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O.L.P. School News
IN  CHRIS   WE GROW

& CLASSROOM REPORT

A Word from Father . . .

The final week of January is always Catholic Schools Week! Catholic schools have a great track record and much

success to report. We need to constantly communicate that message. There is great value in our Catholic Schools

and they have produced much fruit for the church and society in general.

I am grateful for the sacrifices that our school families make to ensure that their children receive a quality Catholic

education. I think this is another story that needs better communication. We are doing a great job teaching religion

and handing down the faith. We need to share that story more broadly.

It is wonderful to provide an environment where we can be totally free to always acknowledge the presence of God

in our midst at all times. And also that learning helps to deepen our appreciation for God, his blessings and mercy.

Our school is a real treasure to this parish! Let us be ever mindful of the obligation that we have to form our

children in the faith and recognize the achievements of this school to catechize our children in the faith.

Thanks for all that you do for our parish and school!

God bless you, 

Father Michael Kaluza

A Message From The Principal . . .

Catholic Schools Week

Another incredibly amazing Catholic Schools Week: from the Waffle Breakfast, to

Skateville, to Science Fair Projects, to Grandparent/Special Friend Day and Talent

Show, this is a special time at Our Lady of the Prairie Catholic School. We are grateful

to each and every one of you for your support. We would not exist without the support

of our Parish. Thank you.

Mrs. Sheila Hendricks

January Service Project: Students made four Tie Blankets to go with the church

blanket drive.

January Saint of the Month: 

Saint Michael the Archangel, Pray for us.

Saint Michael the Archangel, who is known for being

brave, protective, kind, and for choosing what is right.

Saint Michael stands up for others, helps those in

need, and shows courage even when things are hard.

Student Saints of the Month:

Kellen Gleason, Kindergarten

Paisley Pekarna, 1st-2nd grade

David Koehn, 3rd grade
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Preschool

As we step into the new year, the winter chill is in the air, and we're excited to start the

month with our fun themed activities: Arctic Animals, Hibernation, making polar bears,

discussion on what animals hibernate. Being creative with decorating penguins. We had

Kindergarten Round Up and many students are very excited for their next steppingstone.

The last week of January we have our All School Mass with Catholic Schools week, with so

many memorable fun activities planned. Decorating Gingerbread cookies, tie blanket project,

bowling, Science fair, Mass and Special Grandparent/Friend Day-Talent Show. This is a

special week for all the students.

Blessings, Mrs.Smith

Kindergarten

We kicked off the new year with a cold weather theme. In science, students explored winter 

questions like where animals go, why snowflakes are different, and how animals survive cold 

temperatures. Our sensory table became a hot chocolate shop, where students practiced measuring, 

following simple recipes, and using their imaginations while making pretend drinks for their “customers.”

In Believe and Read, we are working on reading and spelling consonant-vowel-consonant words, along with learning about

sentences and new sight words. 

We are happy to welcome our newest classmate, Eli! We’ll wrap up January with Catholic Schools Week activities to

celebrate our school.

God Bless, Ms. Schroers

Here’s what’s happening in the classrooms . . .
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3rd Grade

In January, the 3rd grade classroom grew! We

welcomed two new students; they are joyful

blessings to our classroom and school!

The third grade class participated in STEM

projects at the Minnesota Zoo in Apple Valley.

The STEM projects related to study of the

beavers, and their habitat. Additionally, the

students explored the various trails at the zoo,

and completed learning packets related to the

study of beavers. 

In reading, students learned about beavers and

fur trading. 

In math, students are learning division facts, and

how to solve math word problems. 

In science, students are learning about fruit,

seed, and plant reproduction. Students created

science fair projects, and presented them at the

OLP school science fair. 

In social studies, students learned about the

beaver and their habitat, wetlands, and fur

trading. Students read Scholastic News articles

twice a month. 

In religion students planned and participated in school Mass, attended Divine Mercy, and school Rosary prayer time.

Students attend CGS weekly. Students studied about the history of the Early Church. Students learned about Saint Michael

the Archangel during the month of January. 

Students ended the month with celebration events during Catholic Schools Week. 

Blessings, Mrs. Eischens

1at & 2nd Grades

Our first and second graders came back from break eager to

learn and participate. We continue to work on strategies to

read and spell using phonics skills. We learned many

strategies to subtract through 12 in first grade.
 
In second grade math we are working on recognizing place

value through 1000. Our Science has us interested in

learning about Erosion, Earth’s Surface and Landforms. 

In our Social Studies we are studying Our Resources and

Learning to Connect to Our Communities. 

The second graders are excitedly preparing for The

Sacrament of Penance and the first grade is learning about

Holy Week events and the Holy Spirit Helps the Church Grow.

Blessings,

Mrs. Hennen

5th/6th Grades

Mrs. Moonen’s 5/6th grade stars are out of this world!  The stars have already completed tests in Spelling, Social Studies,

Math, Science, Religion and Reading.  We are gearing up for a hands-on year of science activities. They did an outstanding

job leading the Children’s Mass and welcomed Dr. Hendricks into the classroom weekly.  During their time with their

principal they explore the weekly gospel with discussions on how to cultivate a deeper relationship with Jesus.  We added,

“Thankful Thursday”, to our daily announcements and spent time in gratitude for all our gifts.  These stars are not only

excellent students, they are superb leaders in our school.  If you see these stars out and about, please be sure to ask

them what they are learning.
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Physical Education

This past month we invited an instructor from the Richardson Family Martial Arts to come in and teach students different

Karate moves, the kids really enjoyed this. We also continued to play Pickleball.  Mr. Jason Palo

Art

In K-3, January’s Famous Artist is Gustav

Klimt, an Austrian artist whose work

often featured elegant gold leaf, spirals

and swirls. Inspired by his Tree of Life

Stoclet Frieze, students painted beautiful

gold trees with glittered spiral branches

and added a paper mosaic garden and

colorful ornaments.

In our Global Art series, 6th grade

studied another artform from Medieval

Europe, regal Coats of Arms that

identified the armies of noblemen in

battle. Students designed their coat of

arms featuring colors, objects and

activities that symbolize what matters

most to them and their families.

Blessings, 

Mrs. Vandermark

Music

Students have been preparing special

songs and dances to perform at our

Catholic Schools Week Talent Show. I

am always impressed with how many

students sign up to participate in the

show. 

Students from our younger grades

(Kindergarten and 1st/2  Grades) have

begun participating as cantors during

Children’s Mass. I am so proud of how

brave they are!

nd

Carolyn Gleason

School Music Instructor
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