
PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
Monday - Friday | 8:00 am - 3:00 pm 

Mass Schedule 
Weekend Masses 

Saturday | 4:15pm 

Sunday | 8:00am, 10:00am 

Weekday Masses 

Tuesday | 6:30pm 

Wednesday, Thursday, Friday | 8:30am 

Holy Days & Holidays 

Consult bulletin.  

Eucharist Adoration 
Wednesday | 9:00am - 10:00pm 

 

Sacraments 

Sacrament of Confession 
30 mins prior to Mass. 

Sacrament of Marriage 

Make arrangements with the Parish Office six 

months prior to proposed wedding date. 

Sacrament of Baptism 

Congratulations! Thank you for accepting and 

caring for one of God’s greatest gifts. As part of 

Baptism preparation, expectant parents are 

required to attend Mass weekly. Please contact 

the Parish Office (952) 873-6564. We look 

forward to getting to know you and your baby. 

Bulletin Announcements 

If you would like to post in the bulletin, please 

send an email to:  bulletineditor@olp.church  

by noon on Monday for the following Sunday. 

(Hoidays may have earlier deadlines) 

IN CASE OF AN 
EMERGENCY 
Please contact 952-992-0140 

200 East Church Street  |   
Belle Plaine, Minnesota 56011 

November 3, 2024 

An annual week-long celebration of the Catholic Church in the 
United States dedicated to promoting vocations to the 
priesthood, diaconate, and consecrated life through prayer 
and education, and to renew our prayers and support for 
those who are considering one of these particular vocations.  



PARISH STAFF 
(952) 873-6564 

PASTOR 
Fr. Michael Kaluza | 
mkaluza@olp.church 

BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR 
Kelly Pumper | kpumper@olp.church 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
Anita Glisczinski | Bonnie Weber 
frontdesk@ourladyoftheprairie.com 

PRINCIPAL OF PARISH SCHOOL  
& PRESCHOOL DIRECTOR 
Sheila Hendricks | 
shendricks@olp.church 

FACILITIES MANAGER 
Patrick Schroers 
pschroers@olp.church 

DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS 
EDUCATION 
Mark Simons | 
msimons@ourladyoftheprairie.com 

CEMETERY CARETAKER 
Keith Heitkamp | 
heitkampkeith@gmail.com  

LAY LEADERSHIP POSITIONS 
TRUSTEES 
Charlotte Mulroy, Sue Schultz 

PARISH COUNCIL 
Mike Buchanan, Dan Flynn, Ginny 
Morgan, Allen Schmitz, Ty Buesgens, 
Renee Schultz, James Fogarty,  
Brian Berger, Joan Brueggemeier,  
Bob Smith, Susan Cole, Greg O’Brien  

SCHOOL ADVISORY COUNCIL 
Ashley Simons, Matt Offerdahl, 
Loni Scheff, Danielle Campos, Kim Baltus 

FINANCE COUNCIL 
Dan Neisen, Maria Tracy, Jerome 
Flaherty, Joe Vandermark, Jim Koepp 

A MESSAGE FROM FATHER MICHAEL . . .  
The readings this week get at the heart of the 

matter: to love God above all else!  In making God the 
priority of our lives, everything falls properly into 
place.  This is the core of the first reading and the 
Gospel.  The response that Jesus offers is that when 
aware of this, we are not far from God’s kingdom.  

That’s where we all want to end up. To acquire 
that intimate knowledge and longing for God, should 
be the main focus of our lives.  All that we say and do 
should reflect that desire.  Of course, we must be able 
to live our lives in this world by working, providing for physical needs of 
food and shelter and caring for those around us.  This reflects our desire 
to love God and neighbor.  May we always show this priority in our daily 
lives! 

It is election season in our great land and we are blessed with the 
opportunity to exercise our right to participate in the governing process of 
our nation.  Our Catholic faith instructs us to bring our faith to the public 
square and actively practice our faith.  May we be a bright beacon of hope 
with our vote to show that God is the priority of our lives and may our 
vote reflect loving God above all else. 

We are inspired to think and act by the supernatural virtues of faith, 
hope and love acquired at baptism.  Our Church has teachings and 
instruction regarding faith and morals and the priorities of our vote.  May 
we keep these Christian values in mind as we exercise our duty to vote 
with a formed conscience: the right to life and the dignity of the human 
person, the intrinsically evil act of abortion, threats to our basic religious 
freedoms, the nature of marriage and family, the dignity of work and the 
rights of workers, the option for the poor and vulnerable, good 
stewardship of creation, care for immigrants, war and terrorism.  Much is 
expected of us, because we are the beneficiaries of many blessings.  All 
that we do must be directed toward truth, goodness and beauty! 

God bless you! 

Father Michael Kaluza 
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If you know of someone you would like added to the prayer list, please notify the 
bulletin editor or Parish Office. Obtain the permission of the person you wish to 
add before calling or emailing. Names will remain on the list for four weeks.  

Bud Steen 

Bob Koenig 

Matt Hennen 

Cara Miller   

Deacon Bob Raleigh 

Ron (Franny) Gerres 

Mona Bentfield 

Rajen Sidhu 

Don Morrison 

Dave Buesgens 

Chuck Kroells 

Eileen Effertz 

Elmer Lambrecht             
  

If your family has an enlisted service member, 
please contact Ginny Morgan:  (701) 212-3109 
(leave a message). 

PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY 

Natalie (Covington) Ruiz 

Jordan Ruiz 

David May 

Dylan May 

Sean Alander 

Alex Vandermark 

and for all military members & their families. 

Saturday, November 9 at 4:15 pm 

4th Degree Honor Guard  

Honoring Deceased KC Members from Past 10 Years 

mailto:heitkampkeith@gmail.com
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Blest Art will be visiting our parish on 
behalf of the Christian families in 
Bethlehem, Palestine. Their mission is 
to support those families in the Holy 
Land. 

When Blest Art visits they will have  
hand-carved nativity sets, statues, 
crosses, rosaries, and many other 
pieces of beautiful olive wood art. 

They gladly accept cash, checks,  
and all major credit cards. 

Please visit our display 

at your parish 

Saturday & Sunday 

November 2nd and 3rd, 2024 

After each Mass 

In Christ We Live Forever 

Please remember in your prayers 

Richard Joseph Burmeister 

We extend our sincere sympathy to his family, friends, 
and loved ones, and pray for his eternal peace. 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

As Christians, we are all called to bear the burdens of others 
who are in need. These words resonate with us today as the 
entire world garbles with many silent and active wars 
including the war on our families and our traditional Catholic 
morals on marriage and many other things. 

While no country or community has been spared, it is truly the 
most vulnerable communities which have borne the brunt of 
this calamity. This is especially so of the Christians community 
in the Holy land. Since Hamas attacks of October 7 th, 2024, 
Shaped up to be the worst year for the Holy Land Christians in 
a decades. Priests of all denominations say they’ve been 
stalked, spat on and beaten during their walks to church. This 
has made life worse for Christians in the birthplace of 
Christianity. Many Christians feel squeezed between a rock 
and a hard Place. 

None of this would have ever been imagined 50 years ago 
where Christians where the majority in Jerusalem. For 
centuries, our community has suffered from wars and 
disasters leading to a rapid decline of our numbers to a mere 
few thousands. Then came these attacks and delt severe blow 
to the livelihood of the Christians who made their living from 
olive wood carvings and catering to our religious pilgrims from 
all the world. 

However, the continues anti-Christian pressure and economic 
difficulties due to violence and the lack of tourism may be the 
final straw leading to Christian extinction from the Holy Land. 
For the very first time in History their will be no one to protect 
our Church, our history, and our holy sites. 

Therefore, today we are asking those who are more fortunate 
and blessed to help in any way possible. Our carvings make 
beautiful gifts for all occasions. Include yourself, your Church, 
for your wonderful Priest and even for someone you don’t like 
at all. 

We accept all payment, cash, credit, checks and 
post-dated payments. So please stop by if you find 
it in your heart that you can help our families. Let 
us remember the words of Jesus: "Truly I tell you, 
whatever you did for one of the least of these 
brothers and sisters of mine, you did for 
me." (Matthew 25:40) 

Sorry for my accent, I know it is different and it may 
be difficult to understand, but I hope you get the 
message that my people in the Holy Land ask me to 
deliver to you. The Christian Families in the Holy 
Land loves you and they will keep you in their 
prayer, also, keep them in your prayer and please 
pray with us for peace on earth. 

Thank you and God Bless you and God Bless 
America. We Love You, 

Ambassador for the Church of Jerusalem 

  Collection on December 7 & 8 

Our Lady of the Prairie’s 

New Parishioners  
Todd and Becky VonBank 
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ATTEND      SERVE       GIVE       GROW 

STEWARDSHIP 

For the Week of October 27, 2024 

Weekly Collection Goal:  $8,344.00 

Total Registered Active Families . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 486              
Total Registered Active Members . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,293 

Automatic Contributions 
Did you know your contributions can be automatically 
deducted from your checking, savings, or credit card 
account? For more information call the parish office at 
952-873-6564 or check out our website. 

MASS ATTENDANCE 

Saturday October 26 

4:15 pm 196 

Sunday, October 27 

8:00 am 173 

10:00 am 173 

COLLECTIONS  

Date Week Amount 

10/27/2024 17 $5,424.00 

 Deficit (weekly) (-) $2,920.00 

Maintenance Fund  $2,210.00 

Our parish will be participating in the holiday Box of Joy 
project during the upcoming seasons of Thanksgiving & 
Joy! 

The Box of Joy project is a fun and simple activity for the 
whole family. It teaches the lesson of loving our 
neighbor as God has loved and blessed us. 

Gift ideas, Drop off, and packing information along with 
scheduled dates & times are available to you at the Box 
of Joy display by  the Roedel Hall entrance. 

Ginny Morgan/Maureen Daly will be at the display 
following Masses. 

Consecration to  
Jesus  

Through the  
Virgin Mary 

 

 

“For he has looked upon his handmaid’s lowliness; behold, 
from now on will all ages call me blessed. The Mighty One 
has done great things for me, and holy is his name. (Luke, 
1, 48-49) 

She remained in perfect humility. She not only listened to 
God, but she embodied the Word of God. We must follow 
the example of the Virgin Mary; we must embody the Word 
in ourselves from true humility, to bear much fruit. 

This is what Consecration is about. It is giving oneself to 
God from a contrite and humbled heart; recognizing that 
He is Everything and I am nothing. That the Virgin Mary has 
been chosen by God to be my spiritual mother. It is the 
need to recognize my misery, but at the same time its 
smallness in the midst of God’s infinite Mercy. It is a call to 
go to Jesus with empty hands of myself because there is 
very little that I can give Him. It is the desire to imitate His 
mother who has given everything to Him through the Fiat 
(Yes), to God. 

Let us ask the Lord for the grace to love and imitate our 
Mother from Heaven from humility, and thus, allow 
ourselves to be transformed into the image of God, to bear 
fruits that last, fruits for eternal life; like her who: 

• She was always humbly listening attentively and fulfilling 
the will of God. 

• She meditated in her heart on the events and words that 
occurred on God’s part in her life (Lk 2:19). 

• She was ready to fulfill what God asked of her, each time. 

• She agreed to embody the Word not only in her womb, 
but also in her life, because she always did what God asked 
of her. 

• She changed her plans to wisely follow the best: God’s 
plans. 

In the end, Mary accepts God’s revelation and his plan for 
her, and with a whole and clean heart, she responds in the 
most sublime and Christian way that no one can surpass: 
Mary said: “Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord; let it be 
done to me according to your word”. Teach us mother how 
to say: Yes, to God.  

33-Day Preparation | Starts Today, November 3, 2024, with 
the introduction of the 33-Day Preparation, delivery of the 
“33 Days to Morning Glory”; book, and supper. From 
4:30pm to 6:00pm. 

To Register: There is a registration list on the desk at the 
entrance of Roedel Hall or just come and decide at the end 
of the day, if you want to join us. Thank you! 

Inviting all men and women to participate.  
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Monday, November 4  

 No Mass                                                              

Tuesday, November 5              Election Day 

 

1:00 -2:30 pm 

6:30 pm 

7:00 pm 

7:00 pm 

Fr. Kaluza out of office 11/5-11/8 

Box of Joy -OLP Students pack in Roedel Hall 

Mass - Fr. Roger Hessian presiding 

KC Meeting in Parish Hall 

CCW Meeting in Roedel Hall 

Wednesday, November 6 

8:30 am 

1 -2:30 pm 

 
5:00-7 pm 

6:20 pm 

Mass - Fr. Roger Hessian presiding 

Box of Joy - OLP students pack in Roedel 
Hall 

Women’s Small Group in Conference Rm 

Religious Education Advent Confession 

Thursday, November 7 

8:30 am 

6:30-8:00pm 

6:30-7:30 pm 

Mass - Fr. Roger Hessian presiding 

Box of Joy -Parishioner’s pack in Roedel Hall 

Men’s Small Group in Conference Room 

Friday , November 8              

8:30 am 

6:30-8pm 

Mass - Fr. Roger Hessian presiding 

Box of Joy - Marriage Encounter & KC’s 
pack  in Roedel Hall 

Saturday, November 9        

4:15 pm KC Memorial Mass  

Sunday, November 10             

8:00 am Mass 

9:00 am 

10:00 am 

 

 

Choir Practice 

Mass 
Treats & Fellowship in Roedel Hall 
following Sunday Masses only - hosted by 
Marriage Encounter 

Mon 4 Nov   No Mass † 

Tue  5 Nov 6:30 pm d. Rev. Fred Meyer † 

Wed 6 Nov 8:30 am d. Jerry & Alice McCarthy † 

Thur 7 Nov 8:30 am d. Gary Halloran † 

  Fri    8  Nov 8:30 am d. Garman Elder † 

Sat     9  Nov 4:15 pm For the Parish † 

Sun  10 Nov  8:00 am d. Carl Gansen † 

 10:00 am d. James & Marie Christensen † 

MASS INTENTIONS READINGS 

Readings for the Week of November 3, 2024 

Sunday: Dt 6:2-6/Ps 18:2-3, 3-4, 47, 51 (2)/Heb 7:23-28/

Mk 12:28b-34 

Monday: Phil 2:1-4/Ps 131:1bcde, 2, 3/Lk 14:12-14 

Tuesday: Phil 2:5-11/Ps 22:26b-27, 28-30ab, 30c, 31-

32//Lk 14:15-24 

Wednesday: Phil 2:12-18/Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14/Lk 14:25-33 

Thursday: Phil 3:3-8a/Ps 105:2-3, 4-5, 6-7/Lk 15:1-10 

Friday: Phil 3:17-4:1/Ps 122:1-2, 3-4ab, 4cd-5/Lk 16:1-8 

Saturday: Ez 47:1-2, 8-9, 12/Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9/1 Cor 

3:9c-11, 16-17/Jn 2:13-2 

Saturday, November  9, 4:15 pm     KC Memorial Mass 

Greeters: KC Members (2) 

Lector: Joe Vandermark 

EMHC: 
Bob Fahey, Rick Morgan, Keith Heitkamp, 
Mike Buchanan 

Ushers: 
Troy Wermerskirchen, Max Wermerskirchen, 

Caleb Wermerskirchen, KC Member (1) 

Servers: Ian Saxe, Emmett Strauss, JD Vandermark 

Gift 
Bearers: 

KC Members 

Sunday, November 10, 8:00 am      

Greeters: Bob & Dorene Smith 

Lector: James Fogarty 

EMHC: 
Janice Teal, Sharon Beach,                        
Sheila Hendricks, Volunteer 

Ushers: 
Tim Murphy, Tim Halloran                                  
Allen Schmitz, Volunteer 

Servers: Teresa Fogarty, David Fogarty, Jeffrey Teal 

Gift 
Bearers: 

Volunteers 

Sunday, November 10 , 10:00 am     

Greeters: Al & Dorothy Bartolomei 

Lector: Sandy Schroers 

EMHC: 
Paula Covington, Jim Covington,                        

Edsel Faunillan, Volunteer 

Ushers: 
Caleb Wermerskirchen, Ben Covington,             

Max Wermerskirchen, Peter Feddersen        

Servers: Kaiden Palo, Jaxson Palo 

Gift 
Bearers: 

Volunteers 

EMHC: 
Janice Teal (Kingsway)                               

Sue Halloran (Lutheran Home) 
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Belle Plaine                 M-F 6am-6pm

(952)-873-3951
www.angieslearningcenter.com

Does your home 
have high levels 

of RADON?
Call Today to make sure your home  

is safe from elevated RADON!
612-504-4540

Professional Air Duct Cleaning Services
Dryer Vent Cleaning • Air Duct Sanitizing

Matt Fahey, 612-490-5458

507-665-3300 
226 S. Main St • LeSueur

Creative Landscapes By: 

Lawns Are Us

Free Estimates  952-492-3160 
www.LawnsAreUs.com

Residential & Commercial

Neisen’s Red Door Bar
125 N Meridian

952-873-6305
& Rustic Room& Rustic Room
101 E Main• Belle Plaine

952-873-6810

PRAIRIE
FARM SUPPLY

952-873-4234
115 W. Church • Belle Plaine

Proudly Serving You From Four Locations!

Member FDIC    www.fnbmn.bank

St. Peter
226 Nassau Street • 507.931.4000

Mankato
500 Long Street • 507.625.1121

Belle Plaine
201 W. Main Street • 952.873.2296

Gaylord
209 Main Avenue • 507.237.5521

952-873-4TOW
Belle Plaine

Lockouts • Jump StartsLockouts • Jump Starts
Junker DisposalJunker Disposal         952-758-9110

1221 4th Ave E, Suite 100 • Shakopee 
115 1st Ave SE, Suite 200 • New Prague 

www.KubesRealty.com

Allen Schmitz
Realtor®, GRI, Broker Associate

612-483-1781
AllenSchmitzReatlor@gmail.com

Established 1968      Steve and Rick Hennen

Daly & Daly Inc. 
Tax and Accounting Services

Michael J. Daly 
Daly Office Building  

119 W. Main Street• Belle Plaine
Office: (952) 873-2213 • Fax: (952) 873-4237

Email: daly&daly@frontiernet.net 
Securities offered through Signator Investors, Inc. 

A registered broker/dealer. Member FINRA & SIPC.

39393939
In loving memory of: 

Brent W. Meyer   

   Blessings to all:
   Gerald , Carman Meyer & family

Sales, Service, Parts, and Body Shop

www.wolfmotors.com
612-281 -2 148

KENT BLADA

Edsel Faunillan – Realtor 
 
 

Your Home, My Priority EdselHomes@gmail.com 
995522  446655--66882200  

 Kolden
FUNERAL & CREMATION 

SERVICES
 

Karl & Rosemary
Kolden

952-873-6227 
www.koldenfuneralhome.com

Matthew Doerr   (507) 382-7502
Quality  Freshness  Convenience

	   Jordan- (952) 492-2044 	 Le Sueur - (507) 665-2630	 Le Center - (507) 357-4424

SPRAY FOAM 
ACORN INSULATION

BELLE PLAINE, MN
• Spray Foam 
• Acorn Insulation 
• Batted/Blown Insulation 
• Insulation Removal 
• Waterproofing 
• New Construction 
• Existing Buildings

Matt Offerdahl • 612.919.9684 
Mattofferdahl19@gmail.com

Providing: 
Loans for all of your  

Commercial and Consumer Needs 
Business, Real Estate, 

Equipment and Vehicles

“We Service Your Loan From 
Application to Payoff”

Matt Fogarty, President 
Belle Plaine • 952.873.2500

Le Sueur • 507.665.4200 
Green Isle • 507.326.3200 

Cloquet • 218.879.6781 
Montgomery • 507.364.2265 
Eagle Lake • 507.257.3544 

Madison Lake • 507.243.3511
www.cornerstonestatebank.com

Meet Randy.
He’s a great listener and will  

guide you every step of the way.

Apple Valley, MN

Randy.Koepp@LampertLumber.com
952-292-4416

Ashton Pankonin
Financial Advisor
Parishioner

952.873.2703
Belle Plaine, MN

Financial Planning  • Investments  •  Insurance

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Rolando Mararac

rmararac@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x2139

Jordan, MN    SiwekJordan.com
952-492-6666

Le Sueur, MN    SiwekLS.com
507-665-6426

2 GREAT LOCATIONS!2 GREAT LOCATIONS!

15%
 off

on food only 
Per Table

952-300-8947
749 E. Enterprise Dr. | Belle Plaine

952-457-3548952-457-3548

Matt-Saxe-Chevrolet, Inc.
“You’ll Like our Attitude” 

952-873-2234
www.mattsaxechevy.com

909 Enterprise Drive • Belle Plaine, MN

Please Join Belle Plaine Council 1503
Scan this QR code and enter code

BLESSEDMCGIVNEY for free membership

JIM CONNELLY  
MONUMENTS

Give your children the gift 
of peace of mind, plan ahead

Contact Jim, Your Local Partner: 
(612) 618-0024 
jconnelly00@aol.com

510 East Commerce Drive, Belle Plaine

952-873-6740
117 N Meridian St • Belle Plaine

Open Daily 10am- 2am

www.chardgrading.com

Tom Chard
(952) 693-5299

Dan Chard
(952) 873-9793

We will exceed your expectations in quality, value and service.
FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED | 40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE

301 




