.9684 
Mattofferdahl19@gmail.com

Meet Randy.
He’s a great listener and will  

guide you every step of the way.

Apple Valley, MN

Randy.Koepp@LampertLumber.com
952-292-4416

Ashton Pankonin
Financial Advisor
Parishioner

952.873.2703
Belle Plaine, MN

Financial Planning  • Investments  •  Insurance

952-457-3548952-457-3548

Matt-Saxe-Chevrolet, Inc.
“You’ll Like our Attitude” 

952-873-2234
www.mattsaxechevy.com

909 Enterprise Drive • Belle Plaine, MN

Minnesota

CatholicMatch.com/MN

Contact Gina Shaughnessy
gshaughnessy@4LPi.com
(800) 950-9952 x2487

Please Join Belle Plaine Council 1503
Scan this QR code and enter code

BLESSEDMCGIVNEY for free membership

JIM CONNELLY  
MONUMENTS

Give your children the gift 
of peace of mind, plan ahead

Contact Jim, Your Local Partner: 
(612) 618-0024 
jconnelly00@aol.com

510 East Commerce Drive, Belle Plaine

www.chardgrading.com

Tom Chard
(952) 693-5299

Dan Chard
(952) 873-9793

We will exceed your expectations in quality, value and service.
FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED | 40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE

301 

2013EST.

Residential • Remodel • Service
Ben Stienessen • 952-292-8101

Jordan, MN
952-492-6666
SiwekJordan.com

Le Sueur
507-665-6426

SiwekLS.com

Enjoy affordable clean storage at Enjoy affordable clean storage at 
countryside rates...just a short drive away!countryside rates...just a short drive away!

derrynanestorage.comderrynanestorage.com

			   For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com		 Our Lady of the Prairie Church, Belle Plaine MN	 02-1159

507-665-3126
30945 Forest Prairie Rd, Le Sueur
www.mcgrawmonuments.com

Artistically Artistically 
designed, designed, 

thoughtfully thoughtfully 
planned, &  planned, &  

skillfully crafted.skillfully crafted.

 952-445-9110  KubesRealty.com

5%

Commission 
Full Service

1050 E Enterprise Drive Belle Plaine MN 56011

Open Sat & Sun : 9 AM–2 PMthebellesbistro.com
Lunch & Dinner Available

763-273-1412

Super Delicious
Breakfast

Belle Plaine              M-F 6am-5:30pm

(952)-873-3951
www.angieslearningcenter.com


