
PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
Monday - Thursday | 8:00am - 3:00pm 

Mass Schedule 
Weekend Masses 
Saturday | 4:15pm 
Sunday | 8:00am, 10:00am 

Weekday Masses 
Tuesday | 6:30pm 
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday | 8:30am 

Holy Days & Holidays 
Consult bulletin.  

Eucharist Adoration 
Wednesday | 9:00am - 10:00pm 
 

SACRAMENTS 
Sacrament of Confession 
30 mins prior to Mass. 

Sacrament of Marriage 
Make arrangements with the Parish Office six 
months prior to proposed wedding date. 

Sacrament of Baptism 
Congratulations! Thank you for accepting and 
caring for one of God’s greatest gifts. As part of 
Baptism preparation, expectant parents are 
required to attend Mass weekly. Please contact 
the Parish Office (952) 873-6564. We look 
forward to getting to know you and your baby. 

Bulletin Announcements 
If you would like to post in the bulletin, please 
send an email to:  bulletineditor@olp.church  
by noon on Monday for the following Sunday. 
(Hoidays may have earlier deadlines) 

IN CASE OF AN 
EMERGENCY 
Please contact 952-992-0140 

200 East Church Street  |  Belle Plaine, Minnesota 56011 
952-873-6564  |  www.ourladyoftheprairie.com 
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PARISH STAFF 
(952) 873-6564 

PASTOR 
Fr. Michael Kaluza | 
mkaluza@olp.church 

BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR 
Kelly Pumper | kpumper@olp.church 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
Anita Glisczinski | Bonnie Weber 
frontdesk@ourladyoftheprairie.com 

PRINCIPAL OF PARISH SCHOOL  
& PRESCHOOL DIRECTOR 
Sheila Hendricks | 
shendricks@olp.church 

FACILITIES MANAGER 
Patrick Schroers 
pschroers@olp.church 

DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS 
EDUCATION 
Mark Simons | 
msimons@ourladyoftheprairie.com 

CEMETERY CARETAKER 
Keith Heitkamp | 
heitkampkeith@gmail.com  

LAY LEADERSHIP POSITIONS 
TRUSTEES 
Charlotte Mulroy, Sue Schultz 

PARISH COUNCIL 
Mike Buchanan, Dan Flynn, Ginny 
Morgan, Allen Schmitz, Ty Buesgens, 
Renee Schultz, Leticia Fogarty, Cindy 
Berger, Joan Brueggemeier, Sandy 
Schroers, Bob Smith, Tim Murphy 

SCHOOL ADVISORY COUNCIL 
Ashley Simons, Matt Offerdahl, 
Loni Scheff, Jason Palo, Kim Baltus 

FINANCE COUNCIL 
Dan Neisen, Maria Tracy, Jerome 

A MESSAGE FROM FATHER MICHAEL . . .  

We often experience the difficulties and 

hardships of life, but when we contemplate the 

goodness of God, we recognize the blessings.  God 

always showers  us with gifts and the greatest gift 

is forgiveness of our sins.  We know that we live in 

a broken world – broken because of sin.  We are 

the perpetrators and victims of sin.  Only through 

forgiveness is our relationship with God fully restored.  Saint Paul 

writes about our new creation in what Jesus has done for us in the 

second reading. 

Life holds many storms and the scriptures this weekend 

introduce us to the power of nature.  The first reading from the book 

of Job demonstrates that God has control over the great forces of 

nature.  God's love and wisdom are always operating and we do not 

completely understand God's ways.  Yet our lives are called to 

conform to God's ways. 

Jesus also reveals his saving power in the Gospel.  Our human 

nature is weak and we sense the fear of the apostles in the boat with 

Jesus traveling through the storm.  Jesus calms the winds and storms 

of life.  Even the apostles did not recognize the power of their own 

faith, but they knew that Jesus held the key.  Jesus also holds the key 

for us to increase our faith.  We need faith to endure the difficulties of 

life and with faith all things are possible.  With faith there is no reason 

to be discouraged by troubles, because faith always leads to 

victory!  May we also be open to allowing our faith to grow firm and 

then allow what has been granted to us to be shared. 

God bless you, 

Father Michael Kaluza 
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WELCOME  
PARISHIONERS & GUESTS 

We’re happy to  
have you with us today! 

If you know of someone you would like added to the prayer list, please notify the 
bulletin editor or Parish Office. Obtain the permission of the person you wish to 
add before calling or emailing. Names will remain on the list for four weeks.  

Bud Steen 

Sara Meyer 

Bob Koenig 

Matt Hennen 

Ethan Fahey 

Cara Miller 

Rajen Sidhu 

Betty Wolf 

Lynn Skelly 

Irene Castor 

Mike Duffy 

Prayer Requests 
Archangel Raphael Patron Saint of Healing. 
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• onesies 

• preemie diapers 

• size 5 diapers 

• Receiving blankets 

• baby girl pants size 0-3 months 

• baby wipes (prefer fragrance free/sensitive skin) 

• baby sleepers size 0-3 months and size 6-9 mos 

• Fitted sheets for Pack 'N Plays 

• Baby quilts or fleece blankets 

• Hooded bath towels (a big need for these) 

• diaper cream, baby lotion, baby wash & shampoo  

• Winter clothing (pants outfits, heavier sleepers) 
size 3-6 mos. 

• Summer clothing (lighter sleepers) size 3-6 mos 

• Jackets/coats 18 months to size 2T 

• Baby board books, infant rattles or teethers, 
washcloth sets 

Thank you for helping little ones and their moms!  

OLP will be collecting baby items  
mid-June thru mid-July.  

Please place donated NEW items in the 
wooden cradle in the back of church. 

Birthright has been very busy with many clients!  

Currently, they are in urgent need of the following: 

If you would like to make a monetary donation,  
phone Birthright of Mankato at (507) 387-7818. 

Weekly Collection Goal for Month . . . . . . . . . . . . $8,344.00 

6/16/2024 Collection (Week 51)* . . . . . . . . . . . . . $5,857.00 

Current Week Deficit  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  (-) $2,487.00 

Maintenance Fund . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   $2,847.00 

MASS ATTENDANCE 

Saturday, June 15 at 4:15 pm . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  209    

Sunday, June 16 at 8:00 am . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 147   

Sunday, June 16 at 10:00 am . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 150   

Livestream views . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24  

Total Registered Active Families   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   486 

Total Registered Active Members  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1,293 

*Collection week includes envelopes and loose total for 
that weekend collection. 

Automatic Contributions 
Did you know your contributions can be automatically 
deducted from your checking, savings, or credit card 
account? For more information call the parish office at 
952-873-6564 or check out our website. 

ATTEND      SERVE       GIVE       GROW 

Dedicated to helping young people strengthen and grow in the 
understanding of their faith in Jesus Christ. 

 Our Lady of the Prairie will be hosting  
Totus Tuus during the week of July 13-20, 2024.  

    Grades 1-6   Grades 7-12  
          9AM-2PM     6:30PM-8:15PM 

We are looking for two homes for our missionaries to stay at during 
the week. We are also looking for help with serving meals that week.  

If you are interested in helping out, please contact: 
       Mr. Simons, Director of Religious Education 

     msimons@olp.church or (952) 873-6564 

Registration Forms are  
available in the Parish Office. 

Thank you for your consideration in lending a 
hand, and for your prayerful support as all of the 

details of this wonderful opportunity for our 
parish youth to come together. 

CATHOLIC SUMMER YOUTH PROGRAM 

Pastoral Council  

Ballots available 

June 29 & 30 



Dear Families and Friends of OLP, 

Grace and peace to you from Our Lady of the Prairie Catholic School. 
As we reflect on the 2023-24 academic year filled with hope, faith, 
and learning, it is with joy and gratitude that I address you in this State 
of the School report. 

Guided by our shared faith and commitment to academic excellence, 
we strive to create an environment where every child feels welcomed, 
valued, and empowered to reach their fullest potential. 

This past year we have focused on diverse learning experiences, 
growing our enrollment, reorganizing spaces, community building, 
faith and service. 

As we look ahead to the future, let us remain united in prayer and 
purpose, knowing that together, with Christ as our beacon of hope, we 
can overcome any obstacle and continue to shine in our world. 

Thank you for your continued support and partnership in the 
education and formation of our students. May God bless you 
abundantly. 

Yours in Christ, 

 

 
Sheila Hendricks, Principal  

 
 
Our Lady of the Prairie 
Catholic School 

200 East Church St. 

Belle Plaine, MN  56011 

(952) 873-5654 

Mission Statement:  Our Lady of the Prairie Catholic School is dedicated to embracing 
the whole child by guiding them spiritually, socially, emotionally, and academically. Our 
school follows the principles of the Roman Catholic faith and instills its core values in a 
nurturing multiage classroom environment where all students thrive in the Light of Christ. 

Minnesota Nonpublic School Accreditation Association (MNSAA) Strategies 

Explore, evaluate, and implement education opportunities meeting the needs of diverse learners. 

• Believe and Read Weekly Staff Development Coach 

• Test Data show high growth and improvement 

Protocol used to address student learning needs 

• Adjusted/added student reading  

• Interventionist one-on-one time 

Technology used to support student learning 

• Formative assessment - improved student engagement 

• Summative assessment - improved NWEA test scores 

Improve teacher compensation and benefits 

• Tuition from enrollment is one of the three factors that contribute to teacher salaries. 
Our focus is to grow our preschool enrollment and retain those families into our K-6 
program. Last year 30% of our eligible kindergarten students were retained. This 
year 83% of eligible kindergarten students registered for the 2024-2025 school year. 

Teachers will have opportunities for professional development 

Funding Our Mission - Fiscal Year July 1, 2022 through June 30, 2023 

School Revenue - $377,853   School Expenses - $377,853 

• Believe and Read 

• Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 

• Inhouse Teacher Technology 

• NWEA Test Data Analysis 

• Creative Teaching Techniques 

◼ Tuition & Fees $142,760 

◼ Fundraising $122,925 
◼ Scholarships/ $49,610 
     Grants/Restricted Donations 

◼ Parish Support $33,001 
◼ Government  $22,633 
     Title Fund Reimbursement 

◼ Donations $6,924 

◼ Salaries, Benefits, Taxes  $287,855 
◼ Fundraising Expenses      $28,766 
◼ Expenditures Grant          $27,747 
     Restricted Donatons 
◼ Educational Supplies        $11,834 
◼ Professional Fees      $11,443 
     Marketing 
     Appreciation 
     Hospitality 

◼ Utilities          $9,757 
◼ Maintenance   $254 
     & Repairs  
◼ Computer         $197 
     Hardware/Software 



Culture and Accomplishments 

• Classroom Smartboards (EANS Grant) 

• Preschool moved to main school 
building 

• Library moved to main floor of Holy 
Childhood Building 

• Became a Believe and Read School 

• Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 
      - First Reconciliation, Holy Communion 

• Divine Mercy Chaplet sung Monthly 

• Family Socials 
      - Halloween Carnival, Mardi Gras  

• All School Mass - December 17, and 
January 28 with Alumni Choir 

• Christmas Program, Puppet Show, & 
Palm Braiding  

• Field Day  

• Graduation Preschool and 6th grade 

• Educational Trips: 

 Old Log Theatre Sea Life 

 Children’s Museum Yellow Barn 

 Valley Fair  Rad Zoo 

 Wolf Ridge Environmental Learning 

 Mass of the Holy Spirit - with 7,000 
 Catholic School students 

 Children’s Rosary Pilgrimage 

Service  

To instill the joy and duty of serving one 
another, each month PreK-6th grade focused 
on a specific service project. There was great 
joy and generosity in putting into practice 
service to others.  

October - May 

• Raked leaves 

• Filled boxes for Box of Joy 

• Sang Christmas Carols to the Kingsway 
residents 

• Made Tie Blankets for Kingsway residents 

• Crafted Valentine’s Cards for residents at 
Mary’s Place 

• Collected food for local food shelf  

• Cleaned grounds of  OLP church, school, 
and a local park 

• Created May-Day baskets for parishioners 

When he had washed their feet and taken his gar-

ments and resumed his place, he said to them, “Do 

you understand what I have done to you? You call 

me Teacher and Lord, and you are right, for so I 

am. If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed 

your feet, you also ought to wash one another's feet. 

For I have given you an example, that you also 

should do just as I have done to you.” John 13:12–

15 (The Revised Standard Version, 1973)  

Fundraising Activities 

• Spaghetti Dinner $1,582 

• Prayer Marathon $12,050 (doubled goal) 

• Mr. Norm Magician Show  
 - rewarded students for successful completion of the Prayer Marathon. 

• Waffle Breakfast $2,058  
 - proceeds go toward the Wolf Ridge  
 Environmental Learning Center  
 5th-6th grade class trip. 

• Catholic United Financial $17,800 
 - All School Bowling and Pizza  
 celebrating hard work and school spirit 

• Spring Gala  

 Net Profit  $78,704 

 Expenses  $18,663.29 

 Gross Profit $60,040.71 

 Fund-a-Need Goal $20,000 / Raised $10,000  

 Believe and Read Reading Curriculum  $7,000 

 Outdoor Basketball Court and Hoops  $7,500   

 Teacher/Classroom materials for 2024-25 $5,500 

School Gifts - Fiscal Year July 1, 2023 through June, 2024 

Individual Donations $9,388 
  - Average gift  $1,099 

EANS Grant  $13,280 

CSCOE Grants 

• Marketing $8,450 

• 3R Grant $15,000 

• Preschool $25,000 

Current Staff 

Pastor   Father Michael Kaluza 

Principal   Sheila Hendricks 

Business Admin.  Kelly Pumper 

Religious Education Mark Simons, Director 

Admin Assistants Anita Glisczinski 

    Bonnie Weber  

Maintenance  Pat Schroers  

Cemetery Caretaker Keith Heitkamp  

Marketing   Ashley Simons  

Hot Lunch Program Kim Baltus, Coordinator 

 

Teachers 

Preschool    Lisa Ross  

Kindergarten  Rachel Schroers 

1st, 2nd, 3rd  Nellie Hennen  

5th, 6th grades  Open 

Music   Carolyn Gleason 

Librarian   Georgine Gansen, Volunteer  

Phy.Ed., Art,  Open 
Playground Supv., Reading Interventionist  

mailto:mkaluza@ourladyoftheprairie.com
mailto:aglisczinski@ourladyoftheprairie.com
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Monday, June 24  The Nativity of John the Baptist 

 No Mass 

Tuesday, June 25 

1:30 pm 

6:30 pm 

 

Kingsway Mass 

Mass 

Wednesday, June  26 

8:30 am 

 

 

Mass  

Coffee & Donuts after Mass 

 

Thursday, June 27 

8:30 am 

2:00 pm  

 

Mass   

Lutheran Home Mass 

Friday, June 28 

8:30 am 

  

 Mass  

Office Closed 

Saturday, June 29 

2:00 pm 
 

4:15 pm 

Natalie Mesker & Zachary Utendorfer 
Wedding at St. Brendan’s, Green Isle 

Mass 

Sunday, June 30          

8:00 am 

 

Mass  

10:00 am Mass 

Saturday, June 29, 4:15 pm 

Greeters: Sharon & Allen Schmitz 

Lector: Sarah Williams 

EMHC: 
Sarah Williams, Betty Weldon,      
Volunteers (2) 

Ushers: 
Jim Fogarty, Joe Hartman,                       
Scott Williams, Chris Weldon 

Servers: MJ Kurvers, Elijah Williams 

Gift Bearers: Volunteers 

Sunday, June 30, 8:00 am      

Greeters: Mark & Leticia Fogarty 

Lector: Dr. Tim Halloran 

EMHC: 
Rita Halquist, Sharon Schmitz,              
Susan Cole, Bob Fahey                

Ushers: 
Mark Hartman, Calvin Hartman,            
John Edberg, Paul Guertin 

Servers: 
Henry Hennen, Luke Hennen,               
Peter Hennen 

Gift Bearers: Volunteers 

Sunday, June 30 , 10:00 a.m     

Greeters: Rick & Ginny Morgan 

Lector: Rick Morgan 

EMHC: 
Nora Wermerskirchen, Terry Feddersen, 
Jason Palo, Karen Vandermark 

Ushers: 
Jim Gerres, Jim Covington,                         
Jeff Klein, Johan Miller 

Servers: Stella Scheff, William Scheff 

Gift Bearers: Volunteers 

EMHC: 
Mary Moriarty (Kingsway)                                
Georgine Gansen (Lutheran Home)                                

Mon 24 June  No Mass † 

Tue  25  June 6:30 pm d.  NK & Dorothy Larson † 

Wed 26 June 8:30 am d.  Gloria Graham AOD † 

Thur 27 June 8:30 am  d.  Emmett & Helen McCue † 

Fri 28 June 8:30 am d. Gary McCue † 

Sat  29 June 4:15 pm For the Parish † 

Sun 30 June 8:00 am d. Eldina Eyrich † 

 10:00 am 
d. Joseph & Katie  
Burmeister 

† 

MASS INTENTIONS READINGS 

For the Week of  June  23, 2024 

Sunday: Jb 38:1, 8-11/Ps 107:23-24, 25-26, 28-29, 30-31 
(1b)/2 Cor 5:14-17/Mk 4:35-41 

Monday: Is 49:1-6/Ps 139:1b-3, 13-14ab, 14c-15/Acts 
13:22-26/Lk 1:57-66, 80 

Tuesday: 2 Kgs 19:9b-11, 14-21, 31-35a, 36/Ps 48:2-3ab, 
3cd-4, 10-11/Mt 7:6, 12-14 

Wednesday: 2 Kgs 22:8-13; 23:1-3/Ps 119:33, 34, 35, 36, 
37, 40/Mt 7:15-20 

Thursday: 2 Kgs 24:8-17/Ps 79:1b-2, 3-5, 8, 9/Mt 7:21-29 

Friday: 2 Kgs 25:1-12/Ps 137:1-2, 3, 4-5, 6/Mt 8:1-4 

Saturday: Acts 3:1-10/Ps 19:2-3, 4-5/Gal 1:11-20/Jn 21:15-1 
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Belle Plaine                 M-F 6am-6pm

(952)-873-3951
www.angieslearningcenter.com

Does your home 
have high levels 

of RADON?
Call Today to make sure your home  

is safe from elevated RADON!
612-504-4540

Professional Air Duct Cleaning Services
Dryer Vent Cleaning • Air Duct Sanitizing

Matt Fahey, 612-490-5458

507-665-3300 
226 S. Main St • LeSueur

Creative Landscapes By: 

Lawns Are Us

Free Estimates  952-492-3160 
www.LawnsAreUs.com

Residential & Commercial

Neisen’s Red Door Bar
125 N Meridian

952-873-6305
& Rustic Room& Rustic Room
101 E Main• Belle Plaine

952-873-6810

PRAIRIE
FARM SUPPLY

952-873-4234
115 W. Church • Belle Plaine

Proudly Serving You From Four Locations!

Member FDIC    www.fnbmn.bank

St. Peter
226 Nassau Street • 507.931.4000

Mankato
500 Long Street • 507.625.1121

Belle Plaine
201 W. Main Street • 952.873.2296

Gaylord
209 Main Avenue • 507.237.5521

952-873-4TOW
Belle Plaine

Lockouts • Jump StartsLockouts • Jump Starts
Junker DisposalJunker Disposal         952-758-9110

1221 4th Ave E, Suite 100 • Shakopee 
115 1st Ave SE, Suite 200 • New Prague 

www.KubesRealty.com

Allen Schmitz
Realtor®, GRI, Broker Associate

612-483-1781
AllenSchmitzReatlor@gmail.com

Established 1968      Steve and Rick Hennen

Daly & Daly Inc. 
Tax and Accounting Services

Michael J. Daly 
Daly Office Building  

119 W. Main Street• Belle Plaine
Office: (952) 873-2213 • Fax: (952) 873-4237

Email: daly&daly@frontiernet.net 
Securities offered through Signator Investors, Inc. 

A registered broker/dealer. Member FINRA & SIPC.

39393939
In loving memory of: 

Brent W. Meyer   

   Blessings to all:
   Gerald , Carman Meyer & family

Sales, Service, Parts, and Body Shop

www.wolfmotors.com
952 .492 .2340
KENT BLADA

Edsel Faunillan – Realtor 
 
 

Your Home, My Priority EdselHomes@gmail.com 
995522  446655--66882200  

 Kolden
FUNERAL & CREMATION 

SERVICES
 

Karl & Rosemary
Kolden

952-873-6227 
www.koldenfuneralhome.com

We will exceed your expectations in quality, value and service.
FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED | 40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE

Matthew Doerr   (507) 382-7502
Quality  Freshness  Convenience

	   Jordan- (952) 492-2044 	 Le Sueur - (507) 665-2630	 Le Center - (507) 357-4424

SPRAY FOAM 
ACORN INSULATION

BELLE PLAINE, MN
• Spray Foam 
• Acorn Insulation 
• Batted/Blown Insulation 
• Insulation Removal 
• Waterproofing 
• New Construction 
• Existing Buildings

Matt Offerdahl • 612.919.9684 
Mattofferdahl19@gmail.com

Providing: 
Loans for all of your  

Commercial and Consumer Needs 
Business, Real Estate, 

Equipment and Vehicles

“We Service Your Loan From 
Application to Payoff”

Matt Fogarty, President 
Belle Plaine • 952.873.2500

Le Sueur • 507.665.4200 
Green Isle • 507.326.3200 

Cloquet • 218.879.6781 
Montgomery • 507.364.2265 
Eagle Lake • 507.257.3544 

Madison Lake • 507.243.3511
www.cornerstonestatebank.com

Meet Randy.
He’s a great listener and will  

guide you every step of the way.

Apple Valley, MN

Randy.Koepp@LampertLumber.com
952-292-4416

Ridges at 
Sand Creek

(952)492-2644 • Jordan 
www.ridgesatsandcreek.com

Golf  • Dining • Events

Ashton Pankonin
Financial Advisor
Parishioner

952.873.2703
Belle Plaine, MN

Financial Planning  • Investments  •  Insurance

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Rolando Mararac

rmararac@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x2139

Jordan, MN    SiwekJordan.com
952-492-6666

Le Sueur, MN    SiwekLS.com
507-665-6426

2 GREAT LOCATIONS!2 GREAT LOCATIONS!

15%
 off

on food only 
Per Table

952-300-8947
749 E. Enterprise Dr. | Belle Plaine

952-457-3548952-457-3548

Matt-Saxe-Chevrolet, Inc.
“You’ll Like our Attitude” 

952-873-2234
www.mattsaxechevy.com

909 Enterprise Drive • Belle Plaine, MN

Please Join Belle Plaine Council 1503
Scan this QR code and enter code

BLESSEDMCGIVNEY for free membership

JIM CONNELLY  
MONUMENTS

Give your children the gift 
of peace of mind, plan ahead

Contact Jim, Your Local Partner: 
(612) 618-0024 
jconnelly00@aol.com

510 East Commerce Drive, Belle Plaine

952-873-6740
117 N Meridian St • Belle Plaine

Open Daily 10am- 2am

www.chardgrading.com

Tom Chard
(952) 693-5299

Dan Chard
(952) 873-9793


