










A Note from the Principal . . .

September Saint of the Month - Saint John the Apostle - Pray for us.

Kindergarten

Bennett Simons best exemplifies the qualities of Saint John the Apostle through 

his kindness, gentle spirit, and love for others. Just as Saint John was the 

beloved disciple who stayed close to Jesus and shared His message of love, 

Bennett reflects this by being responsible, a good friend and helper, and 

someone who can always be trusted. Bennett listens to directions the first time 

given and waits his turn patiently. Bennett makes sure others feel included and 

welcomed both on the playground and in our classroom. Also, Bennett speaks 

up when he or a classmate needs help. ~ Miss Schroers

1st-2nd Grade 

First and second grade saint of the month is Eddie Koehn.

Choosing a Saint of the Month from this class has been an extremely difficult task, as all of the students have been showing

kindness towards one another. They have also been very respectful towards their teachers. So thinking about characteristics of St.

John, Eddie tries to treat others with kindness and often asks if he can help others.

As St. John learned to calm his anger and be forgiving towards others, Eddie also turned disagreements to talking over the matter

and not hold grudges against other students. Eddie comes into the class with a positive attitude and a welcoming morning greeting to

me and others as they enter the classroom. Eddie takes my advice in writing letters neatly and completes assignments with care and

eagerness to do it correctly. Eddie has invited another classmate to work on addition facts in a small group during center work. 

~ Mrs. Hennen

3rd Grade  

The third grade saint of the month, Caleb Simons, works very hard just like St. John the Apostle did. Caleb always gets right to work

each morning smiling and completing the assigned work. Caleb listens well and only talks during appropriate times. Recess is

another time where Caleb lives out saintly behavior sharing and putting away equipment without being asked. Caleb is a pleasure to

have in class. ~ Mrs. Beach 

6th Grade 

Garrett Simons is  the 6th grade student Saint John the Apostle. Saint John the Apostle was brave when it mattered most. Garrett

stands up for people who are treated unfairly. He shows compassion for people by being kind, helpful and supportive, and Garrett

shows faithfulness by praying, helping at church, and staying true to what he believes is right even when others don’t. St John wrote

about love more than any other apostle. Garrett shares God’s love by being friendly, forgiving, and welcoming to everyone. When

annoyed with his classmates, Garrett is able to express his frustration verbally. I recently heard him use a strident tone to order his

classmate to stop using his iPad. Even though the device was slow to be surrendered, he did not hold a grudge and forgave the

annoyance, quickly moving past it to the next task. Garrett does not shame students when they make mistakes and does his best to

respect everyone. ~ Mrs. Moonen

The 2025-2026 school year is off to a great start. We have the best families, students, and staff imaginable. We are blessed with the

team God has put together in our small, mighty Catholic School.

In Christ We Grow, Mrs. Hendricks, Principal

A Word from Father Michael . . .

Welcome to the start of a new school year! It’s always an exciting time to get settled with new beginnings and new possibilities!

Our school is a great blessing to this parish and community. We desire to learn more about God, his church and our faith. Quite

simply, our school is really all about truth.

Our parish school is an awesome life-giving ministry of our parish that helps us to focus. Next to faithful worship, learning the

faith is the most important thing that we need to do. Faith is at the heart of all that we do and academics always include a faith

component. Our students are bright and receptive, and I am grateful for the energy they bring to our building.

I’m delighted with our returning faculty and our new teachers! They are uniquely prepared and qualified to help us grow in wisdom

and holiness! Let’s make this a great year! Our Lady of the Prairie, pray for us!
 
God bless you, 

Father Michael Kaluza
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Kindergarten

Welcome back to school, everyone! We’ve had a wonderful first few weeks of

kindergarten. Students have been busy trying out new activities and routines

while also getting to know new friends.

In the Believe and Read program, we’ve been practicing pre-writing skills such

as proper writing posture and pencil grip, 

along with reviewing letter names 

and sounds. In math, our focus 

has been on sorting and 

grouping objects. We also 

visited the Atrium for 

Catechesis of the Good 

Shepherd and began 

exploring our new special 

classes: Music, P. E., 

CSTEM, Art, and Library. 

As a school, we prayed 

our first rosary together 

and attended our first 

weekly Mass. What a blessing! 

It’s shaping up to be a 

wonderful year full of fun, 

growth, and learning!

God Bless,  Ms. Schroers

Preschool

Our students have been so busy this

month learning about “How Do Apples

Grow”. In our classroom, they  made an

apple using crayons and red construction

paper, along with other activities; learning

the letter “Aa”, the color red, and the

circle shape. We have attended Mass on

Wednesdays, also music and library,

which we do weekly. With our theme we

talked about apples, seeds, and how they

grow. The books we read were: How

Apples Grow?, Apple Counting, and their

favorite was “Johnny Appleseed”, the kids

enjoyed a treat of apples and caramel,

most of them wanted to keep the seeds

to plant just like Johnny Appleseed had

done. With that they learned to sing the

song ”Oh The Lord Is Good To Me”, after

singing and practicing the kids were

excited to sing the song to Father Michael

Kaluza and Mrs. Hendricks. They all did

any amazing job! In the next week, we

took our first field trip to the Ferguson

Apple Orchard.

Love, Hugs, and Blessings

Mrs. Smith

Here’s what’s happening in the classroom . . .
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1  & 2  Gradesst nd

Hello Families and Friends,

Every school year is a new chapter in our shared story of our life. We have already made lasting friendships. Summer

may be over, but our classroom is buzzing with students eager to learn and be a part of our school community. Our first

graders are enjoying many firsts such as, a desk to keep organized, different subjects to keep track of, and daily

homework to turn in!

A great outdoor curriculum is added to our week this year! The first lesson was how it is a classroom and we observed

the sounds around us. This past week we listened and tried to decide which direction the sounds came from and went.

There are many science standards we will incorporate into our outdoor lessons.

Second graders are excited to have new friends in the room and look forward to Reconciliation and First Communion.

Our Social Studies curriculum started off with ‘We are Citizens’ and living in a community. We made a poster about

what we can do to be good citizens in our classroom and in the Belle Plaine community. We will be working on how this

ties into being a christian as well.

Both grades are learning strategies to help us add number equations. In reading we are working on reading fluently

and spelling rules to help us spell and read.

I look forward to seeing the progress in each child as the year goes on as we build community together!

Blessings to all,

Mrs. Hennen

PTAmeetingmeeting
Wednesday, October 8

2:15 pm & 7:15 pm
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Mrs. Moonen’s 6th Grade Stars have been twinkling as they learn, grow, and shine in so many

ways! Here’s what our out of this world students have been up to:

Just like stars light up the night sky, our students bring light and warmth to the residents and staff of the Lutheran

Home. Each month they visit and read their Scholastic News magazines aloud to residents, bringing smiles and

comfort. I say comfort because the majority of the audience was lulled to sleep by the smooth sounds of our star

readers.

In Social Studies, The Stars spent time reflecting on Patriot Day to honor and remember the lives lost and the heroes

who emerged during that day in history. Our interdisciplinary lesson sought not only to help students understand the

importance of courage, unity, and compassion during challenging times, we remember to acknowledge Human Dignity

and the right to life for all persons.

Outside of our classroom, our stars keep shining! All the sixth grade students completed the summer math program

and two completed the summer reading program, proving that learning never sets—it keeps glowing all year long.

William Scheff and M.J. Kurvers received both received medals for reading and math excellence, while Peter Hennen

and Garrett Simons earned medals for math excellence.

Our final item of note is the Stars have joined Catholic Math League. We will be competing

against other Catholic Schools throughout the year. Our first competitions will be November 5th .

More details can be found at www.catholicmathleague.com.

3rd Grade

We are off to a super start in 3

grade. Our most important

accomplishment so far is all 3

graders have completed altar

server training. Watch for these

servers at upcoming Masses. In

religion, we are studying how

Jesus teaches us about God’s

love. 

rd

rd

We are learning about number

sense and place values in math. 

Social Studies content helps us

learn about communities

including Belle Plaine. 

We are enjoying reading several

books in reading class,

especially books by author Chris

Van Allsburg. He always leaves

us guessing the real ending. 

Everyone enjoyed the
annual trip to Ferguson’s
Apple Orchard with its
many activities to
experience.

We look forward to a fabulous fall!

Mrs. Beach



Physical Education

I hope this newsletter finds you well, My

name is Jason Palo. I am the new P. E.

teacher here at OLP. My wife and I are

parishioners here at Our Lady of the Prairie.

We have two children, Kaiden (16) and

Jaxson (12). Jaxson graduated last year

from OLP.

This week in P. E. we learned soccer skills,

basketball skills, and played hockey. I found

the children love to jump rope and are really

good at it. My plan is to introduce different

skills to their everyday lifestyle.

Welcome back to school - I’m excited to begin a new year in art!

In K-3, we are continuing our Famous Artists series with a whole new set of artists to study. The kids were excited

when they recognized the work of our first artist, Vincent van Gogh, a Dutch Post-Impressionist painter known for his

bold brush strokes and vibrant colors. Inspired by his Starry Night, our studio project involved creating swirling skies on

foil and printing them on paper, then adding a city or natural skyline to complete the landscape.

Our 6th graders are continuing their study of Global Art as we learn about a variety of artforms from around the world

and throughout history. Our first unit is a study of Navajo sand paintings and their use of symbols. Considered sacred

to the Navajo, the paintings are created by medicine men as part of a religious ceremony to heal the sick and then

destroyed. For our studio project, students selected a set of symbols to incorporate into their design, created drafts

and then painted sand mixed with paint to their final design.

Blessings, Mrs. Vandermark
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Music

We have had a fantastic start to our school year. 6th graders are very motivated to become

music black belt ninjas this year. This is a great program that teaches sight singing, rhythms,

and music theory.

3rd grade is focusing on reviewing rhythms and sight singing. They are very excited to cantor for

Children's Mass this year!

1st/2nd graders are singing solfege notation and applying this to songs they know. Lots of fun

music games are also happening in class.

Kindergarten is exploring different musical instruments and adding them to songs.

Preschool is focusing on high/low sounds and fast/slow movements.

Mrs. Gleason

YoC-STEM (Converging Science Technology Engineering Mathmatics)
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