
 

 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
Monday - Friday | 8:00am - 3:00pm 

 
 

Mass Schedule 
Weekend Masses 
Saturday | 4:15pm 
Sunday | 8:00am, 10:00am 

Weekday Masses 
Tuesday | 6:30pm 
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday | 8:30am 

Holy Days & Holidays 
Consult bulletin.  

Eucharist Adoration 
Wednesday | 9:00am - 10:00pm 
 

SACRAMENTS 
Sacrament of Confession 
30 mins prior to Mass. 

Sacrament of Marriage 
Make arrangements with the Parish Office six 
months prior to proposed wedding date. 

Sacrament of Baptism 
Congratulations! Thank you for accepting and 
caring for one of God’s greatest gifts. As part of 
Baptism preparation, expectant parents are 
required to attend Mass weekly. Please contact 
the Parish Office (952) 873-6564. We look 
forward to getting to know you and your baby. 

Bulletin Announcements 
If you would like to post in the bulletin, please 
send an email to:  bulletineditor@olp.church  
by noon on Monday for the following Sunday.  

IN CASE OF AN 
EMERGENCY 
Please contact 952-992-0140 

200 East Church Street  |  Belle Plaine, Minnesota 56011 
952-873-6564  |  www.ourladyoftheprairie.com 

December 31, 2023 

Wishing our parishioners, their families, 
and our guests blessings of  
hope, peace, joy, and love.  

May your family  
have a blessed  
New Year! 



A MESSAGE FROM FATHER MICHAEL . . .  

The Holy Family is an ideal model for family 
life and also for Church life! Jesus, Mary and 
Joseph live in complete harmony with one another 
and Jesus is obedient to his earthly parents. 
Scripture understands obedience as the 
fundamental attitude toward God. God wills our 
very best and in order to achieve fullness of life, 
we must be open to living God’s ways. We owe 
God our very lives and therefore everything, hence we must be 
obedient to the one who loved us into existence and will love us into 
eternity. 

The sin of pride so often gets in the way and tells us to only obey 
our own wishes and desires. That is the problem with many modern 
philosophies infiltrating our culture. Individualism, Hedonism, 
Relativism, Consumerism, Subjectivism all teach that the individual 
may choose his or her own good. Therefore, an objective standard 
does not exist, which is completely opposed to the faith that we 
profess. There is objective reality and there are objective standards to 
measure faith, morals and ethics. And as Christians we must not be 
timid about reminding our culture and indeed all peoples around the 
world of what we profess to believe. 

The Catholic Church is universal and is at home around the world 
in every era and culture. We can confidently rely on the consistent 
values of the Church to teach faith in Jesus Christ. Life in the Church is 
about learning what the Church teaches and seeking to practice what 
we preach. As we honor the Holy Family as our model, may we truly 
grow in wisdom and obedience! 

Merry Christmas! 

Father Michael Kaluza 

Richard Beach 

Mary Jo Gregory 

Bud Steen 

Sara Meyer 

Bob Koenig 

Merlin Bartels 

Dick Hayden 

Sallie Raleigh 

 

If you know of someone who would like to have their name added to the prayer 
List, please notify the bulletin editor. A name will be listed for four weeks. Please 
get the permission of the person you wish to add before calling or emailing. 

PARISH STAFF 
(952) 873-6564 

PASTOR 
Fr. Michael Kaluza | 
mkaluza@olp.church 

BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR 
Kelly Pumper | kpumper@olp.church 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
Anita Glisczinski | Janis Buesgens 
frontdesk@ourladyoftheprairie.com 

PRINCIPAL OF PARISH SCHOOL  
& PRESCHOOL DIRECTOR 
Sheila Hendricks | 
shendricks@olp.church 

FACILITIES MANAGER 
Patrick Schroers 
pschroers@olp.church 

DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS 
EDUCATION 
Mark Simons | 
msimons@ourladyoftheprairie.com 

CEMETERY CARETAKER 
Keith Heitkamp | 
heitkampkeith@gmail.com  

LAY LEADERSHIP POSITIONS 
TRUSTEES 
Charlotte Mulroy, Sue Schultz 

PARISH COUNCIL 
Mike Buchanan, Dan Flynn, Ginny 
Morgan, Allen Schmitz, Ty Buesgens, 
Renee Schultz, Leticia Fogarty, Cindy 
Berger, Joan Brueggemeier, Sandy 
Schroers, Bob Smith, Tim Murphy 

SCHOOL ADVISORY COUNCIL 
Ashley Simons, Matt Offerdahl, 
Loni Scheff, Jason Palo, Kim Baltus 

FINANCE COUNCIL 
Dan Neisen, Maria Tracy, Jerome 
Flaherty, Joe Vandermark, Jim Koepp 

 OUR LADY OF THE PRAIRIE CATHOLIC CHURCH  
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Please pray for ... 

Coming to Our Lady of the Prairie!  
This year’s theme is  
The Apostles Creed  

accompanied by  
The Glorious Mysteries  

of the Rosary. 
Totus Tuus is a Catholic summer youth program dedicated to helping 
young people strengthen and grow in the understanding of their faith 
in Jesus Christ. Mark your calendar, and watch for more information. 

July 13-20, 2024 
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STEWARDSHIP & ATTENDANCE 

For the Week of December 17, 2023 

Weekly Collection Goal for Month . . . . . . . . . .  $8,344.00 

12/17/2023 Collection (Week 25) . . . . . . . . . . .  $6,221.55 

Current Week Deficit  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   (- )$2,122.45 

Church Painting Collection . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $260.00 

Attendance at Saturday 4:15pm Mass  . . . . . . . . . . . . 228 

Attendance at Sunday 8:00am Mass  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .180 

Attendance at Sunday 10:00am Mass . . . . . . . . . . . . . 169 

Live stream views of Mass . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  8 

Total Number of Registered Active Families . . . . . . .  486              
Total Number of Registered Active Members . . . . . 1,293 

*Collection week includes envelopes and loose total for that 
weekend collection. 

Automatic Contributions 
Did you know your contributions can be automatically 
deducted from your checking, savings, or credit card 
account? For more information call the parish office at 
952-873-6564 or check out our website. 

WINTER WEATHER CHURCH POLICY 
For the safety of our parishioners: 

If schools are delayed, close early, or closed 
due to snow or poor weather conditions, 

Church, Adoration and all meetings, events and 
activities scheduled for that day at the church 

will be cancelled (PREP, CCW, Knights of 
Columbus, Marriage Encounter, etc.) 

We will send an email blast  
to those of you on our weekly bulletin email 

list letting you know of closures.   

If you are not on our email list and would like 
to be added, please call the office or email: 

kpumper@ourladyoftheprairie.com 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
“Yet, O LORD, You are our Father; we are the clay and You the potter; we are all the work of your hands.” 

Let us strive to become the work of his hands by attending a Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend.  

The next Weekends are Feb 9-11, 2024 and May 3-5, 2024 both in Buffalo, MN.  

For more information: call Brent & Tracy Chessen at 612-234-7440, or visit them at twincitieswwme.org. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Legacy Tree Program 
Be a part of the Legacy Tree Program at Our Lady of 

the Prairie. Take advantage of this opportunity to 
beautify the church property by purchasing a Legacy 
Tree in remembrance of your parents, grandparents 

and family. We will plant in the Spring of 2024.  
Stop in the parish office for details, or  

contact Pat Schroers at (952) 288-4801. 

Be a part of Our Lady of the Prairie’s history! 

$500 per tree  
(includes planting) 

Choose from:   
Autumn Blaze Maple, 

Oak, or Basswood 



IN CHRIST WE LIVE FOREVER  

Please remember in your prayers 

Dean John Worm 

We extend our sincere sympathy  
to his family, friends, and loved ones,  

and pray for his eternal peace. 
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Richard Mantel 

Hope Miller, Jonathan, and Lydia 

Leon & Sara Vinkemeier, and Amanda 

Please make them feel at home in their new parish community. 

Our Lady of the Prairie’s 

New Parishioners  

 

Belle Plaine Council 1503 

Pancake & Sausage Breakfast 

Sunday, January 14, 2024 
8am-12pm  

Parish Hall 

FREE WILL OFFERING 

Proceeds go to Special Olympics 2026 USA Games 

Knights of Columbus Volunteer Assignments: 
If you cannot commit to the designated time or are not listed, 
please contact a committee member. We hope to see all 
Knights and their families attend this fundraiser for a worthy 
cause. If you do not see your name feel free to show up and 
help out. 

Committee: Jason Palo chuckles648@gmail.com   
    (612) 716-4636 Cell 

8:00 - 10:00  10:00 - 12:30  

Jim Covington  Kurt Aslakson Al Bartolomei 

David Fahey  Chris Fahey Dave Brueggemeier 

Dan Flynn  Terry Feddersen Mike Buchanan 

Jim Fogarty  Kent Blada Troy Wermerskirchen 

Tim Halloran  Steve Heinkel  

Eric May  Greg O’Brien  

Jason Palo  Zak Heinkel   

John Walsh  Joe LaJeunesse  

Colin Schultz  Jeff Klein  

Ben Covington  Patrick Mulroy   

John Watzl  Matt Saxe  

Scott Renne  Michael Berger  

Brad Schultz  Kevin Berger  

Brian Schultz  Brian Berger  

Pat Schultz  Aaron Schroers  

Zach Teal  Pat Schroers  

Jeffrey Teal  Michael Schroers   

Pat Schatz   Bob Smith   

Chris Weldon   Chad McGowen   

Contact the Parish Office to Reserve  
2024 weekend & weekday  

openings are available. 

January 12 - February 18, 2024 
Grand Prize: $20,000 cash or a NEW 2024 Chevy Trax 



ROUNDUP
8 : 3 0 - 9 : 0 0  C H I L D R E N ’ S  M A S S  L E D  B Y  O L P  S C H O O L .  

 C O M E  C E L E B R A T E  T H E  M A S S  W I T H  O U R  S T U D E N T S .

9 : 0 0 - 9 : 2 0   K I N D E R G A R T E N  P A R E N T  I N F O R M A T I O N A L

M E E T I N G  I N  K I N D E R G A R T E N  C L A S S R O O M .  
P A R E N T S  A R E  F R E E  T O  L E A V E  F O L L O W I N G  T H E  M E E T I N G .

9 : 3 0 - 1 2 : 3 0  K I N D E R G A R T E N  R E A D Y  S T U D E N T S  W I L L  S P E N D

T H E  M O R N I N G  E X P L O R I N G  T H E  K I N D E R G A R T E N  C L A S S R O O M

A N D  W I L L  R E T U R N  T O  P R E S C H O O L  F O L L O W I N G  L U N C H  O R

C A N  B E  P I C K E D  U P  B Y  P A R E N T

R S V P  

 A S I M O N S @ O U R L A D Y O F T H E P R A I R I E . C O M

K I N D E R G A R T E N

F R I D A Y ,  J A N U A R Y  1 2 ,  2 0 2 4



ENROLL NOW 
952-873-6564

BRING YOUR PRESCHOOLER
MEAL WILL BE PROVIDED 

FOLLOWED BY A CLASSROOM TOUR 
MEET THE PRESCHOOL TEACHER &

EXPLORE THE ROOM

Thursday, January 18 
5:30-6:30PM

PRESCHOOL OPEN HOUSE

OUR LADY OF THE PRAIRIE CATHOLIC SCHOOL
200 E. CHURCH STREET BELLE PLAINE

ATTENDEES GET
ENTERED IN A

DRAWING FOR A
COBORNS 
GIFT CARD



Weekly Calendar with Readings 

The  

Solemnity 

of Mary 

 
Monday 

1 
January 

Nm 6:22-27/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8 (2a)/Gal 4:4-7/Lk 2:16-21 

6:30pm Mass  d. Jim & Mary Daly 

Lector:    Marcia Makowski 

EMHC:     Volunteer (3) 

Usher:     Volunteer (4) 

Server:    Volunteer (4) 

Servers:  Cole Chessen, Volunteers (3) 

• Office Closed / No School - Christmas Break 

Tuesday 
2 

January 

1 Jn 2:22-28/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4/Jn 1:19-28 

6:30 pm l Mass  d.  Bob Hafemann 
7:00 pm KC meeting in Parish Hall 

Wednesday 
3 

January 

1 Jn 2:29-3:6/Ps 98:1, 3cd-4, 5-6/Jn 1:29-34 

8:30 am l Mass  d. Debbie Patronik 
• Coffee & donuts after Mass 
• Religious Ed Classes resume  

Thursday 
4 

January 

1 Jn 3:7-10/Ps 98:1, 7-8, 9/Jn 1:35-42 

8:30 am l Mass   Fr. Mark Steffl 

 

Friday 
5 

January 

1 Jn 3:11-21/Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 4, 5/Jn 1:43-51 

8:30 am l OLP Children’s Mass   Msgr. John Richter 
 

Saturday 
6 

January 

1 Jn 5:5-13/Ps 147:12-13, 14-15, 19-20/Mk 1:7-11 or Lk 3:23-38 or 3:23, 31-34, 36, 38 

4:15 pm l Mass  For the Parish 

Lector:      Sara Williams 

EMHC:       Betty Weldon, Charlotte Mulroy, Dan Flynn 

Ushers:     Scott Williams, Chris Weldon, Volunteers (2) 

Servers:    Quinlynn Gleason, Liam Gleason, MJ Kurvers 

Greeters:  Dan Flynn 

• Baptisms:  Jonathan Miller, Lydia Miller 

The  
Epiphany of 

the Lord 
 
 

Sunday 
7 

January 
 

Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13 (see 11)/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12 

8:00 am l Mass  d. Carl Gansen 

Lector:      James Fogarty 

EMHC:       Sharon Beach, Sheila Hendricks, Sharon Schmitz 

Ushers:     Mark Hartman, Calvin Hartman Volunteers (2) 

Servers:    Teresa Fogarty, David Fogarty, Jeffrey Teal 

Greeters:  Clarence & Lynn Doheny 

• 9:00 am Choir Practice 

10:00 am l Mass  d. Douglas (Spike) Mueller 

Lector:       Pat Schroers 

EMHC:        Joe Vandermark, Paula Covington, Volunteer 

Ushers:      Jim Covington, Ben Covington, Volunteers (2) 

Servers:     Cole, Chessen, John Shudy IV, Volunteer 

Greeters:  Craig & Julie Otto 

Eucharistic Ministers:  Mary Moriarty (Kingsway)  / Lisa Schatz (Lutheran Home)   
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For by gold the power of a king is signified, by frankincense the honor of God, by myrrh the burial of the body; and 
accordingly they offer Him gold as King, frankincense as God, myrrh as Man.  — St. John Chrysostom 



January 2024
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

31 1 2 3 4 5 6

Solemnity of Mary                              

New Years Day observed                                                     

Parish Office Closed/No School                           

6:30 pm Mass d. Jim & Mary Daly

6:30pm d. Bob Hafemann                                      

7:00 pm KC Meeting - RH                                                                  

8:30am d. Debbie Patronik                                                                            

Coffee and Donuts after Mass       

12:00pm Ecumenical Lunch - RH                              

Religious Ed Classes

8:30am Fr. Mark Steffl 8:30am   Msgr. John Richter 4:15 pm - For the Parish

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

The Epiphany of The Lord                    

8am d. Carl Gansen                                                     

9-10am Choir practice                                 

10am d. Douglas (Spike) Mueller                                                    

The Baptism of The Lord Father Out of Office                         

Father James Devorak Presiding                              

6:30pm CCW Volunteers

Father Out of Office                        

Father James Devorak Presiding     

8:30am d. Bernie & Mary Saxe                                                    

Coffee & donuts after Mass                                          

Religious Ed Classes

Father Out of Office                          

Father James Devorak Presiding               

8:30am Fr. Joe Steinbeisser

Father Out of Office                        

Father James Devorak Presiding              

8:30am  Deacon Mike Daly                                                            

8:30am-12:30pm Kindergarten 

Round Up - Kdgn Room 

  4:15pm For the Parish

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

8am d. Brent Meyer                                                                 

9-10am Choir practice                          

10am d. Lorraine Schultz                                                                                        

KC Pancake Breakfast 8:00-12:00 

Proceeds go to Special Olympics                                       

7:00pm- ME Meeting - RH

MLK Day                                             

Parish Office Closed/No School

6:30pm d. Willmar Schuette                                           

1:30pm Kingsway Mass                  

8:30am                                             

Coffee & donuts after Mass                            

2:00 pm Staff Meeting              

Religious Ed Classes

 8:30am                                                                    

5:30-6:30pm OLP PreK-6 School 

Open House - RH and PreSchool 

Room

 8:30am  4:15pm d. Francis, Leona & 

Robert Huber

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

8am For the Parish                                                                         

9-10am Choir practice                         

10am d. Dan Leonard                                      

CUF Treats and Fellowship following 

Masses

No School / Teacher Workshop Father Out of Office                         

Father James Devorak Presiding                              

6:30pm d. Brian Meierbachtol

Father Out of Office                        

Father James Devorak Presiding                 

8:30am d.Gene & Mary McMahon                                                 

Coffee & donuts after Mass                                                                                

2:15 pm Divine Mercy Chaplet          

3:10 pm Teacher/Staff Mtg -RH               

Religious Ed Classes      

Father Out of Office                                          

Father James Devorak Presiding                    

8:30am  

Father Out of Office                                            

Father James Devorak Presiding              

8:30am                

4:15pm d. Lorraine Schultz                                                                             

28 29 30 31 1 2 3

Catholic School Week                           

8am For the Parish                                                            

9-10am Choir practice                          

10am d. Loy & Eldina Eyrich                                            

10:00 am - PreK-6th All school 

Sunday Mass                                                          

Waffle Breakfast - Proceeds go to 

Wolf Ridge Trip 2024                                                 

Catholic School Week                              

Mass of the Holy Spirit - Excel 

Energy Center Grs. 4-6                                                     

PreK-2nd grade - Bowling

Catholic School Week                            

Skateville K-6                                          

PreK - Beach Party                                  

1:30pm Kingsway Mass                  

6:30pm  d. Kathy Leanna                        

7:00pm Church Night Mtgs

Catholic School Week                              

8:30am                                               

Coffee & Donuts after Mass          

Wacky Relay Races                                            

Hot Cocoa/Popcorn & Reading 

with Buddies                                                                                                      

Religious Ed Classes                                                                     

Catholic School Week                            

8:30am                                              

Gr.4-6 Science Fair presented to            

PreK-2nd grade students                     

Tie Blanket Service Project PreK-

6th grades                                                                                                         

Catholic School Week                         

8:30am                                  

Grandparents / Special Guest Day                          

Talent Show                                                                                                       

Early Release at Noon Parent 

Pickup (no bus)

Catholic Schools Week                 

4:15pm liv&d. Delores Karnitz 

Family

4 5 Notes

                                                                                                                                                                      

Adoration: Every Wednesday 9:00 AM-10:00 PM                                                                                                                           

Sacrament of Confession: Half Hour before mass each day                                                                       

*RH - Roedel Hall Gathering Space)                          *PH - Parish Hall                                    

*CGS - Caticesis of the Good Shepherd                    *CI - Catechetical Institute                                                  

*TGA - The Great Adventure



200 East Church Street, Belle Plaine, Minnesota  56011 

A Note from the Principal . . .  

Saint Anne November Saint of the Month 

The Student Saint of the Month in Miss Schroer’s kindergarten class is Elyse 

Elliott. Elyse demonstrates the love and humility shown by Saint Anne. She 

shows love to her classmates daily and is a good friend. She shows humility 

by letting others go first in line and taking turns. She is quick to forgive and 

has a positive attitude, even when things are difficult. She continues to try 

her best. Elyse is a wonderful example of what it means to strive to be a 

saint.  

Two student saints of the month in Mrs. Hennen’s 1st and 2nd grade class: 

Paisley Scheff always thinks of her family. She draws loving pictures about 

them and writes caring stories expressing her care for them. She also draws 

kind pictures of friends in school. Paisley is quick to help others and cares 

for them. When someone is sad or hurt she is right there helping them and 

making sure they are taken care of. Paisley shows what it means to be a 

saint like St. Anne.  

Charli Baltus works kindly with everyone. Whichever group she is in she gets 

along well and takes turns working together. Sometimes she has stepped back and let others go first, showing kindness to 

others like St. Anne. Also, Charli likes to draw her family and express love and care for her family like St. Anne.  

Saint of the Month from Mr. Lopahs' Class is Kenzie Berger. Kenzie represented Saint Anne in a variety of ways.  Saint Anne 

was the loving mother of Saint Mary, and like St. Anne, Kenzie is very kind, loving, and nurturing to all the students in class.  

She is never in a bad mood and always lends a helping hand to any student in need.  When it comes to working with others 

Kenzie is always happy to partner with anyone and adds positivity to the task.  Also, she is a very hard worker.  Saint Anne 

worked very hard to be a good mother to Saint Mary, and Kenzie always gives the biggest effort to even the most challenging 

tasks.  And like Saint Anne she is extremely dedicated to a life of Prayer and trust in God and is very reverent in the 

preparation for and participation in the Holy Mass.   

Divine Mercy Chaplet 

In honor of Saint Faustina, OLP PreK-6th student body will continue to  assemble at 2:15 pm on the fourth Wednesday 

(unless otherwise stated) of each month to sing the Divine Mercy Chaplet. All are welcome to join in this powerful prayer! 

Service Projects 

Each month OLP PreK-6th grade students focus on a special Service Project. October raked leaves in three yards; November 

brought items and packed boxes of Joy that were sent to children across the ocean who are less fortunate; December 

performed at Kingsway Home Christmas Program, “Walking Through the December Saints”.  

Mrs. Hendricks 

&  

   December, 2023 

A Word from Father Michael . . . 

Advent begins a new church year!  As with secular new year beginnings, it is a good time to resolve to make 

changes to improve our relationship with the Church and with God.  We should ask ourselves if Jesus returns today, are 

we prepared to meet him?  If not, what needs to change?  If we need to make changes, we have the luxury of four weeks 

before Christmas to work on those changes so that we can be ready to celebrate the festive Christmas season!  

Therefore, Advent has a penitential tone to mark our need for penance as we prepare for Christ’s coming. 

Advent is also a joyful season of preparation.  We enter that period of anticipation to remember Christ’s birth and 

we are mindful that Jesus will come again.  We are preparing for the great feast of the Incarnation (the word becoming 

flesh – Jesus birth is indeed truly miraculous)!  Joy should permeate our being when we think of God’s coming to earth!  It 

is also a reminder of how precious we are in the sight of God and God’s concern for our salvation.   May our time of 

preparation allow us to make a response to God that we desire his company for all of eternity! 

God bless you!   

Father Michael Kaluza 

Student Saints  
of the Month  



O.L.P School News - December, 2023 

Hello Families, 

The month of December is always so busy with Advent and 

Christmas projects that it just flies by! Our religion classes 

have had the main focus of Advent and what it means to 

prepare for Christmas. Our Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 

classes help us prepare too! First grade is learning place 

value to 100 and then to 120. Second grade just finished 

adding and subtracting 2-digit numbers with regrouping and 

will start a short lesson on measurement. 

In reading class the first grade is adding suffixes to base 

words. Second grade and first grade are learning about 

characters and their traits. Both groups are writing stories 

and illustrating them. 

We continue to enjoy Mystery Science as we learn about 

seed dispersal and how seeds/plants survive. In Social 

Studies we are learning about land formations and reading  

a map. 

Have a joyous Christmas break!     Mrs. Hennen 

The Kindergarteners are  

continuing to build on their 

letter names and sounds in 

Believe and Read. We are now 

building words on our pocket 

chart and blending the sounds 

to read the words. They are 

also being introduced to sight 

words and learning about sen-

tences. In math, our unit is all 

about two-dimensional shapes. 

We are working on identifying 

shapes by their sides and cor-

ners. Kindergarten is also 

drawing and tracing shapes 

and searching for shapes all around our classroom. One of 

our centers this month is the nativity scene. We have been 

reading books about the birth of Jesus and the students 

have enjoyed playing with the figures at this station. Our 

nativity set was crocheted by one of our OLP parishioners. It 

is so special to us. In Catechesis, we also have many Advent 

works. The Annunciation to Mary, the Nativity of the shep-

herds, the Visitation, and prophecies in Isaiah have been 

some of these works. The students have been eagerly await-

ing the arrival of Jesus. God bless and Merry Christmas! 

Mrs. Schroers 

We kicked off December with a nocturnal 

animal theme; students marble painted a 

bat and created an owl stick puppet. 

Storytelling using puppets has been a big 

part of building language & literacy skills 

this school year! Our 

Under the Sea theme 

was filled with some of 

our favorite Bible 

Stories including 

Noah’s Ark, Jesus 

Walking on Water and 

Jonah & the Whale. 

Students created 

colorful jellyfish, 

dressed up with a crab 

headband and 

inspected “real” seashells. We made a joyful noise during 

the Christmas Program singing “Happy Birthday Jesus”, “Old 

Saint Lucy”, “Thank You God” and performed “Jingle Bells” 

with real bells. Students exhibited polite manners this 

month participating in Mass and many special events; I am 

very proud of them. We will finish our Letter Pp – Prepare for 

Jesus Birthday themed week with a Christmas Celebration in 

our classroom. Students are invited to bring “1” Christmas 

themed item for Show & Tell Friday Dec. 22nd, we will have 

a special birthday cake snack and join in some reindeer 

games. It’s sure to be a memorable morning! Wishing all a 

blessed and safe Christmas. We look forward to 2024.     

Mrs. Ross 

What a December! Our “older” students have been awesome 

leaders, hard workers, and wonderful examples of what we 

are trying to do here at OLP! From the Christmas Program 

where they had key roles and helped out wherever and 

whenever asked to participating in the All School Mass where 

they “fought” over roles such as cantor, ushers, and the like. 

The students in 4th, 5th, and 6th grade have been very 

flexible and have thrived in this busy time of year. 

In addition to the extra school fun we have also been working 

hard on fun class activities. We have taken a break from the 

regular Math lessons to work on Coding using cue Bots 

provided by the Lendng Library through St. Thomas University. 

This has allowed our students to program their bot using a 

number of coding languages such as Block, Javascript, and 

Wonder. Their big project was to design an obstacle course 

and then program it to successfully complete it. And in 

Science students have partnered up to see which group can 

build the strongest toothpick bridge! This has involved 

investigation of common bridge designs and implementation 

of these designs using only flat toothpicks and glue. 

Mr. Lopahs 
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Belle Plaine                 M-F 6am-6pm

(952)-873-3951
www.angieslearningcenter.com

Does your home 
have high levels 

of RADON?
Call Today to make sure your home  

is safe from elevated RADON!
612-504-4540

Professional Air Duct Cleaning Services
Dryer Vent Cleaning • Air Duct Sanitizing

Matt Fahey, 612-490-5458

507-665-3300 
226 S. Main St • LeSueur

Creative Landscapes By: 

Lawns Are Us

Free Estimates  952-492-3160 
www.LawnsAreUs.com

Residential & Commercial

Strait Smiles
     Family Dentistry     Family Dentistry  

Dr. Tasha Strait, General Dentist
Dr. Monique Baune, General Dentist
Dr. Mora Cervenka, General Dentist

Dr. Jason Anderson, Orthodontist
New Patients Welcome     952-873-6380

Neisen’s Red Door Bar
125 N Meridian

952-873-6305
& Rustic Room& Rustic Room
101 E Main• Belle Plaine

952-873-6810

PRAIRIE
FARM SUPPLY

952-873-4234
115 W. Church • Belle Plaine

Dan & Tom Chard
www.chardgrading.com

Proudly Serving You From Four Locations!

Member FDIC    www.fnbmn.bank

St. Peter
226 Nassau Street • 507.931.4000

Mankato
500 Long Street • 507.625.1121

Belle Plaine
201 W. Main Street • 952.873.2296

Gaylord
209 Main Avenue • 507.237.5521

952-873-4TOW
Belle Plaine

Lockouts • Jump StartsLockouts • Jump Starts
Junker DisposalJunker Disposal         952-758-9110

1221 4th Ave E, Suite 100 • Shakopee 
115 1st Ave SE, Suite 200 • New Prague 

www.KubesRealty.com

Allen Schmitz
Realtor®, GRI, Broker Associate

612-483-1781
AllenSchmitzReatlor@gmail.com

Established 1968      Steve and Rick Hennen

Widmer Masonry
Residential • Commercial • Industrial

Concrete • Block • Brick • Stone
	 Steve Widmer
	 Cell: 507-338-8536
	 Le Sueur, MN

www.widmermasonry.com

Daly & Daly Inc. 
Tax and Accounting Services

Michael J. Daly 
Daly Office Building  

119 W. Main Street• Belle Plaine
Office: (952) 873-2213 • Fax: (952) 873-4237

Email: daly&daly@frontiernet.net 
Securities offered through Signator Investors, Inc. 

A registered broker/dealer. Member FINRA & SIPC.

39393939
In loving memory of: 

Brent W. Meyer   

   Blessings to all:
   Gerald , Carman Meyer & family

Sales, Service, Parts, and Body Shop

www.wolfmotors.com
952 .492 .2340
KENT BLADA

Edsel Faunillan – Realtor 
 
 

Your Home, My Priority EdselHomes@gmail.com 
995522  446655--66882200  

 Kolden
FUNERAL & CREMATION 

SERVICES
 

Karl & Rosemary
Kolden

952-873-6227 
www.koldenfuneralhome.com

We will exceed your expectations in quality, value and service.
FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED | 40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE

Matthew Doerr   (507) 382-7502
Quality  Freshness  Convenience

	   Jordan- (952) 492-2044 	 Le Sueur - (507) 665-2630	 Le Center - (507) 357-4424

SPRAY FOAM 
ACORN INSULATION

BELLE PLAINE, MN
• Spray Foam 
• Acorn Insulation 
• Batted/Blown Insulation 
• Insulation Removal 
• Waterproofing 
• New Construction 
• Existing Buildings

Matt Offerdahl • 612.919.9684 
Mattofferdahl19@gmail.com

Providing: 
Loans for all of your  

Commercial and Consumer Needs 
Business, Real Estate, 

Equipment and Vehicles

“We Service Your Loan From 
Application to Payoff”

Matt Fogarty, President 
Belle Plaine • 952.873.2500

Le Sueur • 507.665.4200 
Green Isle • 507.326.3200 

Cloquet • 218.879.6781 
Montgomery • 507.364.2265 
Eagle Lake • 507.257.3544 

Madison Lake • 507.243.3511
www.cornerstonestatebank.com

Meet Randy.
He’s a great listener and will  

guide you every step of the way.

Apple Valley, MN

Randy.Koepp@LampertLumber.com
952-292-4416

Ridges at 
Sand Creek

(952)492-2644 • Jordan 
www.ridgesatsandcreek.com

Golf  • Dining • Events

Ashton Pankonin
Financial Advisor
Parishioner

952.873.2703
Belle Plaine, MN

Financial Planning  • Investments  •  Insurance

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Rolando Mararac

rmararac@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x2139

Jordan, MN    SiwekJordan.com
952-492-6666

Le Sueur, MN    SiwekLS.com
507-665-6426

2 GREAT LOCATIONS!2 GREAT LOCATIONS!

15%
 off

on food only 
Per Table

952-300-8947
749 E. Enterprise Dr. | Belle Plaine

952-457-3548952-457-3548

Matt-Saxe-Chevrolet, Inc.
“You’ll Like our Attitude” 

952-873-2234
www.mattsaxechevy.com

909 Enterprise Drive • Belle Plaine, MN

Please Join Belle Plaine Council 1503
Scan this QR code and enter code

BLESSEDMCGIVNEY for free membership

JIM CONNELLY  
MONUMENTS

Do you have an interest in looking 
at cemetery monuments?

Call for a private appointment:

(612) 618-0024
jconnelly00@aol.com


