C Our Lady of the Prairie
Catholic Church

200 East Church Street | Belle Plaine, Minnesota 56011 | (952) 873-6564 | ourladyoftheprairie.com

Parish Office Hours
Monday - Friday | 7:30 am - 3:30 pm DECEMBER 14, 2025

MASS SCHEDULE
Weekend Masses

Saturday | 4:15pm

Sunday | 8:00am, 10:00am
Weekday Masses

Tuesday | 6:30pm

Wed, Thur, Fri | 8:30am
Holy Days & Holidays
Consult bulletin.

ADVER

Eucharist Adoration
Wednesday | 9:00am - 10:00pm
Available 24 hours / 7 days a week

SACRAMENTS

Sacrament of Confession
30 mins prior to Mass.

Sacrament of Marriage

Make arrangements with the Parish
Office six months prior to proposed
wedding date.

Sacrament of Baptism
Congratulations! Thank you for
accepting and caring for one of
God’s greatest gifts. As part of
Baptism preparation, expectant
parents are required to attend Mass
weekly. Please contact the Parish
Office (952) 873-6564. We look
forward to getting to know you and
your baby.

Bulletin Announcements

If you would like to postin the
bulletin, please send an email to:
bulletineditor@olp.church

by noon on Monday for the

The Third Sunday of Advent, is known as Gaudete Sunday. Gaudete, which
means "rejoice" in Latin, marks a shift in the Advent season from a tone of

followmg_Sunday (.HOl'dayS may expectation to one of joy. This Sunday invites believers to rejoice in the
have earlier deadlines). coming of Christ and the hope of salvation.

Rose-Colored Candle: A rose-colored candle, often referred to as the
In Case of an Emergency Shepherd's Candle or Joy Candle, is lit on the Advent wreath to symbolize
Please contact 952-992-0140 joy. This is a visual reminder of the joy that comes with the anticipation of

Christ's birth.
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OUR LADY OF THE PRAIRIE CATHOLIC CHURCH

PARISH STAFF
(952) 873-6564

Pastor
Fr. Michael Kaluza | mkaluza@olp.church

Business Administrator |
Safe Environment Coordinator
Kelly Pumper | kpumper@olp.church

Administrative Assistants
Anita Glisczinski | Bonnie Weber
frontdesk@ourladyoftheprairie.com

Principal of Parish School
& Preschool Director
Sheila Hendricks | shendricks@olp.church

Facilities Manager
Marty Huss |1 952.873.6564

Director of religious Education
Mark Simons |
msimons@ourladyoftheprairie.com

Cemetery Caretaker
Keith Heitkamp |
heitkampkeith@gmail.com

LAY LEADERSHIP POSITIONS
Trustees
Charlotte Mulroy, Sue Schultz

Parish Council

Mike Buchanan, Dan Flynn, Ginny Morgan,
Ty Buesgens, James Fogarty, Brian Berger,
Susan Cole, Greg O’Brien, Jim Glisczinski,
Tom Otto, Mona Altman, Edsel Faunillan

School Advisory Council
Ashley Simons, Matt Offerdahl,
Kim Baltus, Stephanie Otto,
Danielle Campos

Finance Council
Dan Neisen, Maria Tracy, Jim Koepp
Jerome Flaherty, Joe Vandermark

MESSAGE FROM FATHER MICHAEL...
Let’s Know Jesus

Advent is all about preparation. We are preparing
for the return of Christ and we will celebrate his
coming as a child at the conclusion of this holy
season. Saint James tells us in the second reading
that we are to be patient. It is a difficult virtue and
so often | find myself struggling like so many of our
contemporaries. We have grown accustomed to living in an instantaneous
world. In a matter of seconds we can find the sports scores, stock quotes,
and news stories. We can turn up the heat, microwave food and do all sorts
of marvelous things in no time at all. As we wait for Christmas, let us take
some time to reflect on what the season is all about.

If we are waiting for the return of Christ, we have the luxury of time to
prepare for that return. So that we might be prepared for his return, we
should take time to get to know him. We can read the bible to find out more
about Jesus and take those stories and images to prayer. The conclusion we
will so often find is that: what is so marvelous about Jesus is not so much
that he is God, but that he is God who has taken to himself our human
nature. He has become a man whom we can get to know. Jesus tells John’s
disciples, ‘Go and tell John what you hear and see’. That is how we know who
Jesus is: by listening to him, by watching him, by being with him, by talking
to him: in the normal ways we would get to know anybody else. Peter and
the others know who Jesus is because they interact with himin all the
normal human ways. In our day and age, we too need to build that
relationship with Jesus.

Let us consider how we can interact with Jesus in our time and place. We
not only pray, worship, care for the needy, evangelize with our lives, cleanse
our souls, but we desire intimacy with Jesus. When we find him we find him
fascinating because he is our master, our teacher, our savior, our king and
our God, and even our friend. Stay close to the Church and you will always
be close to Jesus.

God bless you,

Father Michael Kaluza

74

JESTS

Bob Weldon

Bud Steen William Busch
Deacon Bob Raleigh Kelly Scott Ron (Franny) Gerres
Mona Bentfield Jan Walerius Annette Schmit Mann

Elmer Lambrecht Kevin Halloran Mary Ann Bigaouette

Don Marrison Pat Sexe Bruce & Cathy Halloran
Lisa Pobuda Jessi O’Brien Barb Wentworth

Kurt Kruger Betty Wolf Melissa Kjonaas

Katie Cates Mary Tuma Maureen Millard

Chad Feltmann Briar Fritz Betty Chard

Fred Welsch Doris Fahey

If you know of someone you would like added to the prayer list, please
notify the bulletin editor or Parish Office. Obtain the permission of the
person you wish to add before calling or emailing. Names will remain on
the list for at least four weeks.
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DECEMBER 14, 2025 ' THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

17th annual
“Blankets Because We Care”
New or Gently Used
Blankets, Coats, Socks
November 22 - January 19
Look for the bin in back of church.
| Donations will be given to Sharing &

Caring Hands, Loaves & Fishes, and
the Children’s Hospital in Mpls.

Basket Collection & Attendance
totals are not available
due to an early print deadline.

December 21, 2025 @ 5:00pm Belle Plaine Police Department

St. John Lutheran Church TOY DRIVE
148 South Chestnut Street | Belle Plaine, MN 56011

Rest in the words, music, candlelight and silence of the
night and leave with hope in the Christ Child.

% This holiday season some families
: @ Will not be able to purchase gifts
for their children. This is an
opportunity to help someone in
need. All donated toys will be
distributed to local children who

Weather Policy
If school is delayed, closes early or is closed

due to poor weather conditions the are far less fortunate.
following activities will not meet: All toys should be new and unwrapped. Gifts are accepted
e All meetings (e.g. CCW, Knights of Columbus, Marriage for children up to 18 years of age. Note: Realistic looking toy
Encounter). weapons and gifts with food will not be distributed.
The following activities will continue unless further ) L i X
notification is provided: Whlle purchasing items for smaller children is a pretty
« Daily Mass: Mass is always celebrated Tuesday - Sunday simple task, donors often wonder what to get pre-teens. We
« Religious Education classes and Adoration. recommend sporting equipment, board games, books,
hand-held electronics and gift cards.
- Our Lady of the Prairie Families in need of toys can call the
WELCOME welcomes our new parishioner Belle Plaine Police Department Monday thru Friday
1O OUR Becki Schmitz (7:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.) to make an appointment to shop.
CHURCH Please make her feel at home - - —
_ " in her new parish community. %@L‘ sack ot chioiich B ©)

Our Lady of the Prairie Catholic School invites you to join in

the beautifully sung Divine Mercy Chaplet. As a school we

collectively pray for each prayer intention when we gather
Tuesday monthly to pray/sing the Divine Mercy Chaplet.

December 16 Mark your calendars for this beautiful prayer time together as

a community of believers in Christ and His Divine Mercy.

8:30 am PRAYER REQUESTS

Our Lady

of the
Prairie
Catholic Church

(o1 T W N LT Wl Place your prayer request in the Divine Mercy Prayer Requests

Musician box located in the back of the church or in the parish office.
Requests will be read aloud during OLP School’'s monthly
Divine Mercy Chaplet .
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Lagons & Caroly
A Sniacdoyy laiivicy

Tuesday, December 16
after 6:30 pm Mass




CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Monday, December 15

Tuesday, December 16
8:30 am Divine Mercy Chaplet in Song
1:30 pm Mass at Kingsway
3:30 pm OLP Staff Christmas Party
6:30 pm Mass at OLP
Christmas Musical following 6:30 pm Mass

Wednesday, December 17

8:30 am Mass
- donuts & coffee after Mass

10:00 am Christmas Musical performed at Kingsway
11:00 am OLP Staff Meeting

3:05 pm Teacher Staff Meeting

6:20 pm Religious Education (K-8)

Thursday, December 18
8:30 am Mass at OLP
6:30 - 7:30 pm Men’s Small Group in Conference Room

Friday, December 19
8:30 am Mass
10:30 am Funeral Mass: Ronald Schmitz

Saturday, December 20
4:15 pm Mass

Sunday, December 21

8:00 am Mass
9:00 am Choir Practice
10:00 am Mass
11:00 am Decorate church for Christmas
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DECEMBER 14,2025 | THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Saturday, December 20, 4:15 pm

Greeters Volunteers (2)

Lector Sue Schultz

EMHC | SGe Shimota, Volunteer

Ushers Keith Heitkamp, Randy Schumacher,
Brad Schultz, Matt Schultz

Servers Volunteers (4)

Gift Bearers Volunteers
Sunday, December 21, 8:00 am

Greeters Dr. Tim & Sue Halloran

Lector Ken Skluzacek

EMHC Susan Cole, Janice Teal, Volunteers (2)
Ushers Paul Guertin, John Edberg, Volunteer (2)
Servers Teresa Fogarty, David Fogarty,

Jeffrey Teal, David Koehn
Gift Bearers Volunteers
Sunday, December 21,10:00 am

Greeters Craig & Julie Otto
Lector Joe Vandermark
EMHC Mary Randklev, Sheila Schmitz,
Paula Covington, Jim Covington
Ushers Caleb Wermerskirchen, Ben Covington,
Max Wermerskichen, Peter Feddersen
Servers Cole Chessen, Emmett Straus,

JD Vandermark, Volunteer
Gift Bearers Volunteers

Carman Meyer (Kingsway)

EMHC Edsel Faunillan (Lutheran Home)

Heavenly Father, On this Third Sunday of Advent, we pause in the midst of waiting to rejoice in Your promises. You are our
source of true joy, in the hope of Christ’s coming. As we light the candle of joy, fill our hearts with gratitude for the gift of
Your Son.Help us to carry this joy into our homes, our work, and our communities, so that others may see Your light shining
through us. May our lives reflect the good news that Emmanuel has come and will come again. Amen

MASS INTENTIONS

MON 15 DEC No Mass

TUE 16 DEC 6:30 pm 7 d.Bob Bigaouette
WED 17 DEC| 8:30am 7 |d.Susan Fahey

THU 18 DEC 8:30am | {  d.Deacon Jim Thornton
FRI |19 DEC| 8:30am 7  d.Michael John Leuwer
SAT 20 DEC 4:15pm | Forthe Parish
SUN 21 DEC 8:00am | 7 |d.Kevin Schmitt

10:00 am 7 |d. Teresa Fritz

Readings for the week of December 14, 2025
Sunday: Is 35:1-6a, 10/Ps 146:6-7, 8-9, 9-10 (see Is
35:4)/Jas 5:7-10/Mt 11:2-11

Monday: Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a/Ps 25:4-5ab, 6 and 7bc, 8-
9/Mt 21:23-27

Tuesday: Zep 3:1-2, 9-13/Ps 34:2-3, 6-7,17-18, 19 and
23/Mt 21:28-32

Wednesday:Gn 49:2, 8-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4ab, 7-8, 17/Mt
1:1-17

Thursday: Jer 23:5-8/Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19/Mt 1:18-25
Friday: Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a/Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16-17/Lk
1:5-25

Saturday: Is 7:10-14/Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6/Lk 1:26-3



NATIONAL  Edsel Faunillan - Realtor
REALTY
952 465-6820

GUILD
Your Home, My Priority’.  EdselHomes@gmail.com
gort®

ﬁ
o

MATT-SAXE-CHEVROLET, INC.
“You’LL LIKE oUR ATTITUDE”

952-873-2234

’ ol
WWW.MATTSAXECHEVY.COM —_————
909 ENTERPRISE DRIVE ¢ BELLE PLAINE, MN %’h

Allpoint Electric LLC

ELECTRICAL SERVICES

€ Y

962-457-3648

Kolden

FUNERAL & CREMATION
SERVICES

ADT-Monitored Home Security
Geot 24-Hour Protection From a Name You Can Trust

ADT | futherized | g afastreets

Provider

He’s a great listener and will
guide you every step of the way.
Apple Valley, MN
Randy.Koepp@LampertLumber.com
952-292-4416

s CornerStone State Bank

Providing:

Loans for all of your
Commercial and Consumer Needs
Business, Real Estate,
Equipment and Vehicles

“We Service Your Loan From
Application to Payoff”

Matt Fogarty, President
Belle Plaine * 952.873.2500

Le Sueur * 507.665.4200
Green Isle * 507.326.3200
Cloquet * 218.879.6781
Montgomery * 507.364.2265
(=7 Eagle Lake * 507.257.3544
%5 Madison Lake » 507.243.3511 FDIC
www.cornerstonestatebank.com

) BERGER

We will exceed your expectations in quality, value and service.
FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED | 40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE

ST. PETER

1701 Old Minnesota

BAR & GRILL
952-873-6740

117 N MERIDIAN ST - BELLE PLAINE

OPEN DAILY 10AM- 2AM

Karl & Rosemary
Kolden

952-873-6227

www.koldenfuneralhome.com

BERGERINTERIORS.cOm [H@

|_DERRYNANE |

STORAGE

952-873-6223

Enjoy affordable clean storage at
countryside rates...just a short drive away!

derrynanestorage.com

Tom Chard
(952) 693-5299

Dan Chard
(952) 873-9793

www.chardgrading.com

PRAIRIE
FARM SUPPLY
952-873-4234

115 W. Church ¢+ Belle Plaine

B &

Neisen’s Red Door Bar
125 N Meridian 01 E Maine Belle Plaine

(&1
952-873-6305 052-873-6810

EST. &-Q 2013

BENNY'S

LUMBING
RESIDENTIAL - REMODEL - SERVICE
Ben Stienessen ¢ 952-292-8101

LET'S GROW YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Gina Shaughnessy

gshaughnessy@4LPi.com ¢ (800) 950-9952 x2487

Allen Schmitz

Realtor®, GRI, BrckerAssoc]\.ate

612-4

AllenSchmitzReatlor@gmail.com

. ey
BEALTY
952-758-9110
1221 4th Ave E, Suite 100 * Shakopee

115 1st Ave SE, Suite 200 » New Prague
www.KubesRealty.com

SUPPORT
OUR PARISH

te Auto
o %,

(952)-873-3001

In loving memory of:
Brent W. Meyer

Blessings to all:

Gerald , Carman Meyer & family

PANKONIN

FINANCIAL GROUP

Financial Planning ¢ Investments ¢ Insurance

Ashton Pankonin
Financial Advisor
Parishioner

952.873.2703

Belle Plaine, MN

£E §
Matthew Doerr (507) 382-7502

Radermackers

FRESH é_ MARKET

Quality Freshness Convenience
Le Sueur -

Jordan- (952) 492-2044

(507) 665-2630  Le Center - (507) 357-4424

952-492-2744

ESTABLISHED1968 STEVE AND RICK HENNEN

A

'MINNESOTA S

ARGEST

STDR’E

Dal{y & Daly Inc.
Tax an. Accoum‘mg Services
Michael J. Daly
Daly Office Building
119 ‘W. Main Street* Belle Plaine

: (9

Place Your Ad Here and
Support our Parish!

Instantly create and
purchase an ad with

d
L)

SIWEK

[ UMBER & MILLWORK
" A Ranb Luaber ord”
Jordan, MN
952-492-6666
SIWEKJORDAN.COM
Le Sueur
507-665-6426

SiwekLS.com

ing T
507-665-3300

226 S. Main St ® LeSueur

JIM CONNELLY

MONUMENTS =

Give your children the gift
of peace of mind, plan ahead

r-’ (612) 618-0024
jconnelly0O@aol.com

Sales, Service, Parts, and Body Shop
www.wolfmotors.com
612-281-2148
KENT BLADA

SPRAY FOAM

ACORN INSULATION

BELLE PLAINE, MN

® Spray Foam

® Acorn Insulation

 Batted/Blown Insulation

* Insulation Removal

* Waterproofing

* New Construction

* Existing Buildings
Matt Offerdahl - 612.919.9684
Mattofferdahll9@gmail.com

Please Join Belle Plaine Council 1503
Scan this QR code and enter code
BLESSEDMCGIVNEY for free membership

P
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Knights of ;
lumbus ;

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com

Our Lady of the Prairie Church, Belle Plaine MN

A 4C 02-1159



