
PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
Monday - Friday | 8:00am - 3:00pm 

 
 

Mass Schedule 
Weekend Masses 
Saturday | 4:15pm 
Sunday | 8:00am, 10:00am 

Weekday Masses 
Tuesday | 6:30pm 
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday | 8:30am 

Holy Days & Holidays 
Consult bulletin.  

Eucharist Adoration 
Wednesday | 9:00am - 10:00pm 
 

SACRAMENTS 
Sacrament of Confession 
30 mins prior to Mass. 

Sacrament of Marriage 
Make arrangements with the Parish Office six 
months prior to proposed wedding date. 

Sacrament of Baptism 
Congratulations! Thank you for accepting and 
caring for one of God’s greatest gifts. As part of 
Baptism preparation, expectant parents are 
required to attend Mass weekly. Please contact 
the Parish Office (952) 873-6564. We look 
forward to getting to know you and your baby. 

Bulletin Announcements 
If you would like to post in the bulletin, please 
send an email to:  bulletineditor@olp.church  
by noon on Monday for the following Sunday.  

IN CASE OF AN 
EMERGENCY 
Please contact 952-992-0140 

200 East Church Street  |  Belle Plaine, Minnesota 56011 
952-873-6564  |  www.ourladyoftheprairie.com 

February 25, 2024 

 

 



PARISH STAFF 
(952) 873-6564 

PASTOR 
Fr. Michael Kaluza | 
mkaluza@olp.church 

BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR 
Kelly Pumper | kpumper@olp.church 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
Anita Glisczinski | Janis Buesgens 
frontdesk@ourladyoftheprairie.com 

PRINCIPAL OF PARISH SCHOOL  
& PRESCHOOL DIRECTOR 
Sheila Hendricks | 
shendricks@olp.church 

FACILITIES MANAGER 
Patrick Schroers 
pschroers@olp.church 

DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS 
EDUCATION 
Mark Simons | 
msimons@ourladyoftheprairie.com 

CEMETERY CARETAKER 
Keith Heitkamp | 
heitkampkeith@gmail.com  

LAY LEADERSHIP POSITIONS 
TRUSTEES 
Charlotte Mulroy, Sue Schultz 

PARISH COUNCIL 
Mike Buchanan, Dan Flynn, Ginny 
Morgan, Allen Schmitz, Ty Buesgens, 
Renee Schultz, Leticia Fogarty, Cindy 
Berger, Joan Brueggemeier, Sandy 
Schroers, Bob Smith, Tim Murphy 

SCHOOL ADVISORY COUNCIL 
Ashley Simons, Matt Offerdahl, 
Loni Scheff, Jason Palo, Kim Baltus 

FINANCE COUNCIL 
Dan Neisen, Maria Tracy, Jerome 
Flaherty, Joe Vandermark, Jim Koepp 

A MESSAGE FROM FATHER MICHAEL . . .  

The Second Sunday of Lent always provides 

for us the story of the Transfiguration on Mount 

Tabor.  In the presence of his closest disciples, 

Jesus reveals his divinity as the culmination of 

reaching the peak of the mountain.  The Father 

speaks “Listen to my Son.”  Especially during the 

holy season of Lent we should be ever mindful to listen to Jesus 

speaking to us.  Jesus wants to lead, guide and direct us so that we too 

may have a glimpse of the beauty of his divinity. 

In our prayer we should talk to God, but also make time to listen 

to what Jesus might be saying to us.  Spending time adoring Jesus in 

adoration is a good opportunity to distance ourselves from the 

distractions of life and allow the voice of Jesus to penetrate our whole 

being.  We might be afraid of what Jesus has to say – stay near and 

close, follow in my ways – but these messages only help us to grow in 

holiness.  Never fear taking time to pray and making sure that God 

also gets the opportunity to speak. 

The first reading from Genesis recalls a truly remarkable story.  

Abraham is a great example of one who shows complete trust and 

obedience in God, even if that would mean sacrificing his beloved son, 

whom he waited so long to parent.  Yet ever mindful that God knows 

best, Abraham believes the promises of God.  He is indeed our father 

in the faith and we are grateful to honor his memory and be called 

heirs to the promises fulfilled through him.  May we always desire to 

imitate the obedience of Abraham in responding to God’s generous 

invitation to be a committed follower! 

I am grateful to those who have already committed to the 

Catholic Services Appeal and hope that I can count on the support of 

each family to participate in this worthy cause.  Please make your 

pledge today. 

God bless you, 

Father Michael Kaluza 

Richard Beach 

Bud Steen 

Sara Meyer 

Bob Koenig 

George Doheny 

Matt Hennen 

Tucker Duffy 

Florence Moriarty 

Jean Ann Oglesby 

Special Intention 

Bob Johnson 

If you know of someone who would like to have their name added to the prayer 
List, please notify the bulletin editor. A name will be listed for four weeks. Please 
get the permission of the person you wish to add before calling or emailing. 
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STEWARDSHIP  

Weekly Collection Goal for Month . . . . . . . . . . . . $8,344.00 

2/18/2024 Collection (Week 34)* . . . . . . . . . . . .   $7,257.00 

Current Week Deficit . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (-) $1,087.00 

Church Painting Collection  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $155.00 

Rice Bowl Collection . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,286.00 

MASS ATTENDANCE 

Saturday, February 17 at 4:15 pm . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  237 

Sunday, February 18 at 8:00 am   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 190  

Sunday, February 18 at 10:00 am . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   160  

Live stream views of Mass  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  23 

Total Registered Active Families . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 486 

Total Registered Active Members  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1,293 

*Collection week includes envelopes and loose total for that 
weekend collection. 

Automatic Contributions 
Did you know your contributions can be automatically 
deducted from your checking, savings, or credit card 
account? For more information call the parish office at 
952-873-6564 or check out our website. 

Legacy Tree Program 

Beautify the church property by  
purchasing a Legacy Tree in remembrance of your 

parents, grandparents and family.  

We will plant in the Spring of 2024.  

Stop in the parish office for details, or  
contact Pat Schroers at (952) 288-4801. 

Become a part of Our Lady of the Prairie’s history! 

Only $500 per tree  
(includes planting) 

Choose from:   
Autumn Blaze Maple,  

Oak, or Basswood 

Visit our website at:  school.ourladyoftheprairie.com  

Call:  (952) 873-6564 

Scholarships & Affordable Tuition Options 

2024-2025 

PreK-6th Grades 

Our Lady of the Prairie’s 
New Parishioners  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bill & Karen Morrison 

Blair & Maurissa Panning 
Laila and Lutsen 

Anthony  Weber & Alyssa Neisen 

Please make them feel at home in their new parish community. 

 

Pronouncement of Intent to enter into the  

Banns of Holy Matrimony 

Kristen Strauss & Richard Mantel 

March 19, 2024 

THE IRISH MASS CELEBRATING 
THE FEAST OF ST. PATRICK  

 MARCH 16th AT NOON 

Our Lady of the Prairie 
Catholic Church 
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at  WILL 

Adoration Chapel News 

 Spend time with our Lord anytime at 
your convenience 

 Open 24 hours 

 No length of time required 

 Call the Parish Office for detailed 
information and to complete a one 
time registration. 

“I ask you to prayerfully consider 

making a gift to the Catholic Services 

Appeal and sharing your blessings with 

those around you. Just as Christ’s love 

for us is unwavering, your generosity 

will demonstrate that our Giving is 

Faith in Action.” 

  - Archbishop Bernard Hebda 

Your 2024 Catholic Services Appeal gift will transform countless 

lives by bringing Jesus to others through the education and 

outreach of ministries throughout the Archdiocese. 

 

 

 

 
Educate in Faith    Help Those in Need    Strengthen in Faith    Protect Life  

Please Give to the Catholic Services Appeal today. 

Stop by the office  

to request  

 
 

Weekday & Weekend  
openings available. 

who make our bulletin possible. 

 

Jessenland Irish BINGO    

Sunday, March 17th, 2024   
2:00 pm  

Scenic Escape Barn  
25628 337th Ln, Henderson, MN 56044  

$15 at the Door – 15 Games of BINGO Cash Prizes  

Raffle and Silent Auction  

Lunch to Follow  

Proceeds go to the 501c3 non-profit group Friends of Jessenland  
in support of the Jessenland Historical & Cultural Center. 

PIETRA FITNESS LENTEN SERIES 

Thursdays at 7 PM in Roedel Hall at OLP 

•   Lenten Mediations at Each Class 

•   Support One Another During Lent 

SIGN UP NOW! 

Email:  Loree@live.com 
Loree Heinkel, Certified Pietra Fitness Instructor 







A Note from the Principal . . .  

Saint Lucy January Saint of the Month 

Saint of the month in Mrs. Hennen’s 1st and 2nd grade class is Kora Krautkremer. Like St. 

Lucy, Kora is kind to others. If someone is sad, Kora tries consoling and cheering him or her 

up. Kora comes to school with a happy attitude and brings a very warm, cheerful good 

morning! Kora is brave in her own way and joyful each day. She is at school early and brings a 

joyful smile each morning. ~ Mrs. Hennen 

Saint of the Month from Mr. Lopahs' 4th, 5th, 6th grade class is Stella Scheff. Stella 

exemplified a sense of determination and Faith similar to that of St Lucy. When life at school 

became challenging this student did not give in to frustrations but worked extra hard to 

overcome those challenges. When St Lucy needed to wear candles on her head to secretly 

visit believers, she did what she needed to do in order to serve Christ and be the best servant 

possible. Similarly Stella made the choice  to come to class with a positive attitude and worked extra hard to be a great friend 

and a light for all here at OLP to follow. Stella is a great example of what hard work, a positive attitude, and a solid faith in 

Christ can create - an awesome energy that can spread throughout the school and beyond. ~ Mr. Lopahs 

Divine Mercy Chaplet 

In honor of Saint Faustina, OLP PreK-6th student body will continue to  assemble in the Church at 2:15 pm on the fourth 

Wednesday (unless otherwise stated) of each month to sing/pray the Divine Mercy Chaplet. All are welcome to join in this 

powerful prayer! 

Service Projects 

Each month OLP PreK-6th grade students focus on a special Service Project: October raked leaves in three yards; November 

brought items and packed boxes of Joy that were sent to children across the ocean who are less fortunate; December 

performed at Kingsway Home Christmas Program, “Walking Through the December Saints”. January made tie blankets for 

patients. February created Valentine cards for families at Mary’s Place in Minneapolis. 

Thank You! - Thank you to everyone who supported our students as they went out to sell the Catholic United Financial Raffle 

Tickets. Our school reached our goal of $15,000! Inspiring effort and 

school spirit! I’m hopeful that OLP will have the Grand Prize winner!  

Watch the live prize drawing on March 7, 2024. 

NWEA - OLP K-6 teachers met with an NWEA Professional on Test Data 

Analysis. The focus was on math tests. Teachers were shown great 

resources to help students work on areas that need more attention and 

in areas where they can challenge themselves in math skills. Overall 

there was great growth from the fall math test to the winter test. 

Students and teachers are working hard to master the grade level skills 

and beyond.  

Mrs. Hendricks 

200 East Church Street, Belle Plaine, Minnesota  56011 

&  

   February, 2024 

A Word from Father Michael . . . 

Lent 

The holy season of Lent has its own unique history.  The penitential season of Six Sundays and forty weekdays is 

preparation for the high feast of Easter.  Lent begins on Ash Wednesday and ends with the beginning of the Mass of the 

Lord’s Supper on Holy Thursday evening.  Therefore, the Sundays of Lent do not count in the calculation of the 40 days 

remembering that Jesus spent 40 days in the desert preparing for his public ministry. 

Historically, Lent was the retreat-like final preparation period for catechumens, those being initiated into the Church at 

the Easter vigil.  It was also known as a renewal period for the already baptized faithful to be inspired by the conversion of 

the catechumens.  It was considered the rightful time of penance for the order of penitents (those serious sinners wanting 

to be reconciled with the church).  The whole church came to adopt the season as time of penance as preparation for the 

joy of Easter.  When we empty ourselves of all that keeps us from God, it makes room for allowing divine assistance to 

grow closer to God. 
Let’s embrace this time to renew our faith and embrace the disciplines of prayer, fasting and almsgiving to help us in 

our spiritual preparation to be ready to celebrate the high feast of Easter! 

God bless you, Father Michael Kaluza 

Tie Blanket  
Service Project 

Saint of the 
Month 
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4th/5th/6th Grades 

Here in the 3rd Quarter Mr. Lopahs' 4th, 5th, and 6th grade students have 

locked in their focus and are tackling many new units.  In Science we have 

started a new unit on the Systems of the Body and will conclude it with a 

fun research project.  For Social Studies we are fast approaching 

Revolution in the American Colonies and will take some time exploring the 

cause and effect of why we became an independent nation.  For this 

season of Lent our students are doing quite a bit to harness spiritual 

growth including Stations of the Cross, Adoration, and Lectio Devina.     

Mr. Lopahs 

Kindergarten 

This month we celebrated the 100th day of school in 

kindergarten! Each day we keep track of how many days we 

have been in school and count by tens and ones. The 100th 

day has been a day the students have eagerly 

anticipated for many, many weeks! The kindergarteners 

engaged in many 100 themed activities including painting, 

writing, and counting items from one to one hundred. In 

Catechesis we have been working on the Kingdom of God 

parables including the Parable of the Mustard Seed and 

also celebrated the beginning of the Lenten season. In 

Believe and Read, we have completed our unit on all letters 

and sounds and now we are beginning our unit on blending 

and segmenting cvc words, digraphs and long vowels.   

God Bless,     Ms. Schroers 

1st & 2nd Grades 

Dear Families,  

School is so fun! In first and second grade we have been 

writing and drawing book reports, art inspired by Piet 

Mandrian, lenten tracking and lenten 2 minute video clips 

by Formed, and continue to grow in all subjects! In our Believe and Read language arts classes we are dividing syllables and 

discovering suffixes.  

Second grade Math will be working on 3-digit subtraction while first graders subtract within 20. We have just finished a 

science experiment about wondering if plants need light to grow. We found the ones that grew in the dark were more yellow or 

pale in color than those in the light. We have been reading about our Earth's natural resources and will be finding out about 

urban, suburban and rural areas. Our presentations in the atrium will be those we hear during Lent.  

Take care and God bless all,     Mrs. Hennen 

PreK 

February has been a month filled with love and friendship! Our 

Letter Vv “The Vegetables We Eat” theme taught us about the 

plant lifecycle, we learned the healthy habit eating a 

“rainbow” and explored a variety of vegetables using our 5 

senses: Students used descriptive words to discuss what our 

favorite vegetables look like, feel like, taste like, smell like and 

sound like. We assembled a colorful vegetable collage and 

pretended with a bunny puppet that loved “7” tasty orange 

carrots. Letter Ww “Well Wishers” was our Friendship theme. 

Students heard Clifford the Big Red Dog valentine stories, we 

had a Saint Valentine’s Day celebration – students delivered 

mail to their classmates, counted eight bright colored hearts 

for a collage and shared “Party Popcorn”. We had a double 

Mass week attending Ash Wednesday Mass and our School 

Mass on Friday with our Big Kid Helpers. Thanks to all that attended the Mardi Gras Party and to those that sold Raffle Tickets 

to support our school. Your generosity is appreciated. We had a fun Scavenger Hunt for Letter Xx theme – students are SO 

excited that we are almost through the entire alphabet. This week was focused on Dental Health (X-rays), The instrument 

Xylophone, Fox wearing Sox and X-Ray Fish. We created a treasure map, added bones to an X and mixed yellow & red paint to 

create a fox. We will finish the month with a “Yummy, Yummy” Baking theme.     

Blessings, Miss Ross 
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Weekly Calendar with Readings 

Monday 
26 

February 

Dn 9:4b-10/Ps 79:8, 9, 11 and 13/Lk 6:36-38  

 

Tuesday 

27 
February 

Is 1:10, 16-20/Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21 and 23/Mt 23:1-12  

1:30 pm Mass at Kingsway 

• 5:30pm First Reconciliation for Grade 2 

6:30 pm  Mass  d. Rev. Walter Sochacki 

 
Wednesday 

28 
February 

Jer 18:18-20/Ps 31:5-6, 14, 15-16/Mt 20:17-28  

8:30 am l Mass  d. Ed Seeberger 

• Coffee & donuts after Mass 

• Ecumenical Lunch 

• 2:15 pm Divine Mercy chaplet 

• Religious Ed Classes  

• 6:30pm Communal Penance 

• 7:30-8:30pm Concert Practice 

Thursday 

29 
February 

Jer 17:5-10/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6/Lk 16:19-31  

8:30 am Mass   d. Rev. Walter Sochacki 

• 7:00 pm Small Group Synod (Fitness) in Roedel Hall with Loree Heinkel 

Friday 

1 
March 

Gn 37:3-4, 12-13a, 17b-28a/Ps 105:16-17, 18-19, 20-21/Mt 21:33-43, 45-4  

8:30 am l OLP Student Mass  d. Douglas (Spike) Mueller 

• 9:00 am Stations of the Cross 

• 4:30-6:30pm KC Lenten Fish Dinner - Parish Hall 

• 6:30 pm Stations of the Cross 

 
Saturday 

2 
March 

Mi 7:14-15, 18-20/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 9-10, 11-12/Lk 15:1-3, 11-32  

4:15 pm  Mass  Liv & d. Alphonse Gill Family 

CCW Treats & Fellowship following Mass 

Lector:      Sue Schultz 

EMHC:       Betty Weldon, Charlotte Mulroy, Dan Flynn 

Ushers:     Scott Williams, Chris Weldon, Volunteers (2) 

Servers:    Ian Saxe, Andrew Saxe, Addy Saxe 

Greeters:  Patrick & Charlotte Mulroy 

Sunday 

3 
March 

Ex 20:1-17 or 20:1-3, 7-8, 12-17/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11 (Jn 6:68c)/1 Cor 1:22-25/Jn 2:13-25 

8:00 am Mass  d. Carl Gansen 

Lector:      Dr. Tim Halloran 

EMHC:       Sharon Beach, Sheila Hendricks, Sharon Schmitz 

Ushers:     Mark Hartman, Calvin Hartman, Volunteers (2) 

Servers:    Teresa Fogarty, David Fogarty, Jeffrey Teal 

Greeters:  Richard & Sharon Beach 

• 9:00 am Choir Practice 

10:00 am Mass  For the Parish 

Lector:       Sheila Schmitz 

EMHC:        Terry Feddersen, Jason Palo, Karen Vandermark 

Ushers:      Johan Miller, Jeff Klein, Volunteers (2) 

Servers:     Kaiden Palo, Jaxson Palo, Volunteer  

Greeters:   Rick & Ginny Morgan 

CCW Treats and Fellowship following Masses 

Eucharistic Ministers:  Mary Moriarty (Kingsway) / Lisa Schatz (Lutheran Home) 
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Belle Plaine                 M-F 6am-6pm

(952)-873-3951
www.angieslearningcenter.com

Does your home 
have high levels 

of RADON?
Call Today to make sure your home  

is safe from elevated RADON!
612-504-4540

Professional Air Duct Cleaning Services
Dryer Vent Cleaning • Air Duct Sanitizing

Matt Fahey, 612-490-5458

507-665-3300 
226 S. Main St • LeSueur

Creative Landscapes By: 

Lawns Are Us

Free Estimates  952-492-3160 
www.LawnsAreUs.com

Residential & Commercial

Neisen’s Red Door Bar
125 N Meridian

952-873-6305
& Rustic Room& Rustic Room
101 E Main• Belle Plaine

952-873-6810

PRAIRIE
FARM SUPPLY

952-873-4234
115 W. Church • Belle Plaine

Dan & Tom Chard
www.chardgrading.com

Proudly Serving You From Four Locations!

Member FDIC    www.fnbmn.bank

St. Peter
226 Nassau Street • 507.931.4000

Mankato
500 Long Street • 507.625.1121

Belle Plaine
201 W. Main Street • 952.873.2296

Gaylord
209 Main Avenue • 507.237.5521

952-873-4TOW
Belle Plaine

Lockouts • Jump StartsLockouts • Jump Starts
Junker DisposalJunker Disposal         952-758-9110

1221 4th Ave E, Suite 100 • Shakopee 
115 1st Ave SE, Suite 200 • New Prague 

www.KubesRealty.com

Allen Schmitz
Realtor®, GRI, Broker Associate

612-483-1781
AllenSchmitzReatlor@gmail.com

Established 1968      Steve and Rick Hennen

Daly & Daly Inc. 
Tax and Accounting Services

Michael J. Daly 
Daly Office Building  

119 W. Main Street• Belle Plaine
Office: (952) 873-2213 • Fax: (952) 873-4237

Email: daly&daly@frontiernet.net 
Securities offered through Signator Investors, Inc. 

A registered broker/dealer. Member FINRA & SIPC.

39393939
In loving memory of: 

Brent W. Meyer   

   Blessings to all:
   Gerald , Carman Meyer & family

Sales, Service, Parts, and Body Shop

www.wolfmotors.com
952 .492 .2340
KENT BLADA

Edsel Faunillan – Realtor 
 
 

Your Home, My Priority EdselHomes@gmail.com 
995522  446655--66882200  

 Kolden
FUNERAL & CREMATION 

SERVICES
 

Karl & Rosemary
Kolden

952-873-6227 
www.koldenfuneralhome.com

We will exceed your expectations in quality, value and service.
FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED | 40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE

Matthew Doerr   (507) 382-7502
Quality  Freshness  Convenience

    Jordan- (952) 492-2044  Le Sueur - (507) 665-2630 Le Center - (507) 357-4424

SPRAY FOAM 
ACORN INSULATION

BELLE PLAINE, MN
• Spray Foam 
• Acorn Insulation 
• Batted/Blown Insulation 
• Insulation Removal 
• Waterproofing 
• New Construction 
• Existing Buildings

Matt Offerdahl • 612.919.9684 
Mattofferdahl19@gmail.com

Providing: 
Loans for all of your  

Commercial and Consumer Needs 
Business, Real Estate, 

Equipment and Vehicles

“We Service Your Loan From 
Application to Payoff”

Matt Fogarty, President 
Belle Plaine • 952.873.2500

Le Sueur • 507.665.4200 
Green Isle • 507.326.3200 

Cloquet • 218.879.6781 
Montgomery • 507.364.2265 
Eagle Lake • 507.257.3544 

Madison Lake • 507.243.3511
www.cornerstonestatebank.com

Meet Randy.
He’s a great listener and will  

guide you every step of the way.

Apple Valley, MN

Randy.Koepp@LampertLumber.com
952-292-4416

Ridges at 
Sand Creek

(952)492-2644 • Jordan 
www.ridgesatsandcreek.com

Golf  • Dining • Events

Ashton Pankonin
Financial Advisor
Parishioner

952.873.2703
Belle Plaine, MN

Financial Planning  • Investments  •  Insurance

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Rolando Mararac

rmararac@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x2139

Jordan, Mn    SiwekJordan.com
952-492-6666

Le Sueur, Mn    SiwekLS.com
507-665-6426

2 GREAT LOCATIONS!2 GREAT LOCATIONS!

15%
 off

on food only 
Per Table

952-300-8947
749 E. Enterprise Dr. | Belle Plaine

952-457-3548952-457-3548

Matt-Saxe-Chevrolet, InC.
“You’ll lIke our attItude” 

952-873-2234
www.MattSaxeChevY.CoM

909 enterprISe drIve • Belle plaIne, Mn

Please Join Belle Plaine Council 1503
Scan this QR code and enter code

BLESSEDMCGIVNEY for free membership

JIM CONNELLY  
MONUMENTS

Give your children the gift 
of peace of mind, plan ahead

Contact Jim, Your Local Partner: 
(612) 618-0024 
jconnelly00@aol.com

510 East Commerce Drive, Belle Plaine

952-873-6740
117 N Meridian St • Belle Plaine

Open Daily 10am- 2am


