
PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
Monday - Friday | 8:00 am - 3:00 pm 

Mass Schedule 
Weekend Masses 

Saturday | 4:15pm 

Sunday | 8:00am, 10:00am 

Weekday Masses 

Tuesday | 6:30pm 

Wednesday, Thursday, Friday | 8:30am 

Holy Days & Holidays 
Consult bulletin.  

Eucharist Adoration 
Wednesday | 9:00am - 10:00pm 

 

Sacraments 

Sacrament of Confession 
30 mins prior to Mass. 

Sacrament of Marriage 
Make arrangements with the Parish Office six 

months prior to proposed wedding date. 

Sacrament of Baptism 

Congratulations! Thank you for accepting and 

caring for one of God’s greatest gifts. As part of 

Baptism preparation, expectant parents are 

required to attend Mass weekly. Please contact 

the Parish Office (952) 873-6564. We look 

forward to getting to know you and your baby. 

Bulletin Announcements 

If you would like to post in the bulletin, please 

send an email to:  bulletineditor@olp.church  

by noon on Monday for the following Sunday. 

(Hoidays may have earlier deadlines) 

IN CASE OF AN 
EMERGENCY 
Please contact 952-992-0140 

200 East Church Street  |  Belle Plaine, Minnesota 56011 
952-873-6564  |  www.ourladyoftheprairie.com 

 

September 29, 2024 



PARISH STAFF 
(952) 873-6564 

PASTOR 
Fr. Michael Kaluza | 
mkaluza@olp.church 

BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR 
Kelly Pumper | kpumper@olp.church 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
Anita Glisczinski | Bonnie Weber 
frontdesk@ourladyoftheprairie.com 

PRINCIPAL OF PARISH SCHOOL  
& PRESCHOOL DIRECTOR 
Sheila Hendricks | 
shendricks@olp.church 

FACILITIES MANAGER 
Patrick Schroers 
pschroers@olp.church 

DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS 
EDUCATION 
Mark Simons | 
msimons@ourladyoftheprairie.com 

CEMETERY CARETAKER 
Keith Heitkamp | 
heitkampkeith@gmail.com  

LAY LEADERSHIP POSITIONS 
TRUSTEES 
Charlotte Mulroy, Sue Schultz 

PARISH COUNCIL 
Mike Buchanan, Dan Flynn, Ginny 
Morgan, Allen Schmitz, Ty Buesgens, 
Renee Schultz, James Fogarty,  
Brian Berger, Joan Brueggemeier,  
Bob Smith, Susan Cole, Greg O’Brien  

SCHOOL ADVISORY COUNCIL 
Ashley Simons, Matt Offerdahl, 
Loni Scheff, Danielle Campos, Kim Baltus 

FINANCE COUNCIL 
Dan Neisen, Maria Tracy, Jerome 
Flaherty, Joe Vandermark, Jim Koepp 

A MESSAGE FROM FATHER MICHAEL . . .  

Each day we have choices to make in choosing 

to conform our lives to the will of God, or choosing 

something that separates us from God. In our 

school, our teachers explain that Christians need 

to make good choices. Each day all of us are 

presented with opportunities to make good or bad 

choices. The Gospel reminds us that there are 

consequences and ramifications to making good 

and bad choices. In choosing the good, sometimes that means we 

need to “cut off” certain actions and behaviors, because they prevent 

us from fully realizing our human potential. That might even mean 

according to the secular culture that we are not always politically 

correct or part of the “popular crowd” because of how our faith 

informs our choices and actions. While the world might not 

understand it, we know that we want to reach the fullness of 

beatitude in the Kingdom. That’s what Jesus wants for us as well. 

We have a great heritage and a bright future. God works in and 

through our lives in wonderful ways and allows us to live the faith that 

we profess! 

God bless you! 

Father Michael Kaluza 
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If you know of someone you would like added to the prayer list, please notify the 
bulletin editor or Parish Office. Obtain the permission of the person you wish to 
add before calling or emailing. Names will remain on the list for four weeks.  

Bud Steen 

Sara Meyer 

Bob Koenig 

Matt Hennen 

Mary Pat Murphy 

Cara Miller                                           

Rajen Sidhu 

Don Morrison 

Mike Duffy 

Chuck Kroells 

David Clark 

Eileen Effertz 

Natalie (Covington) Ruiz 

Jordan Ruiz 

David May 

Dylan May 

Sean Alander 

and for all military members & their families. 

If your family has an enlisted service member, 
please contact Ginny Morgan:  (701) 212-3109 
(leave a message). 

PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY 

October is Respect Life Month.  

Please pray this prayer daily, that all come to respect the gift of life: 

Heavenly Father, in Your love for 
us, protect against the wickedness 
of the devil, those helpless  little 
ones to whom You have given the 
gift of life. 

Touch with pity the hearts of those 
women pregnant in our world 
today who are not thinking of 
motherhood. 

Help them to see that the child they 
carry is made in Your image- as well 
as theirs - made for eternal life. 

Dispel their fear and selfishness and give them true womanly hearts to 
love their babies and give them birth and all the needed care that a 
mother can give. 

We ask this through Jesus Christ, your Son, Our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, One God forever and ever.  Amen. 

mailto:heitkampkeith@gmail.com
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Weekly Collection Goal for Month . . . . . . . . . . . . $8,873.00     

9/22/2024 Collection (Week 12)* . . . . . . . . . . . . . $5,970.48 

Current Week Deficit  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    (-) $2,902.52 

MASS ATTENDANCE 

Saturday, September 21 at 4:15 pm  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 155     

Sunday, September 22 at 8:00 am . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 189 

Sunday, September 22 at 10:00 am . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..  134 

Livestream views . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  N/A 

Total Registered Active Families   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 486 

Total Registered Active Members  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,293 

*Collection week includes envelopes and loose total for 
that weekend collection. 

Automatic Contributions 

Did you know your contributions can be automatically 

deducted from your checking, savings, or credit card 

account? For more information call the parish office at 

952-873-6564 or check out our website. 

ATTEND      SERVE       GIVE       GROW 

Southwest Deanery 
Council of Catholic Women’s 

Mission Event 
Thursday, October 10 

St. Wenceslaus Parish Activity Center 

215 Main St. E. 

New Prague, MN 

Speaker:  Sister Stephanie 

School Sisters of Notre Dame 

“Are women of hope, committed to bringing  

Jesus’ message of love and unity to the world.” 

Food Provided 

Admission will be a monetary donation  

given by your CCW or personally. 

Questions:  Mary (507) 744-5154 

 email:  mary.wick@sswaints.org 

All Members Are Welcome! 
Chances to win many beautiful items. 

Doors open at 5:15 pm 

SEVEN SISTERS APOSTOLATE 

The Seven Sisters is a group of 

women committed to making a 

weekly visit to the Blessed Sacra-

ment to pray specifically for our 

pastor, Father Michael. We have 

one group of “sisters”. Each has 

chosen a specific day of the 

week to make a Holy Hour for 

our pastor. We are part of a worldwide apostolate based 

out of the Archdiocese of St. Paul, Minneapolis. Our year 

officially begins in June with the Solemnity of the Sacred 

Heart, but you may join at any time.  

To learn more about joining Seven Sisters in our parish, 

contact Ginny Morgan at: 

 vmorganginnylou@gmail.com, or (701) 212-3109. 

P R I E S T H O O D  

September 29 
Heavenly Father, pour out Your grace on the priests You have 

made.  Let them remember that in  performing their tasks, 
they are never alone. Strengthen them with the gifts of the 

Holy Spirit,  and help them to serve their parishioners. 
 

We Appreciate Father Kaluza! 

Su n d a y  



 OUR LADY OF THE PRAIRIE CATHOLIC CHURCH  

PAGE 3 

Our Lady of the Prairie  

       Catholic School 

2024 Marathon of Prayer 
September 27 through October 15 

Sponsored by the Knights of Columbus 

Our Marathon of Prayer is quickly approaching. 

We are very excited to participate in the prayers 

and walking to support our school and pray for 

all of those who have requested our prayers. All 

families, Preschool through 6th grade are 

invited to participate.  The proceeds from the 

Marathon play an instrumental portion of our 

annual budget. It helps supply core and 

supplemental curriculum along with helping 

with the overall budget to run the school. We 

are grateful for everyone who supports our 

school.  

We are seeking to match funds raised at 

levels of $250, $500, $1,000, $1,500, $2,000. 

Students will be walking a total of 20 laps over a 

two day period and will be praying a specific 

prayer for each lap. 

1. Prayers of thanksgiving to God 

2. Prayer for Catholic Schools 

3. Sick & dying 

4. Souls in purgatory 

5. The hungry/homeless 

6. Priest, deacon, and sisters vocations 

7. Prayers for matching donation sponsors 

8. Prayers of blessings from God 

9. Prayer for Students 

10. Rosary 

11. An end to abortion 

12. Cancer survivors & sufferers 

13. The imprisoned and lonely 

14. Local, national and global leaders  

15. Those who have fallen away from their faith 

16. Prayer for teachers 

17. Beatitudes 

18. Prayer for parents 

19. Prayer for grandparents 

20. Rosary 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Monday, September 30              

 

2:40-3:00 pm 

No Mass 

PTA Meeting in Roedel Hall 

Tuesday, October 1 

6:30 pm 

7:00 pm 

7:00 pm 

Mass 

KC Meeting in Parish Hall 

CCW Meeting in Roedel Hall  

Wednesday, October 2     The Holy Guardian Angels 

8:30 am 
 

5:00-7:00 pm 

6:20 pm 

Mass - OLP Students 
Coffee & donuts after Mass 

Women’s Small Group in Conference Rm 

Religious Education Classes 
Parents stay to meet with Father Kaluza 
and Mark Simons, RE Director 

Thursday, October 3 

8:30 am 

 

Mass 

 

Friday , October 4 

8:30 am 

 

Mass 

 

Saturday, Ocyober 5         St. Faustina Feast Day 

4:15 pm 

4:00-7:00 pm 

Mass 

OLP School Spaghetti Dinner Fund Raiser 
in Parish Hall - sponsored by PTA & 
Catholic United Financial 

Sunday, October 6             Respect Life Sunday 

8:00 am Mass 

10:00 am Mass 

Saturday, October 5, 4:15 pm 

Greeters: Patrick & Charlotte Mulroy 

Lector: Sarah Williams 

EMHC: 
Sarah Williams, Betty Weldon,  
Volunteers (2) 

Ushers: 
Jim Fogarty, Joe Hartman, Scott Williams, 

Chris Weldon 

Servers: Elijah Williams, Volunteer 

Gift Bearers: Volunteers 

Sunday, October 6,  8:00 am      

Greeters: Tom & Pam Cates 

Lector: Janice Teal 

EMHC: 
Rita Halquist, Sharon Schmitz, Susan Cole, 

Bob Fahey 

Ushers: 
Mark Hartman, Calvin Hartman,  

John Edberg, Paul Guertin 

Servers: 
Henry Hennen, Luke Hennen,  

Peter Hennen 

Gift Bearers: Volunteers 

Sunday, October 6, 10:00 am     

Greeters: Troy & Nora Wermerskirchen 

Lector: Mary Randklev 

EMHC: 
Rick Morgan, Terry Feddersen, Jason Palo, 

Karen Vandermark 

Ushers: 
Jim Gerres, Jim Covington, Jeff Klein,  

Johan Miller 

Servers: 
Cole Chessen, Emmett Strauss,  
JD Vandermark 

Gift Bearers: Volunteers 

EMHC: 
Janice Teal (Kingsway)                               

Sue Halloran (Lutheran Home) 

Mon 30 Sept   No Mass † 

Tue 01 Oct 6:30 pm d. Kathy Kaluza † 

Wed 02 Oct 8:30 am d. Emmett & Helen McCue † 

Thur 03 Oct 8:30 am d. Mark Robeck † 

 Fri 04 Oct 8:30 am d. Brent Meyer † 

Sat 05 Oct 4:15 pm liv. & d. Leo Sullivan Family † 

Sun 06 Oct  8:00 am d. Ryan Laabs † 

 10:00 am For the Parish † 

MASS INTENTIONS READINGS 

Readings for the week of September 29, 2024 

Sunday: Nm 11:25-29/Ps 19:8, 10, 12-13, 14 (9a)/Jas 5:1
-6/Mk 9:38-43, 45, 47-48 

Monday: Jb 1:6-22/Ps 17:1bcd, 2-3, 6-7/Lk 9:46-50 

Tuesday: Jb 3:1-3, 11-17, 20-23/Ps 88:2-3, 4-5, 6, 7-8/Lk 
9:51-56 

Wednesday: Jb 9:1-12, 14-16/Ps 88:10bc-11, 12-13, 14-
15/Mt 18:1-5, 10 

Thursday: Jb 19:21-27/Ps 27:7-8a, 8b-9abc, 13-14/Lk 
10:1-12 

Friday: Jb 38:1, 12-21; 40:3-5/Ps 139:1-3, 7-8, 9-10, 13-
14ab/Lk 10:13-16 

Saturday: Jb 42:1-3, 5-6, 12-17/Ps 119:66, 71, 75, 91, 
125, 130/Lk 10:17-24 



October 2024
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

29 30 1 2 3 4 5
8 am d. Ryan Laabs                                                       
10am For the Parish

6:30 pm d. Kathy Kaluza                                                                       
7:00 pm KC Mtg. PH                                        
7:00 pm CCW Mtg. (RH)                                                          

8:30 am Emmett & Helen McCue                      
5-7pm Women's Small Group in Conf Rm 
(Leticia Fogarty)                                                                 
6:20 pm RE Class                                  
(Parents stay and meet with Father & 
DRE)

Kelly Pumper Out of office                              
8:30 am d. Mark Robeck

8:30 am d. Brent Meyer                                 
School Picture Day                                            
Set-Up for Spaghetti Dinner                          
(3-8:00pm) PH

4:15 pm liv.& d. Leo Sullivan Family       
School Spaghetti Dinner(PH)                               

6 7 8 9 10 11 12
8:00 am Ryan Laabs                                               
10:00 am For the Parish

Father Kaluza Out of Office                     
Father Roger Hessian Presiding                                                 
6:30 pm liv.&d. Dan Murphy Family         

Fr. Kaluza Out of Office                                        
Father Roger Hessian Presiding                                                                 
8:30 am d. Jim Halloran                                 
6:30 pm RE Class                                                       
5-7pm Women's Small Grp in Conf Rm            

Father Kaluza Out of Office                     
Father Roger Hessian Presiding                                 
8:30 am d. Rev. Patrick J. Ryan               

Father Kaluza Out of Office                      
Father Roger Hessian Presiding               
8:30 am d. Kathy Kaluza

4:15 pm d. Mary Jane & Donald O'Brien                                                       
ME Kitchen 2-4pm                                                    
Box of Joy Announced

13 14 15 16 17 18 19
8:00 am d. Christine Zehnder                        
10:00 am For the Parish                                       
ME Treats & Fellowship following Masses 
(Sunday Only)                                                         
7:00 pm ME Meeting (RH)                                                 
Box of Joy Announced

6:30 pm CCW Volunteers                          
1:30 pm Kingsway Mass

8:30 am liv. Florentina Faunillan                    
Fr. Kaluza Out of Office                                                  
Fr. Roger Hessian Presiding                                 
No RE Class                                                                 
No School/Parish Office Closed                                                             
CSCOE Prof. Development                                   
5-7pm Women's Small Grp in CR         

8:30 am d. N.K. & Dorothy Larson                    
2:00 pm Lutheran Home Mass

8:30 am d. Dorothy Steinhoff 4:15 pm For the Parish

20 21 22 23 24 25 26
8:00 am d. Paul Tupele                                  
10:00 am d. Eleta Donaldson                            
CUF Treats & Fellowship following 
Masses(Sunday Only)                  

1:30 pm Kingsway                                               
6:30 pm d. Gary Halloran

8:30 am Philip Mickus                                   
Virtus Safe Environment Lesson             
12N Ecumenical Lunch                               
1:00 pm Staff Meeting                                 
3:00 pm Teacher Staff Meeting                                  
5-7pm Women's Small Grp in CR       

8:30 am d. Susan Flaschenriem 8:30 am d. Tim Randklev 4:15 pm For the Parish                                     
KC Treats & Fellowship

27 28 29 30 31 1 2
8:00 am d. Patrick Bigaouette                  
10:00 am liv. Jamie Rand                                     
KC Treats & Fellowship

6:30 pm Gary McCue 8:30 am Bill Saxe                                            
6:20 pm RE Class                                                         
5-7pm Women's Small Grp in CR           

8:30 am d. Rev. Fred Meyer All  Saints Day                                                        
Holy Day of Obligation                                                           
8:30 am liv. Florentina Faunillan                            
6:30 pm d. Rev. Lawrence(Larry) R. 
Johnson

All Soul Days                                                    
9:00 am Church Cleaning                                                               
4:15 pm d. Dick Hayden                                 
Blest Art 11/2 & 11/3                                         
CCW using Kitchen                                             
CCW Treats & Fellowship                
following Mass                                            

3 4 Notes
8:00 am  For the Parish                                  
10:00 am d. Paul Rand                                    
Blest Art 11/2 & 11/3                                               
CCW Treats & Fellowship following Masses                      

Adoration: Every Wednesday 9:00 AM-10:00 PM             Sacrament of Confession: Half Hour before mass each day                                                                       
*RH - Roedel Hall Gathering Space)                                       *PH - Parish Hall                                                                                                           
*CGS - Caticesis of the Good Shepherd                            *CI - Catechetical Institute                                                                              
*TGA - The Great Adventure                                                           * CR- Conference Room





 

PreK 

Our preschool year is off to a fantastic start! We have 14 energetic little ones 

excited about learning and already engaged in a variety of activities. We have had so 

many first experiences in the month of September. Visiting the OLP Library is a *New* 

opportunity for preschool this year. We continue to get acquainted with classmates and 

the school routine. Students are creating colorful watercolor paintings, building with a 

variety of blocks and participating in spontaneous musical instrument parades. Our first 

themes included school, apples and Bible stories. Our classroom has been filled with a 

few tears, lots of laughter and tons of fun. We have been practicing our good manners 

so if you see us in the hallway please smile and wave. Students can't wait to ride the big 

school bus to the apple orchard.   

Mrs. Ross 

&  

200 East Church Street, Belle Plaine, Minnesota  56011    September, 2024 

A Note from the Principal . . .  

Students, teachers, families, and staff are off to a terrific start of the 2024-25 school year!  

Saint Anthony of Padua is our September Saint. If you haven’t, I strongly encourage you to read about this amazing saint. Do 

you know where he stands in our church?  

There are two field trips scheduled for September: grades 5-6 Cedar Lake Farm Regional Park; grades PreK-3 Ferguson’s Apple 

Orchard. 

Monday morning prayer huddle. Teachers and staff join together in prayer each week to thank our Lord for his many blessings 

and to guide our hearts and minds throughout the day and week. 

Our first round of NWEA testing begins in September. Testing data connects with IXL and other technology to help meet 

students where they are to challenge them in math and reading. 

Specialist classes are well underway: Art, Library, Physical Education, Music, and newly added C-STEM. More to come on this. 

We are blessed to have our Catholic school. We are blessed with an amazing staff and incredible families. We thank our Parish 

for your prayers and support. 

God bless you, Mrs. Hendricks 

A Word from Father Michael . . . 

 As fall approaches, we are grateful for the blessings of school and learning.  Education helps us to realize the omnipotence 

of God and all that he has bestowed upon humanity.  In order to be good stewards of creation, we need to learn so that we can 

make the world a better place.  As Christians we bring that unique flavor to the world that has the understanding of God as the 

author of all.  Our duty is to become familiar with God’s gifts and use them appropriately so that we can grow in holiness which 

makes us more like God.  Since we have been so highly blessed our responsibility becomes to share those blessings and make 

God’s love known to all. 

Thanks to everyone for the success of our annual Prayer Marathon.  It is an important fundraiser for our school, but even 

more is the opportunity to be together, do something for our own spiritual lives, and spend time with God.  Prayer is simply that.  

My prayer is that our school may continue to provide a rigorous Catholic education in Belle Plaine for many generations yet to 

come. 

God bless you, Father Michael Kaluza 

Date:  Monday, September 30 

Time:  2:40 - 3:00 pm 

Place: Roedel Hall 



1st/2nd/3rd Grades 

Welcome back to school families! The 

past few weeks we have been getting 

back into routine and reviewing rules we follow in our classroom. It is so 

nice to see the kids enjoy each other's friendship. In Math first, second 

and third have reviewed strategies for adding. In Science we are 

studying traits of birds. We used bent straws as beaks to pick up food 

(noodles) and a cup and discussed what worked best. In Social class 

we are learning about being part of a community and why we need 

rules and laws. First grade believe and read are reviewing letter sounds 

and tapping out one syllable words. Second grade has reviewed why a 

one syllable word with one vowel makes a short vowel sound. Third 

grade is reviewing syllables and short and long vowel sounds. Our 

Religion classes are focused on Jesus is God’s Son and teaches us to 

love God and that God Loves Us. Blessings to all, Mrs. Hennen 
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Kindergarten 

Welcome back to school everyone! We have had a great first 

few weeks in kindergarten. Students have been trying lots of 

new activities and routines, as well as getting to know new 

friends. We have been practicing being good friends and 

helping while at school. How can we show kindness and 

love like Jesus loves us? In our Believe and Read program, 

the kindergarteners begin the year by practicing pre-writing 

skills including proper writing posture and pencil grip, as 

well as letter sounds and names. In math the focus has 

been on sorting things into groups by size, shape, and color. 

We were also excited to begin Catechesis of the Good 

Shepherd in our new Atrium space this year! It's going to be 

a great year of fun and learning! God Bless, Ms. Schroers 

The stars have already completed tests in Spelling, Social Studies, 

Math, Science, Religion and Reading. We are gearing up for a hands on 

year of science activities. They did an outstanding job leading the 

Children’s Mass and welcome Dr. Hendricks into the classroom weekly.  

During their time with their principal, they explore the weekly gospel 

with discussions on how to cultivate a deeper relationship with Jesus.  

We added, “Thankful Thursday”, to our daily announcements and spend 

time in gratitude for all our gifts. These stars are not only excellent 

students, they are superb leaders in our school. If you see these stars 

out and about, please be sure to ask them what they are learning.  

Phy Ed: September’s focus: Basic skills and fitness. We 

completed a fitness test to set baseline marks for jumping 

jacks, sprints, sit-ups, push-ups and flexibility. We will test 

each quarter with a goal of improving in each area. While 

competition against others can be fun, fitness is really 

about being getting better and healthier! 

Art: Ask your student about his/her drawing on our bulletin 

board outside of Roedel Hall featuring the Corporal and 

Spiritual Works of Mercy. In K-2, we will be learning about 

famous artists this year, starting with Pier Mondrian, who 

used straight lines and primary colors to explore 

composition. In the 3-6 class, we learned about what makes 

a good logo and will be designing a logo that can be used in 

a variety of ways.  Mrs. Vandermark 

Mrs. Moonen’s 5th/6th grade stars are out of this world!  
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of RADON?
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Brent W. Meyer   

   Blessings to all:
   Gerald , Carman Meyer & family
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Meet Randy.
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2 GREAT LOCATIONS!2 GREAT LOCATIONS!

15%
 off

on food only 
Per Table

952-300-8947
749 E. Enterprise Dr. | Belle Plaine

952-457-3548952-457-3548

Matt-Saxe-Chevrolet, Inc.
“You’ll Like our Attitude” 

952-873-2234
www.mattsaxechevy.com

909 Enterprise Drive • Belle Plaine, MN

Please Join Belle Plaine Council 1503
Scan this QR code and enter code

BLESSEDMCGIVNEY for free membership

JIM CONNELLY  
MONUMENTS

Give your children the gift 
of peace of mind, plan ahead

Contact Jim, Your Local Partner: 
(612) 618-0024 
jconnelly00@aol.com

510 East Commerce Drive, Belle Plaine

952-873-6740
117 N Meridian St • Belle Plaine

Open Daily 10am- 2am

www.chardgrading.com

Tom Chard
(952) 693-5299

Dan Chard
(952) 873-9793

We will exceed your expectations in quality, value and service.
FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED | 40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE
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