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ATHOLIC CHURCH
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PARISH OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Thursday | 10:00 am - 3:00 pm y

Mass Schedule
Weekend Masses

Saturday | 4:15pm
Sunday | 8:00am, 10:00am

Weekday Masses

Tuesday | 6:30pm
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday | 8:30am

Holy Days & Holidays
Consult bulletin.

Eucharist Adoration
Wednesday | 9:00am - 10:00pm

30 mins prior to Mass.

Sacrament of Baptism 4 f' ‘
THE AS CENSI(), '

Baptism preparation, expectant parents are

Bulletin Announcements ' ES ' | S CI.IRIS

If you would like to post in the bulletin, please 3 -

(Holidays may have earlier deadlines)

Sacraments

Sacrament of Marriage

Congratulations! Thank you for accepting and

required to attend Mass weekly. Please contact

the Parish Office (952) 873-6564. We look

send an email to: bulletineditor@olp.church w
IN CASE OF AN EMERGENCY

Sacrament of Confession r
Make arrangements with the Parish Office six N i 1 4 ,\

months prior to proposed wedding date. c e kel :

caring for one of God's greatest gifts. As part of

forward to getting to know you and your baby.

by noon on Monday for the following Sunday.

Please contact 952-992-0140

L ARG OLPi

World Communications Day is an annual
Ay, : celebration that encourages reflection on
oy the opportunities and challenges that the
O BN media offers and how the Church can better
communicate the Gospel message.
WO R L D This year's theme, “Share with Gentleness the
Communications Day Hope that is in Your Hearts”, was chosen by
Pope Francis. It comes from the First Letter
of Peter (3:15-16).

200 East Church Street
Belle Plaine, Minnesota 56011

952-873-6564
www.ourladyoftheprairie.com
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PARISH STAFF
(952) 873-6564

PASTOR
Fr. Michael Kaluza |
mkaluza@olp.church

BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR
Kelly Pumper | kpumper@olp.church

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Anita Glisczinski | Bonnie Weber
frontdesk@ourladyoftheprairie.com

PRINCIPAL OF PARISH SCHOOL
& PRESCHOOL DIRECTOR
Sheila Hendricks |
shendricks@olp.church

FACILITIES MANAGER
Patrick Schroers

pschroers@olp.church

DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS
EDUCATION

Mark Simons |
msimons@ourladyoftheprairie.com

CEMETERY CARETAKER
Keith Heitkamp |
heitkampkeith@gmail.com

LAY LEADERSHIP POSITIONS

TRUSTEES
Charlotte Mulroy, Sue Schultz

PARISH COUNCIL

Mike Buchanan, Dan Flynn, Ginny
Morgan, Allen Schmitz, Ty Buesgens,
Renee Schultz, James Fogarty,

Brian Berger, Joan Brueggemeier,
Bob Smith, Susan Cole, Greg O'Brien

SCHOOL ADVISORY COUNCIL
Ashley Simons, Matt Offerdahl,
Loni Scheff, Danielle Campos, Kim Baltus

FINANCE COUNCIL
Dan Neisen, Maria Tracy, Jerome
Flaherty, Joe Vandermark, Jim Koepp

PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY

Natalie (Covington) Ruiz
Jordan Ruiz
David May
Dylan May
W Sean Alander
Alex Vandermark
Levi Lane (Marines)
Grace Halloran

and for all military members & their families.

If your family has an enlisted service member,
please contact Ginny Morgan: (701) 212-3109
(leave a message).

A MESSAGE FROM FATHER MICHAEL ...

We return to Mass in the social hall this weekend
as our wood floors in the church are being restored!
For the next couple of weeks, we will gather here for
Mass and then return to our beautiful church for
worship.

This weekend we celebrate the Ascension of Jesus
into heaven! We remember that Jesus has gone
ahead of us into God's world; and our world is now
ruled from his throne as he draws us into that space. Jesus has entered
God's space, a different kind of space, with a different kind of time. God'’s
space and ours, what we call heaven and earth, are different but not far
from each other, different but not distant. In professing that we are being
drawn after him to where he has gone before we are proclaiming that one
day these two will be united in a totally mysterious way and that Jesus will
be present to us in a radically different way to the way we now know.

Even though Jesus has ascended to the Father, he is never far and
always close! Life in God allows unlimited presence to all disciples in all
places, even to the ends of the earth! We need to continue our journey of
discipleship in revealing God's love as we make our way to heaven.

We continue to recruit and take applications for enrollment in our
parish school. We have many advantages to share and great things are in
store for this parish. Every Catholic should seriously consider providing a
Catholic school education for their children. Our school is a reminder that
Jesus reigns from his throne in heaven looking upon us with love.

We also have applications for Totus Tuus! | hope that all of our youth
will take part in this awesome week of learning and fun! Be sure to
register!

Easter is the season of great joy and the Easter season is drawing to a
close, but we are reminded in the Gospel that the apostles were filled with
great joy and continually in the temple praising God. We need to keep that
example ever before us so that we can continually draw nourishment
from the church to do the work of the church. God continues to bless us
and promises the Holy Spirit. May we realize the blessings of God and
become blessings to others.

God bless you,
Father Michael Kaluza

Mona Bentfield Chuck Kroells
O Laurie Fogarty Annette Mann
Lisa Korba Gary Stephens
-l- Chad Feltmann Donna LaBossiere
Elmer Lambrecht Gary Kroells
\ J Lisa Pobuda Jean Dockter
Maureen Millard Pat Sexe
PRAYER LIST Mike Duffy Special Intention
Louis Wawrzyniak Dave Buesgens
Bud Steen Betty Wolf Joan Larson
Matt Hennen TC Fogarty Fred Welsch
Deacon Bob Raleigh Megan Chard Joe Nawrocki
Ron (Franny) Gerres Don Morrison

If you know of someone you would like added to the prayer list, please
notify the bulletin editor or Parish Office. Obtain the permission of the
person you wish to add before calling or emailing. Names will remain on
the list for at least four weeks.



mailto:heitkampkeith@gmail.com

Totus Tuus
Coming to Our Lady of the Prairie!
July 12-19, 2025
We are looking for volunteers to help the
missionaries in the Grades 1-6 classrooms
and on the playground,
Monday - Friday, 9:00 am-2:30 pm.
You do not have to commit to the entire
week, or even to an entire day. We are
willing to work with whatever your personal schedule
would allow.
Please contact Mr. Simons with interest or questions.
Thank you for considering helping
with this wonderful summer program!

g!............!!
* !
L

Actes Church Floors

;3&%:} Projegt: Refinishing wood floors (& carpet .
% following soon). Pt

%} Pews: Work to remove pews from the
?{{f, church begins after Mass on Friday, May
Li5. 30" thru June 1.

X
=

3{_% May 31°% thru June 22"
=  Masses will be held in the Parish Hall
i§$ - on weekdays & weekends.

& Lo Our Lady of the Prairie
-2 welcomes our new Parishioners
WELCOME i ] )
David & Michele Melin

10 OUR
('HL RCH Please make them feel at home in
their new parish community.

-COLLEGE .

. ’ 1 fOC u S
fellowship of Catholic

university students
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For the Week of May 25, 2025

Collection and attendance totals were not available at
time of publishing due to an early print deadline.

The Council of Catholic Women
is hosting the
Deanery President’s Supper
Tuesday, July 22, 2025
Help is needed on Monday
to prepare food
and on

Tuesday to help with set up and cleanup.

Please consider participating in this CCW event.
Contact Janice Teal: janrteal@gmail.com

L A

First Communion

I\/'ay 3 &4, 2025

]
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‘ CATECHETICAL INSTITUTE PILLARS PROGRAM

Class of Blessed Carlo Acutis

s . Csclo
Rl ﬂcu*]:is*-

155
3
‘i

OPEN
HOUSE

Tuesday June 3™
After the 6:30PM Mass

ART BY PACEM STUDIOS
Join us at our open house * Monday Evenings 7-9pm
to learn more about the Sept. - Dec. / Feb. — May
popular two-year Pillars 4+  Four 11 - week modules

following the 4 pillars
Program from Catechetical L'? 0 : & ; ':;G o
Institute leadership and lve-streamed at Our Lady o

the Prairie, Belle Plaine

recent graduates.

CATECHETICAL [E4a5iE
OUR LADY OF THE PRAIRIE INSTITUTE %
BELLE PLAINE, MN . .

The Saint Paul Semirary E .

SAINTPAULSEMINARY.ORG/CI
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Monday, June 2

Tuesday, June 3

6:30 pm Mass

7:00 pm KC Meeting in Parish Hall

7:00 pm Summer Bible Study (5/20 - 8/12)
7:00 pm Catechetical Institute Open House

Wednesday, June 4
8:30 am Mass

Thursday, June 5
8:30 am Mass at OLP
2:30pm Mass at Kingsway
Friday, June 6
8:30 am Mass

Saturday, June 7
4:15 pm Mass in Parish Hall

Sunday, June 8

8:00 am Mass in Parish Hall

9:00 am Final Choir Practice
(will resume after summer)

10:00 am Mass in Parish Hall

Saturday, June 7, 4:15 pm

Greeters: Volunteers
Lector: Charlotte Mulroy
. Charlotte Mulroy, Betty Weldon, Paul Degree,
EMHC: .
Joe Shimota
Ushers: Keith Heitkamp, Randy Schumacher, Brad
' Schultz, Matt Schultz
Servers: lan Saxe, Andrew “Gus” Saxe

Gift Bearers: Volunteers

Sunday, June 8, 8:00 am

Greeters: Dr. Tim & Sue Halloran

Lector: Sharon Schmitz

ke Shanschni Susan Cole

Ushers: Mark Hartman, Calvin Hartman,
Volunteers (2)

Servers: Teresa Fogarty, David Fogarty, Jeffrey Teal

Gift Bearers: Volunteers

Sunday, June 8, 10:00 am

Greeters: Rick & Ginny Morgan
Lector: Joe Vandermark
EMHC: Rick Morgan, Terry Feddersen,
’ Jason Palo, Karen Vandermark
Ushers: Jim Covington, Jim Gerres, Johan Miller,
) Jeff Klein
Servers: Kaiden Palo, Jaxson Palo

Gift Bearers: Volunteers

Carman Meyer (Kingsway)

EMHC Mike Buchanan (Lutheran Home)

MASS INTENTIONS

Mon 02 June No Mass t

Tue 03 June 6:30pm 1 d. John Anthony Schilz

Wed 04 June 8:30am T d.Tom Deutsch

Thu 05 June 8:30am T d.Carl Gansen

Fri 06 June 8:30am T d. Pauline Holcombe

Sat 07 June 4:15pm t d. Forthe Parish

Sun 08 June 8:.00am T d. Richard Beach
10:00 am + d. Donald & Mary Jane

O'Brien

Readings for the week of June 1, 2025

Sunday: Acts 7:55-60/Rv 22:12-14, 16-17, 20/Jn 17:20-26
Ascension: Acts 1:1-11/Ps 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9 (6)/Eph 1:17-23 or
Heb 9:24-28; 10:19-23/Lk 24:46-53

Monday:Acts 19:1-8/Ps 68:2-3ab, 4-5acd, 6-7ab/Jn 16:29-33
Tuesday: Acts 20:17-27/Ps 68:10-11, 20-21/Jn 17:1-11a

Wednesday: Acts 20:28-38/Ps 68:29-30, 33-35a, 35bc-36ab/
Jn17:11b-19

Thursday: Acts 22:30; 23:6-11/Ps 16:1-2a and 5, 7-8, 9-10,
11/Jn 17:20-26

Friday:Acts 25:13b-21/Ps 103:1-2, 11-12, 19-20ab/Jn 21:15-19

Saturday: Morning: Acts 28:16-20, 30-31/Ps 11:4, 5 and 7/Jn
21:20-2




& CLASSROOM REPORT

c9> O.L.P. School News

Qur Lady ohthe hmiric 200 East Church Street, Belle Plaine, Minnesota 56011

A Note from the Principal . ..
Congratulations Graduates!

6th grade graduates: Liam Gleason and Jaxson Palo - We wish you God’s blessings in the next *‘l’ g
chapter of your lives. You will be missed. /‘uQ

" Student Saint 1

Preschool graduates: the entire preschool class who is eligible for Kindergarten will be moving
into the 2025-26 Kindergarten class at Our Lady of the Prairie Catholic School - Yea, so excited
to have this outstanding class with us for the next seven years.

Saint Joseph, The Worker, Pray for us Hiy

1st-2nd, 3rd Grade This month we reflect on the attributes of St. Joseph the worker. JD o
Vandermark is our Saint Joseph saint of the month. JD has many wonderful faithful actions, such } y 44
as, offering prayers for others, starting the day with prayer, setting a good example of adoring
Jesus in the Adoration chapel, and answering religious questions in class with deep thought and
understanding. JD shows respect for Holy items and helps younger peers with assignments. JD
makes friendships with the older and younger students in the school. JD’s teacher has noticed
how he has been resolving conflicts without getting upset and forgiving others who have
offended him. JD is trying to follow the lives of the saints and talks about following God during
situations that might happen as he gets older. ~Mrs. Hennen

May Service Project: Made Cards/Flowers, Thank you notes to Parishioners for all of their
support - Spiritual Work of Mercy, Comfort the Afflicted

For May-Day Baskets: PreK-6th grade classes created beautiful cards and homemade flowers and thank you notes to our
Wednesday morning coffee crew thanking them for all of their support throughout the school year. There were some chocolates
scattered on the tables as well. Everything was cleaned up, so we are hopeful that all was enjoyed.

Thank you to our amazing families, teachers, parish and community members.
The 2024-25 school year ended this week, and 2025-2026 plans and preparations are well underway.

Thank you to our amazing families, teachers, parish and community members for making this another outstanding year at Our Lady
of the Prairie Catholic School.

Blessings for a safe and fun-filled summer. Be sure to create space for the essential “Quiet time” with our Lord. He is waiting for
each of us. He has so much love and peace to give. We simply need to quiet ourselves, show-up, and receive.

Mrs. Hendricks

A Word from Father Michael ...

First Communion weekend is always a great celebration! A celebration of receiving Jesus! Congratulations to our second
graders and their families! It also concludes a lifetime period of study and preparation and begins a new way of recognizing the
presence of the Lord in our lives. It was so beautiful and heart-warming to see our parish church filled to overflowing at the
special Mass. | am grateful always first to God for entrusting the formation in the faith of our beloved children to us and then to
so many others: our young people, catechists, teachers, parents, relatives and all those who actively give of their time and
energy and remain devoted to continuous education about the faith.

That is what is so powerful about our Catholic faith - it is an inexhaustible mystery. The more we learn, the more we realize
that there is more to learn. Which mimics God; the more we learn about God, the more we find out we do not know. As we love
God more each day, we find that we can continue to love even more and to an even greater degree.

God bless you, Father Michael Kaluza

VVVQ ) Our Lady of the Prairie Catholic School

2./ IN CHRIST WE GROW




Here’s what’s happening in the classrooms ...

Preschool

May was a BUSY and WONDERFUL time of our preschool year.

During our “Where the Ocean Meets the Sand” Ocean theme. We kicked off our week
with a Beach Party for Cinco de Mayo. Students assembled colorful tissue paper donkey [
pinatas, shared fiesta themed items, wore flower lei’s, heard “Pete the Cat at the Beach” |
by James Dean. We enjoyed a live performance from Climb Theater and took the big
school bus to Minnesota’s Largest Candy Store. Our “In the Tall, Tall Grass” Insect theme.
Students painted a firefly and ant. STEM was focused on what insects look like, how they ‘
move and what they eat. Students learned new vocabulary related to insects. They
enjoyed Insect Show & Tell” They used tongs to pick up butterflies and flowers in the
water table, they had a game of Buggy Bingo and went on a Bug Hunt (movement
activity). We celebrated ALL of the summer birthdays.

We had our last visit to the OLP Library that included an author visit. We used our strong
muscles to walk to the Belle Plaine Library to learn about the Summer Reading Program.
We also had our last music class and practiced a special song for Preschool Graduation.

We finished the year with a Preschool Graduation Ceremony for (8) students that will go
to kindergarten in the 2025-2026 School Year!

Have a safe and blessed Summer Break! Mrs. Ross

Kindergarten
We ended our kindergarten year strong with a joyful mix of learning and fun! In math, we
explored measurement, practiced telling time to the hour, and learned about coins. Our
Believe and Read time was focused on mastering short and long vowel sounds, as well as
blending and segmenting words to build strong reading skills. In science, spring was in
full bloom—both outside and in our classroom! We investigated questions like: Are -
butterflies the only animals that start out as caterpillars? How do bees make honey? Why E
do bugs bite? and How do flowers bloom in the spring? The students loved becoming /
little scientists and exploring the world around them. We also took a walking field trip to
our local library, where we learned about how the library works and the exciting summer
reading programs available. It was a great way to encourage a love of reading beyond the
classroom! In Catechesis, we ended the year in the Atrium by learning about the beautiful
sacrament of Baptism, God's great gift of His Risen Light, and the feast of Pentecost with
the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit. These moments were deeply meaningful and a perfect
close to our year of faith formation.

It has been a true blessing to be part of your child’s learning journey this year. What a gift
these students are!

Wishing you all a restful, fun, and blessed summer vacation. See you next year! With
gratitude, Ms. Schroers

O.L.P School News - May, 2025 Page 2



1st/2nd/3rd Grades

"What an incredible way to finish the year! May was packed with milestones, joy, and achievements that showcased just how far our
students have come."

Our Second graders received First Holy Communion, We had a Climb Theater in-school visit (about recycling/environmental), we had
the May Crowning, we visited the candy store, watched the video The Day the Sun Danced (about Our Lady of Fatima), met an author at
library time (Krysten Gansen) - the kids really enjoyed her talk and stories, field day events, and ended our year with The Catechesis of
the Good Shepherd lesson on Pentecost and the 7 gifts of the Holy Spirit! Even with all these wonderful events our class has continued
with reading concepts and fluency reading, math concepts of addition/subtraction, multiplication/division, counting money and so
much more!

Our third grade student joined the fifth and sixth to read at the Lutheran Home.

Our First Grade is learning about the sacraments to start preparing for their First Holy Communion!
While this school year is ending, we’re already looking forward to what’s ahead.

Thank you for sharing your children with us this year. Have a safe summer!

Mrs. Hennen

Friends
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PhyEd: In May, we completed our Q4 Fitness Test, and | was excited to see how well everyone
performed. Everyone was near or at their personal best in just about every area! We also had a
guest PE teacher this month - Ms. Evie Simon! She did a fantastic job leading students in a
variety of games from Sneaky Statues to Freeze Dance to “Simon Says!”

Art: Our final Famous Artist in our series this year for K-2 was Andy Warhol, an American artist
who is well known for his Pop Art featuring items found in popular culture. Students learned
about the screen-printing techniques he used to create colorful prints of familiar objects like
Campbell’s soup cans from his daily lunch and famous people like Marilyn Monroe. Then they
created their own colorful prints with a familiar object - their hand!

The 3-6 grade class completed the writing of their Byzantine icons at the end of the school year;
Father will bless the icons before they go home. This was a challenging project, as they not only
learned how to do careful brush work, blend and layer color and shade to create depth and other
advanced techniques, but they did it while studying ancient icons and writing visual Scripture. |
am really proud of them and the beautiful work they did!

Thank you for sharing your amazing students with me! What a blessing each one of them has
been. | look forward to continuing these series next year!

God bless, Mrs. Vandermark

Byzantine Icons
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Meet /?W.

He’s a great listener and will
guide you every step of the way.

REMLTY « have high levels

ﬁ NATIONAL  Edsel Faunillan - Realtor \  Does your home
GuiLb 952 465-6820 : of RADON?

Your Home, My Priority’ ~ EdselHomes@gmail.com  / («wf Call Today to make sure your home  pyofessional Air Duct Cleaning Services L Eamser oo vy i
Y&Lsmo is safe from elevated RADON! Dryer Vent Cleaning e Air Duct Sanitizing Randy.Koepp@LampertLumber.com
@0 612-504-4540 Malt Fahey, 612-490-5458 952-292-4416

e CornerStone State Bank

BERGER

MATT-SAXE-CHEVROLET, INC.

“ L] ” Providing:
YO; gl_zlng703lJ?2A2"F'F3lTZDE i Cummldrt?;s;::s *(‘}L;’lgl:;“e‘; Needs We will exceed your expectations in quality, value and service.
J" | | Business, Real Estate, FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED | 40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE
WWW.MATTSAXECHEVY.COM e Equipment and Vehicles e B
SAXE == “We Service Your Loan From y , BERGERINTERIORS.com EIE

909 ENTERPRISE DRIVE * BELLE PLAINE, MN

Application to Payoff”
Matt Fogarty, President

Creative Landscapes By:

A” ﬂiﬂt Elect --|: E_I_l: Belle Plaine * 952.873.2500 M’Q .
n Le Sueur * 507.665.4200
Wﬁ'lden (;J £l EES TRICAL SERVICES Green Isle - S07.3263200 BAR & GRILL LaWH_S Ar Gl Us
————————————————————— _—— loquet * X .|

Residential & Commercial

@ Bl Lake- 073575640 .. 952-873-6740 :
FUNERAL & CREMATION 952-457-3648 e Madison Lake - 507.243.3511 FDIC [ | 117 N MERIDIAN 4T « BELLE PLAINE | BRCENS TN EIC P2 L P2y 1]
SERVICES www.cornerstonestatebank.com OPEN DAILY 10AM- 2AM www.LawnsAreUs.com
Karl & Rosemary Proudly Serving You From Four Locations! Tom Chard PRAIRIE

(952) 693-5299

Gaylord Belle Plaine Dan Chard FA RM S u P P LY
9 52_ 873_62 27 209 Main Avenue * 507.237.5521 201 W. Main Street * 952.873.2296 (952) 873-9793 9 5 2 _ 87 3 - 42 3 4

First
www.koldenfuneralhome.com ))'“"“_‘: ” Member FDIC Www.fnbmn.bank | IERRLRGCINCILNEED) 115 W. Church + Belle Plaine

St. Peter Mankato
KOlden 226 Nassau Street * 507.931.4000 500 Long Street * 507.625.1121

X N} SUPPORT
Neiserll;g 11\1{1?1‘1 %oor Bar . OUR PARISH
eridian |01 E Maine Belle Plaine (952)-873-3001
952'873'6305 952 873-6810 510 East Commerce Drive, Belle Plaine

LET'S GROW YOUR BUSINESS In loving memory of: Ashton Pankonin
Place Your Ad Here and Support Our Parish! Brent W. Meyer = pg.\ NKONIN barhoner
CONTACT ME Gina Shaughnessy ANEIAEBEEET 952 873.2703
Blessings to all: _ Eelle Blaine, MN
gshaughnessy@4LPi.com * (800) 950-9952 x2487 Gerald , Carman Meyer & family Financial Planning ¢ Investments ¢ Insurance

Allen Schmitz (WWECTio, -
Realtor®, GRI, Broker Associate
6124831781 &

L
Lockouts ¢ Jump Starts FRES l__! . MARKET
Junker Disposal -/36- P o ) .
1:22115;‘:\1/:‘,8?5éiﬁ:ezz)%oa}lsewl;::;:e EE SE! Quality Freshness Convenience
www.KubesRealty.com Matthew Doerr (507) 382-7502 Jordan- (952) 492-2044 Le Sueur - (507) 6652630  Le Center - (507) 357-4424

SPRAY FOAM

ACORN INSULATION

MlNNESOTA G
$LARGEST
9 ANDY STORE

Da] & Dal Inc. Belle Plaine M-F 6am-6pm
Tax an(y Accounnng Services (74 t's
Michael J. Daly

e

952-492-2744

ESTABLISHED1968 STEVE AND RICK HENNEN

507-665-3300

226 S. Main St ® LeSueur

BELLE PLAINE, MN

® Spray Foam
 Acorn Insulation
* Batted/Blown Insulation

* Insulation Removal
Daly Office Building Learn ing * Waterproofing
119 W. Main Streete Belle Plaine l t * New Construction
Office: (952) 873-2213 » Fax: (952) 873-4237 enter * Existing Buildings
‘ (952)'87.3 -3951 N J Matt Offerdahl - 612.919.9684
www.angieslearningcenter.com Mattofferdahll9 @gmail.com

:- ST T T T T T e .: ',*1 11 Rede] ] S B B4 iy | | Please Join Belle Plaine Council 1503
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1 [} with purchase 1 jconnelly0O@aol.com
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