
 

 

Mass Schedule 
Weekend Masses 
Saturday | 4:15pm 
Sunday | 8:00am, 10:00am 

Weekday Masses 
Tuesday | 6:30pm 
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday | 8:30am 

Holy Days & Holidays 
Consult bulletin.  

Eucharist Adoration 
Wednesday | 9:00am - 10:00pm 
 

SACRAMENTS 
Sacrament of Confession 
30 mins prior to Mass. 

Sacrament of Marriage 
Make arrangements with the Parish Office six 
months prior to proposed wedding date. 

Sacrament of Baptism 
Congratulations! Thank you for accepting and 
caring for one of God’s greatest gifts. As part of 
Baptism preparation, expectant parents are 
required to attend Mass weekly. Please contact 
the Parish Office (952) 873-6564. We look 
forward to getting to know you and your baby. 

 

IN CASE OF AN 
EMERGENCY 
Please contact 952-992-0140 

200 East Church Street  |  Belle Plaine, Minnesota 56011 
952-873-6564  |  www.ourladyoftheprairie.com 

October 8, 2023 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
Monday - Friday | 8:00am - 3:00pm 



Richard Beach 

Mary Jo Gregory 

Eileen Effertz 

Bob Koenig 

Deacon Bob Raleigh 

Bud Steen 

Sara Meyer 

 

David Clark 

Nicole Koepp 

Merlin Bartels 

If you know of someone who would like to have their name added to the prayer 
List, please notify the bulletin editor. A name will be listed for four weeks. Please 
get the permission of the person you wish to add before calling or emailing. 

Please  pray  f or  .  .  .  

A MESSAGE FROM FATHER MICHAEL . . .  

The Privilege to be a Worker in the Lord’s Vineyard. 

How lucky we are to be Catholic!  The Mass 
readings remind us that above all it is a pure 
privilege to work in the vineyard of the Lord.  At this 
time of year, we think about the harvest and the 
plantings that are collected for our benefit to tide 
us over for the winter. 

Jesus tells us to bear fruit – good spiritual fruit that will last.  We may 
pause to reflect on our own service to God and neighbor.  As workers 
in the vineyard that God has finely prepared are we able to offer back 
to God a bountiful produce and good works?  Will we find ourselves 
ready for the Lord’s return?  That is the challenge of our lives. 

A prominent preparation is prayer and time with the Lord.  It is pure 
luxury to be afforded a relationship with God and any relationship 
needs time and attention.  I hope that we can make time and work on 
our relationship with God through prayer.  It is the start to any 
profitable endeavor and the beginning of something wonderful!  
Prayer is also a good way to begin and end each day.  Moreover, Mass 
is the best of all possible prayers. 

Through our baptism in the passion, death and resurrection of Jesus, 
we have been made God’s chosen people.  God delights in sharing 
good gifts with us, do we generously respond to God’s example?  To 
live the Christian life is difficult, but it remains possible if we but first 
acknowledge God as the example that we desire to imitate. 

Saint Paul reminds us in the second reading that if we focus on what 
really matters, the good, true, honorable, pure and just, we will find 
the peace of God.  That’s the secret to knowing when it is ripe to pick.  
I look forward to our parish communally producing fruit that will be 
abundant and last!  All of us are needed for a really good harvest. 

God bless you! 

Father Michael Kaluza 

PARISH STAFF 
(952) 873-6564 

PASTOR 

Fr. Michael Kaluza |  
mkaluza@olp.church 

BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR 

Kelly Pumper | kpumper@olp.church 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 

Anita Glisczinski | Janis Buesgens 
frontdesk@ourladyoftheprairie.com 

PRINCIPAL OF PARISH SCHOOL  
& PRESCHOOL DIRECTOR 

Sheila Hendricks | 
shendricks@olp.church 

FACILITIES MANAGER 

Patrick Schroers 
pschroers@olp.church 

DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS 
EDUCATION 
Mark Simons | 
msimons@ourladyoftheprairie.com 

CEMETERY CARETAKER 

Keith Heitkamp | 
heitkampkeith@gmail.com  

LAY LEADERSHIP POSITIONS 
TRUSTEES 

Charlotte Mulroy, Sue Schultz 

PARISH COUNCIL 

Mike Buchanan, Dan Flynn, Ginny 
Morgan, Allen Schmitz, Ty Buesgens, 
Renee Schultz, Leticia Fogarty, Cindy 
Berger, Joan Bruggemeier, Sandy 
Schroers, Bob Smith, Tim Murphy 

SCHOOL ADVISORY COUNCIL 

Ashley Simons, Jessica Fogarty, 
Loni Scheff, Jason Palo, Kelli Berger 

FINANCE COUNCIL 

Dan Neisen, Maria Tracy, Jerome 
Flaherty, Joe Vandermark, Jim Koepp 
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Legacy Tree Program 

Our Lady of the Prairie will be offering the opportunity 
to be a part of our history long into the future by 

purchasing a Legacy Tree in remembrance of your 
loved ones. More details to come. 

mailto:heitkampkeith@gmail.com


CHURCH PAINTING 

Collected as of 10/01/2023 
$349,625.64  

Anticipate completion by Nov. 1st  

Daily Masses 
are held in the Roedel Hall gathering space. 

Sunday Masses  
are held in the Parish Hall. 
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STEWARDSHIP & ATTENDANCE 

For the Week of September 1, 2023 

Weekly Collection Goal for Month  . . . . . . . . . .  $8,344.00 

10/01/2023 Collection (Week 12) . . . . . . . . . . . . $5,792.00 

Current Week Deficit  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  (- )$2,552.00 

Church Painting Collection . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,360.00 

Attendance at Saturday 4:15pm Mass  . . . . . . . . . . . . 139 
Attendance at Sunday 8:00am Mass  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .141 
Attendance at Sunday 10:00am Mass . . . . . . . . . . . . . 130 

Live stream views of Mass . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Not streamed 

Total Number of Registered Active Families . . . . . . . . 486              
Total Number of Registered Active Members . . . . . 1,293 

*Collection week includes envelopes and loose total for 
that weekend collection. 

Automatic Contributions 
Did you know your contributions can be automatically 
deducted from your checking, savings, or credit card 
account? For more information call the parish office at 
952-873-6564 or check out our website. 

Stop by the Parish Office 
 to schedule  

Mass Intent ions  
Weekday Openings in 2023 

Weekend & Weekday  
Openings in 2024 

 

October 

Respect Life Month 
& Month of the Rosary 

Please offer your daily Rosary 
for the intention "That the life of 
every person from conception to 
natural death will be in our laws 

and cherished in our hearts." 

Memorare  

Remember, O Most Gracious Virgin Mary,  
that never was it known that anyone who fled to Thy 

protection, implored Thy help, or sought Thy 
intercession was left unaided.  Inspired by this 

confidence, I fly unto thee O Virgin of Virgins my 
Mother. To thee I come, before thee I stand, sinful and 

sorrowful. O Mother of the Word Incarnate, despise 
not my petitions, but in thy mercy, hear and answer 

me. Amen.  

A BIG THANK YOU  

to Eve Hennen and the PTA 
for hosting our delicious 

Spaghetti Dinner and  

Catholic United Financial  

for sponsoring this event. 

We raised $1557.00!!   
WAY TO GO!! 



In Christ We Live Forever 

Please remember in your prayers 

Catherine Ann Schmidt 

We extend our sincere sympathy to her family, friends, and 
loved ones, and pray for her eternal peace. 
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GIVE CHRISTMAS JOY! 

Our parish will be participating in the holiday “Box of Joy” 
project during the upcoming seasons of Thanksgiving & Joy! 
 
A Box of Joy is a Christmas shoe box, donated and packed 
with toys, clothing, school supplies, and hygiene items by 
our parish families. Each gift represents Christ’s love and 
may be the only Christmas gift children in developing 
countries are blessed to receive. 

The box of Joy project is a fun and simple activity for the 
whole family. It teaches the lesson of loving our neighbor as 
God has loved and blessed us. 

Let’s make this a very Merry Christmas for some children! 

Gift ideas, drop off information, packing information along 
with scheduled dates and times are available to you at the 
Box of Joy display by Roedel Hall entry. 

Ginny Morgan will be at the display  
following Mass to answer your questions. 

Student registration is taking place now for Wednesday 
evening classes starting on October 25. See the parish 

website for a registration form, or visit the parish office. 

Our Lady of the Prairie  

       Catholic School 

2023 Marathon of Prayer 
September 29 through October 18 

Sponsored by the Knights of Columbus 

Our Marathon of Prayer is quickly 

approaching. We are very excited to 

participate in the prayers and walking to 

support our school and pray for all of those 

who have requested our prayers. All families, 

Preschool through 6th grade are invited to 

participate.  The proceeds from the 

Marathon play an instrumental portion of 

our annual budget. It helps supply core and 

supplemental curriculum along with helping 

with the overall budget to run the school. We 

are grateful for everyone who supports our 

school.  We have 4 Matching Grant Donors:  

Bob Fritz Trucking, Inc. - $1000               

Matt Saxe Chevrolet and Buick - $500                               

Vos Construction - $500                              

Hennen Electric  $250                                                         

Students will be walking a total of 20 laps 

over a three day period and will be praying a 

specific prayer for each lap. 

1. Prayers of thanksgiving to God 

2. Prayer for Catholic Schools 

3. Sick & dying 

4. Souls in purgatory 

5. The hungry/homeless 

6. Priest and deacon vocations 

7. Rosary 

8. Prayers of blessings from God 

9. Prayer for Students 

10. Local, national and global leaders 

11. Abortion 

12. Cancer survivors & sufferers 

13. The imprisoned and lonely 

14. Rosary 

15. Those  fallen away from their faith 

16. Prayer for teachers 

17. Beatitudes 

18. Prayer for parents 

19. Prayer for grandparents 

20. Rosary 









Bulletin Announcements 
If your group would like to post in the bulletin, please send an email to:  bulletineditor@olp.church  

by noon on Monday for the following Sunday’s bulletin. 

Weekly Calendar with Readings 

Monday 
9 

October 

 Jonah 1:1-2:1, 11 / Psalms 2:2, 3, 4, 5, 8 / Luke 10:25-37  

• 5:00 a.m. l Grades 5 & 6 students leave for Wolf Ridge 

• OLP Student Prayer Marathon 

Tuesday 
10 

October 

Jonah 3:1-10 / Psalms 130:1-2, 3-4, 7-8 / Luke 10:38-42  

1:30 pm l Kingsway Mass   

6:30 pm l Mass  d. Kathy Kaluza 

• 7:00 pm l Small Group Leader Formation #4 in Roedell Hall 

• Grades 5 & 6 students at Wolf Ridge 

• OLP Student Prayer Marathon 

Wednesday 
11 

October 

Jonah 4:1-11 / Psalms 86:3-4, 5-6, 9-10 / Luke 11:1-4  

8:30 am l Mass  d. Frank Glisczinski 

• Coffee & donuts after Mass 

• 12:00 noon l Ecumenical Lunch in Roedell Hall 

• 6:00 pm l Grades 5 & 6 students return from Wolf Ridge 

• OLP Student Prayer Marathon 

Thursday 
12 

October 

Malachi 3:13-20 / Psalms 1:1-2, 3, 4, 6 / Luke 11:5-13  

8:30 am l Mass    d. Deacon Ritter 

• OLP Student Prayer Marathon 
    

Friday 
13 

October 

 Joel 1:13-15; 2:1-2 / Psalms 9:2-3, 6, 16, 8-9 / Luke 11:15-26  

8:30 am l OLP Children’s Mass  d. Carl Gansen 

• Student Saints of the Month for September announced 

• OLP Student Prayer Marathon 

Saturday 
14 

October 

Joel 4:12-21 / Psalms 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12 / Luke 11:27-28  

4:15 pm l Mass   For the Parish  

Lector:      Charlotte Mulroy 

EMHC:       Sue Schultz, Sarah Williams 

Ushers:     Keith Heitkamp, Randy Schumacher, Volunteer, Volunteer 

Servers:    Quinnlyn Gleason, Liam Gleason, MJ Kurvers 

Greeters:  Brad & Sue Schultz 

Sunday 
15 

October 

Isaiah 25:6-10 / Psalms 23:1-3, 3-4, 5, 6 / Matthew 22:1-14 / Philippians 4:12-14, 19-20  

8:00 am l Mass  d. Paul Tupek 

Lector:      John Walsh 

EMHC:       Susan Cole, Bob Fahey 

Ushers:     Mark Hartman, Calvin Hartman, Volunteer, Volunteer 

Servers:    David Fogarty, Teresa Fogarty, Jeffrey Teal 

Greeters:  Tom & Pam Cates 

10:00 am l Mass  d. Christine Zehnder 

Lector:      Rick Morgan 

EMHC:       Jason Palo, Karen Vandermark 

Ushers:     Jim Gerres, Jeff Klein, Volunteer, Volunteer 

Servers:    Kaiden Palo, Jaxson Palo 

Greeters:  Joe & Kristen LaJeunesse 
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Belle Plaine                 M-F 6am-6pm

(952)-873-3951
www.angieslearningcenter.com

Does your home 
have high levels 

of RADON?
Call Today to make sure your home  

is safe from elevated RADON!
612-504-4540

Professional Air Duct Cleaning Services
Dryer Vent Cleaning • Air Duct Sanitizing

Matt Fahey, 612-490-5458

JIM CONNELLY  
MONUMENTS

Do you have an interest in looking 
at cemetery monuments?

Call for a private appointment:

(612) 618-0024
jconnelly00@aol.com

507-665-3300 
226 S. Main St • LeSueur

Creative Landscapes By: 

Lawns Are Us

Free Estimates  952-492-3160 
www.LawnsAreUs.com

Residential & Commercial

Strait SmileS
     Family Dentistry     Family Dentistry  

Dr. Tasha Strait, General Dentist
Dr. Monique Baune, General Dentist
Dr. Mora Cervenka, General Dentist

Dr. Jason Anderson, Orthodontist
New Patients Welcome     952-873-6380

MEDICAL • MEDICARE ADVANTAGE • MEDICARE SUPPLEMENTS
RX PLANS • HOME • AUTO • BUSINESS • LIFE

Tish Scheffler 
(Patricia)
Licensed 

Insurance Agent
612-799-6496

tishscheffler@ipnagent.comNeisen’s Red Door Bar
125 N Meridian

952-873-6305
& Rustic Room& Rustic Room
101 E Main• Belle Plaine

952-873-6810

PRAIRIE
FARM SUPPLY

952-873-4234
115 W. Church • Belle Plaine

Dan & Tom Chard
www.chardgrading.com

Proudly Serving You From Four Locations!

Member FDIC    www.fnbmn.bank

St. Peter
226 Nassau Street • 507.931.4000

Mankato
500 Long Street • 507.625.1121

Belle Plaine
201 W. Main Street • 952.873.2296

Gaylord
209 Main Avenue • 507.237.5521

952-873-4TOW
Belle Plaine

Lockouts • Jump StartsLockouts • Jump Starts
Junker DisposalJunker Disposal         952-758-9110

1221 4th Ave E, Suite 100 • Shakopee 
115 1st Ave SE, Suite 200 • New Prague 

www.KubesRealty.com

Allen Schmitz
Realtor®, GRI, Broker Associate

612-483-1781
AllenSchmitzReatlor@gmail.com

Established 1968      Steve and Rick Hennen

OMNI KIECKER 
952-843-8545 
kieckerlaw.com

Probate, Wills, Business, and Real Estate

Widmer Masonry
Residential • Commercial • Industrial

Concrete • Block • Brick • Stone
 Steve Widmer
 Cell: 507-338-8536
 Le Sueur, MN

www.widmermasonry.com

Daly & Daly Inc. 
Tax and Accounting Services

Michael J. Daly 
Daly Office Building  

119 W. Main Street• Belle Plaine
Office: (952) 873-2213 • Fax: (952) 873-4237

Email: daly&daly@frontiernet.net 
Securities offered through Signator Investors, Inc. 

A registered broker/dealer. Member FINRA & SIPC.

39393939
In loving memory of: 

Brent W. Meyer   

   Blessings to all:
   Gerald , Carman Meyer & family

                            Council 1503

Call or Email Jason Palo
For More Information

(612)716-4636 | council1503gk@gmail.com

Sales, Service, Parts, and Body Shop

www.wolfmotors.com
952 .492 .2340
KENT BLADA

Edsel Faunillan – Realtor 
 
 

Your Home, My Priority EdselHomes@gmail.com 
995522  446655--66882200  

 Kolden
FUNERAL & CREMATION 

SERVICES
 

Karl & Rosemary
Kolden

952-873-6227 
www.koldenfuneralhome.com

We will exceed your expectations in quality, value and service.
FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED | 40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE

Matthew Doerr   (507) 382-7502
Quality  Freshness  Convenience

    Jordan- (952) 492-2044  Le Sueur - (507) 665-2630 Le Center - (507) 357-4424

SPRAY FOAM 
ACORN INSULATION

BELLE PLAINE, MN
• Spray Foam 
• Acorn Insulation 
• Batted/Blown Insulation 
• Insulation Removal 
• Waterproofing 
• New Construction 
• Existing Buildings

Matt Offerdahl • 612.919.9684 
Mattofferdahl19@gmail.com

Providing: 
Loans for all of your  

Commercial and Consumer Needs 
Business, Real Estate, 

Equipment and Vehicles

“We Service Your Loan From 
Application to Payoff”

Matt Fogarty, President 
Belle Plaine • 952.873.2500

Le Sueur • 507.665.4200 
Green Isle • 507.326.3200 

Cloquet • 218.879.6781 
Montgomery • 507.364.2265 
Eagle Lake • 507.257.3544 

Madison Lake • 507.243.3511
www.cornerstonestatebank.com

Meet Randy.
He’s a great listener and will  

guide you every step of the way.

Apple Valley, MN

Randy.Koepp@LampertLumber.com
952-292-4416

Ridges at 
Sand Creek

(952)492-2644 • Jordan 
www.ridgesatsandcreek.com

Golf  • Dining • Events

Ashton Pankonin
Financial Advisor
Parishioner

952.873.2703
Belle Plaine, MN

Financial Planning  • Investments  •  Insurance

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Rolando Mararac

rmararac@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x2139

Jordan, Mn    SiwekJordan.com
952-492-6666

Le Sueur, Mn    SiwekLS.com
507-665-6426

2 GREAT LOCATIONS!2 GREAT LOCATIONS!

$5 off 
Per Table

952-300-8947

749 E. Enterprise Dr. | Belle Plaine

952-457-3548952-457-3548

Matt-Saxe-Chevrolet, InC.
“You’ll lIke our attItude” 

952-873-2234
www.MattSaxeChevY.CoM

909 enterprISe drIve • Belle plaIne, Mn


