
 

 

Mass Schedule 
Weekend Masses 
Saturday | 4:15pm 
Sunday | 8:00am, 10:00am 

Weekday Masses 
Tuesday | 6:30pm 
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday | 8:30am 

Holy Days & Holidays 
Consult bulletin.  

Eucharist Adoration 
Wednesday | 9:00am - 10:00pm 
 

SACRAMENTS 
Sacrament of Confession 
30 mins prior to Mass. 

Sacrament of Marriage 
Make arrangements with the Parish Office six 
months prior to proposed wedding date. 

Sacrament of Baptism 
Congratulations! Thank you for accepting and 
caring for one of God’s greatest gifts. As part of 
Baptism preparation, expectant parents are 
required to attend Mass weekly. Please contact 
the Parish Office (952) 873-6564. We look 
forward to getting to know you and your baby. 

 

IN CASE OF AN 
EMERGENCY 
Please contact 952-992-0140 

200 East Church Street  |  Belle Plaine, Minnesota 56011 
952-873-6564  |  www.ourladyoftheprairie.com 

August 13, 2023 

SUMMER OFFICE HOURS 
Monday - Thursday | 8:00am - 3:00pm 
Friday | Closed 



Ann Woelfel 

Cindy Coughlen 

Angela Hennen 

Merlin Bartels 

Loree Heinkel 

Richard Beach 

Bob Belousek 

Carol Mezera 

Carl Gansen 

Mary Jo Gregory 

Lisa Pobuda     

Kristi Dose 

Bob Koenig 

Deacon Bob Raleigh 

Kelly Huber 

Bud Steen 

Brad Haynes 

Mary C. Johnson 

If you know of someone who would like to have their name added to the prayer 
List, please notify the bulletin editor. A name will be listed for four weeks. Please 
get the permission of the person you wish to add before calling or emailing. 

Please  pray  for  .  .  .  

A MESSAGE FROM FATHER MICHAEL . . .     
  
Be Not Afraid 

Jesus invites Peter to come out and walk on the 
water. In doing so he also invites us, the church, to 
do the impossible and cultivate the faith that 
makes all things possible. Our faith is possible 
because of the invitation from God. Jesus was sent 
from God to show us the way, the truth and the 
life. As members of the Body of Christ, the church, we are moved by 
faith to respond to the invitation of Jesus. 

When Peter responds to the invitation from God to keep his gaze 
fixed on Christ, Peter is able to walk on water. When he glances away, 
he experiences trouble. Our spiritual life is much the same. We need 
to keep our eyes securely focused on Jesus, because he is all things to 
us. 

In the first reading Elijah finds God in the whispering voice, even 
though he sought God in the strong and powerful elements of nature. 
Sometimes God surprises us and reminds us that God is always 
faithful and we have to trust that God is indeed always there when we 
seek him. 

One of the early symbols for the church was a boat. The church 
was seen as a small boat tossed around in an unfriendly sea (a world 
that persecuted Christians). But the presence of Jesus in the boat 
calms the storm, and keeps the voyagers safe. Jesus continues to calm 
storms. He still reaches out and pulls us up when we call out and put 
our trust in him. Fear can seize us without warning, but we will be 
better prepared for it if we follow Jesus’ example. 

We can take comfort in knowing that we are not to be afraid to 
face the future and that God will be with us as we endeavor to 
continue the mission of the church. May the Holy Spirit breathe the 
gifts of wisdom and courage into our parish community to make 
prudent decisions for our sake and the sake of the whole world! 

God bless you! 

Father Michael Kaluza 

PARISH STAFF 
(952) 873-6564 

PASTOR 

Fr. Michael Kaluza |  
mkaluza@olp.church 

BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR 

Kelly Pumper | kpumper@olp.church 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 

Anita Glisczinski | Janis Buesgens 
frontdesk@ourladyoftheprairie.com 

PRINCIPAL OF PARISH SCHOOL  
& PRESCHOOL DIRECTOR 

Sheila Hendricks | 
shendricks@olp.church 

FACILITIES MANAGER 

Patrick Schroers 
pschroers@olp.church 

DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS DUCATION 

Open 

CEMETERY CARETAKER 

Keith Heitkamp | 
heitkampkeith@gmail.com  

LAY LEADERSHIP POSITIONS 
TRUSTEES 

Charlotte Mulroy, Sue Schultz 

PARISH COUNCIL 

Mike Buchanan, Dan Flynn, Ginny 
Morgan, Allen Schmitz, Ty Buesgens, 
Renee Schultz, Leticia Fogarty, Cindy 
Berger, Joan Bruggemeier, Sandy 
Schroers, Bob Smith, Tim Murphy 

SCHOOL ADVISORY COUNCIL 

Ashley Simons, Jessica Fogarty, 
Loni Scheff, Jason Palo, Kelli Berger 

FINANCE COUNCIL 

Dan Neisen, Maria Tracy, Jerome 
Flaherty, Joe Vandermark, Jim Koepp 
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DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

We are accepting applications for the position of 
Director of Religious Education at Our Lady of the 
Prairie Catholic Church and School. This is a full 
time position with flexible hours.   

Responsible for planning & implementing the 
following programs: 

1. Faith Formation 
a. Youth and Adult 
b. Totus Tuus 
c. Bible Study 
d. Book Club 
e. Social Events (Cana Dinner) 

2. Safe Environment Coordinator 

3. Computer skills, including Microsoft Office 
Suite (Word, Excel, Power Point) and Google (Docs, 
Sheets, Slides). 

To apply, or for more information,  
please email your resume to:  

shendricks@ourladyoftheprairie.com 

or mail to:  

Our Lady of the Prairie Catholic Church and School  
200 East Church Street, Belle Plaine, MN  56011  

Our Lady of the Prairie School  

Employment Opportunities 
2023-2024 School Year  

 

Responsibilities include teaching Reading to 1st, 4th, 5th, 
and 6th grade students and serving all students as a 
strong advocate for the Catholic Faith. 

Qualifications: The certified teacher best suited to this 
role will have gifts in these areas:   

• Reading fluency and comprehension instruction 

• Instructional technology fluency  

• Comprehensive grasp of curriculum development 

• Ability to work with teachers and students across 
the  
K-6 grade range 

• A teaching style which is flexible, creative and 
hands-on. 

Please submit resume and cover letter to:  
Sheila Hendricks shendricks@ourladyoftheprairie.com  

Reading Specialist 

STEWARDSHIP & ATTENDANCE 

For the Week of August 6, 2023 

Weekly Collection Goal for Month  . . . . . . . . . .  $8,344.00 

8/06/2023 Collection (Week 5) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $6,029.00 

Current Week Deficit  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  (-) $2,315.00 

Church Painting Collection . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $855.00 

Attendance at Saturday 4:15pm Mass  . . . . . . . . . . . . .161 
Attendance at Sunday 8:00am Mass  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .105 
Attendance at Sunday 10:00am Mass . . . . . . . . . . . . . 135 

Live stream views of Mass . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Not streamed 

Total Number of Registered Active Families . . . . . . . . 486              
Total Number of Registered Active Members . . . . . 1,293 

*Collection week includes envelopes and loose total for 
that weekend collection. 

Automatic Contributions 
Did you know your contributions can be automatically 
deducted from your checking, savings, or credit card 
account? For more information call the parish office at 
952-873-6564 or check out our website. 

Church Painting  

Scaffolding will be up for 
approximately 3 months.  

Statues have been painted 
and are stored.  

Daily Masses 
are held in the Roedel Hall gathering space. 

Sunday Masses  
are held in the Parish Hall. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church Painting collected as of 8/06/2023
$336,446.61



News from Father Michael Kaluza 

Synod Update 

The Archdiocesan synod continues to unfold. 
Archbishop Hebda’s first priority is that each parish 
form small groups. These small groups should assist 
with building community and help our own spiritual 
growth. Our parish council ls working on 
implementing these priorities and selecting people to 
serve as small group leaders. Each council member is 
requested to find six individuals to take part in 
formation. Training will be offered and begins in 
September with seven classes following the +6:30 
p.m. Mass. If you are unable to attend a class in 
person, it will also be available to watch the next day 
on line. Please be open to taking part in this training! 
We always want to be a vibrant community of faith! 
We need you to help by being trained as a small 
group leader! 

Adoration Chapel Update 

Plans are underway to have our 
adoration chapel available seven days 
each week! Improvements will be made 
so that we can offer adoration on 
demand and allow adorers to come to 
the chapel at any time, day or night. The 
monstrance will be protected behand 
glass and a screen will expose or repose 
the Blessed Sacrament. We are always 

looking to increase the number of adorers and are 
anxious to offer more opportunities for people to 
take part in this apostolate. Please consider adding a 
holy hour to benefit your spiritual life. 

Celebration of  Baptism 

Elliott Reed Schneider 

son of  

Tom & Caitlin Schneider 

August 12, 2023 

PAGE 3 
OUR LADY OF THE PRAIRIE CATHOLIC CHURCH  

Stop  by the Parish Office 
 to schedule  

Mass Intent ions  
2023 Openings 

Lisa Ross, Preschool Teacher and  
Ashley Simons, Director of  
Enrollment & Marketing.  

 

My name is Lisa Ross and I am the 
PreK teacher at OLP. I hold a 
Business Management Degree 
with a Specialization in Early 
Childhood Education from 
Rasmussen College in Mankato, 
Minnesota.  I have over 25 years of 
professional experience serving 
children and their families. I have 

administered Licensed Early Childhood Educational 
Programs, Public/ Private School and Non Profit 
Programs. I have a passion for making connections 
in the communities I serve. 

I live in Le Sueur with my husband and 5 children. 

My name is Ashley Simons. My 
husband and I moved to Belle 
Plaine in August 2007 and have 
called this town home ever since. 
I received my bachelor’s degree in 
Elementary Education through 
Minnesota State University 
Mankato and my master’s degree 
in Teaching and Learning through 
Hamline University. I taught 4th and 5th grade for 
nearly a decade in Eastern Carver County School 
District before God called me out of the classroom 
and into our home to raise our children. I am a mom 
to 4 boys who are students and alumni to OLP 
Catholic School. Over the years I have volunteered to 
co-chair the annual Gala fundraiser, served as Vice 
President of the PTA and have been a member of the 
School Advisory Council for many years. Outside of 
the school I stay busy driving my boys to all their 
activities, cheering them on at their games, 
gardening, listening to audiobooks and also running 
my own photography business. 

Our Lady of the Prairie Catholic School 
 

 
Tuition 

 assistance is 
available. 

Website:  school.ourladyoftheprairie.com 

Phone:    (952) 873-6564 

PreK - 6 Grades 

2023-2024 

School Year 

https://r.search.yahoo.com/_ylt=AwrNZENJWFBkIa0E0z5XNyoA;_ylu=Y29sbwNiZjEEcG9zAzEEdnRpZANDQVEyNTUyM0FfMQRzZWMDc2M-/RV=2/RE=1683015881/RO=10/RU=https%3a%2f%2fschool.ourladyoftheprairie.com%2f/RK=2/RS=igSNHNlwSIU_E.flZM9qTjQfCWk-
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Bulletin Announcements 
If your group would like to post in the bulletin, please send an email to:  bulletineditor@olp.church  

by noon on Monday for the following Sunday’s bulletin. 

Weekly Calendar with Readings 

Monday 

14 
August 

Isaiah 58:6-11 / Psalms 1:1-4, 6 / Matthew 25:31-40  

Tuesday 

15 
August 

 Revelation 11:19; 12:1-6, 10 / Psalms 45:10, 11, 12, 16 / Luke 1:39-56 / First Corinthians 15:20-26  

Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
8:30 am I Mass   

1:30 am I Mass at Kingsway 

6:30 pm I Mass  d. Brent Meyer 

Lector:      Joe Vandermark    

EMHC:       Volunteer  

Ushers:     Volunteer   

Servers:    Volunteer  

Greeters:  Volunteer 

Wednesday 

16 
August 

Deuteronomy 34:1-12 / Psalms 66:1-3, 5, 8, 16-17 / Matthew 18:15-20  

8:30 am I Mass  liv. & d. Guertin Family 

• Coffee & donuts after Mass 

Thursday 

17 
August 

 Joshua 3:7-10, 11, 13-17 / Psalms 114:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 / Matthew 18:21-19:1  

8:30 am I Mass    

2:00 pm I Mass at The Lutheran Home 

Friday 

18 
August 

 Joshua 24:1-13 / Psalms 136:1-3, 16-18, 21-22, 24 / Matthew 19:3-12  

8:30 am I  Mass   

• Parish Office Closed 

Saturday 

19 
August 

 Joshua 24:14-29 / Psalms 16:1-2, 5, 7-8, 11 / Matthew 19:13-15  

4:15 pm I Mass  For the Parish 

Lector:      Sue Schultz  

EMHC:       Betty Weldon 

Ushers:     Keith Heitkamp, Randy Schumacher, Volunteer, Volunteer 

Servers:    Andrew Schmidt, Evan Schmidt, Elijah Williams 

Greeters:  Brad & Sue Schultz 

 
Sunday 

20 
August 

 

Isaiah 56:1, 6-7 / Psalms 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8 / Matthew 15:21-28 / Romans 11:13-15, 29-32  

8:00 am I Mass  d. Jeanette Gerres 

Lector:      Ken Skluzacek 

EMHC:       Sharon Schmitz, Susan Cole, Bob Fahey 

Ushers:     John Edberg, Paul Guertin, Dr. Tim Halloran, Tim Murph 

Servers:    Austin Traxler, Teresa Fogarty, Jeffrey Teal 

Greeters:  Richard & Sharon Beach 

10:00 am I Mass  d. lizabeth & Susan Miron 

Lector:      Sheila Schmitz  

EMHC:       Paula Covington, Jim Covington, Volunteer 

Ushers:     Jim Gerres,  Jim Covington, Ben Covington, Volunteer 

Servers:    Kenzie Berger, Mason Berger, Cole Chessen 

Greeters:  Rick & Ginny Morgan   
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Belle Plaine                 M-F 6am-6pm

(952)-873-3951
www.angieslearningcenter.com

Does your home 
have high levels 

of RADON?
Call Today to make sure your home  

is safe from elevated RADON!
612-504-4540

Professional Air Duct Cleaning Services
Dryer Vent Cleaning • Air Duct Sanitizing

Matt Fahey, 612-490-5458

JIM CONNELLY  
MONUMENTS

Do you have an interest in looking 
at cemetery monuments?

Call for a private appointment:

(612) 618-0024
jconnelly00@aol.com

507-665-3300 
226 S. Main St • LeSueur

840 E. Main 
Belle Plaine

952-873-3344
Home of the “Soft Touch”  
Car Wash with Turtle Wax 
FEATURING HOT STUFF PIZZA
Locally Owned & Operated

24 Hour Pay at the Pump

Creative Landscapes By: 

Lawns Are Us

Free Estimates  952-492-3160 
www.LawnsAreUs.com

Residential & Commercial

Strait SmileS
     Family Dentistry     Family Dentistry  

Dr. Tasha Strait, General Dentist
Dr. Monique Baune, General Dentist
Dr. Mora Cervenka, General Dentist

Dr. Jason Anderson, Orthodontist
New Patients Welcome     952-873-6380

MEDICAL • MEDICARE ADVANTAGE • MEDICARE SUPPLEMENTS
RX PLANS • HOME • AUTO • BUSINESS • LIFE

Tish Scheffler 
(Patricia)
Licensed 

Insurance Agent
612-799-6496

tishscheffler@ipnagent.comNeisen’s Red Door Bar
125 N Meridian

952-873-6305
& Rustic Room& Rustic Room
101 E Main• Belle Plaine

952-873-6810

PRAIRIE
FARM SUPPLY

952-873-4234
115 W. Church • Belle Plaine

Dan & Tom Chard
www.chardgrading.com

Proudly Serving You From Four Locations!

Member FDIC    www.fnbmn.bank

St. Peter
226 Nassau Street • 507.931.4000

Mankato
500 Long Street • 507.625.1121

Belle Plaine
201 W. Main Street • 952.873.2296

Gaylord
209 Main Avenue • 507.237.5521

952-873-4TOW
Belle Plaine

Lockouts • Jump StartsLockouts • Jump Starts
Junker DisposalJunker Disposal

Jill Reinhardt, Pharmacist, Owner
www.firstchoicepharmacymn.com

Gaylord:  507-237-2933 
Jordan:  952-492-3334 

Belle Plaine: 952-855-4381

We’re Always There For You! 
•Installation, Maintenance, & Repair 

• Fair Rates & Financing Available  
• Free Installation Estimates 

AlwaysThereRepair@yahoo.com 
AlwaysThereRepair.com 

Call or Text (612) 499-2196 
Owners Jeremy & Ann Gindt

Always There 
Heat & Air

        952-758-9110
1221 4th Ave E, Suite 100 • Shakopee 

115 1st Ave SE, Suite 200 • New Prague 
www.KubesRealty.com

Allen Schmitz
Realtor®, GRI, Broker Associate

612-483-1781
AllenSchmitzReatlor@gmail.com

Established 1968      Steve and Rick Hennen
We are smaller... but we try harder

Visit us at www.MyApplianceSource.com

(952) 445-2916

OMNI KIECKER 
952-843-8545 
kieckerlaw.com

Probate, Wills, Business, and Real Estate

Widmer Masonry
Residential • Commercial • Industrial

Concrete • Block • Brick • Stone
 Steve Widmer
 Cell: 507-338-8536
 Le Sueur, MN

www.widmermasonry.com

Daly & Daly Inc. 
Tax and Accounting Services

Michael J. Daly 
Daly Office Building  

119 W. Main Street• Belle Plaine
Office: (952) 873-2213 • Fax: (952) 873-4237

Email: daly&daly@frontiernet.net 
Securities offered through Signator Investors, Inc. 

A registered broker/dealer. Member FINRA & SIPC.

39393939
In loving memory of: 

Brent W. Meyer   

   Blessings to all:
   Gerald , Carman Meyer & family

                            Council 1503

Call or Email Jason Palo
For More Information

(612)716-4636 | council1503gk@gmail.com

Sales, Service, Parts, and Body Shop

www.wolfmotors.com
952 .492 .2340
KENT BLADA

Edsel Faunillan – Realtor 
 
 

Your Home, My Priority EdselHomes@gmail.com 
995522  446655--66882200  

 Kolden
FUNERAL & CREMATION 

SERVICES
 

Karl & Rosemary
Kolden

952-873-6227 
www.koldenfuneralhome.com

Belle Plaine Family 
Dentistry, P.A.

Steven B. Petersen, D.D.S.
Henry D. Watzl, D.D.S.

General Dentistry
210 North Meridian St., Suite 2 • Belle Plaine

952.873.2796

We will exceed your expectations in quality, value and service.
FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED | 40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE

Matthew Doerr   (507) 382-7502
Quality  Freshness  Convenience

    Jordan- (952) 492-2044  Le Sueur - (507) 665-2630 Le Center - (507) 357-4424

SPRAY FOAM 
ACORN INSULATION

BELLE PLAINE, MN
• Spray Foam 
• Acorn Insulation 
• Batted/Blown Insulation 
• Insulation Removal 
• Waterproofing 
• New Construction 
• Existing Buildings

Matt Offerdahl • 612.919.9684 
Mattofferdahl19@gmail.com

Providing: 
Loans for all of your  

Commercial and Consumer Needs 
Business, Real Estate, 

Equipment and Vehicles

“We Service Your Loan From 
Application to Payoff”

Matt Fogarty, President 
Belle Plaine • 952.873.2500

Le Sueur • 507.665.4200 
Green Isle • 507.326.3200 

Cloquet • 218.879.6781 
Montgomery • 507.364.2265 
Eagle Lake • 507.257.3544 

Madison Lake • 507.243.3511
www.cornerstonestatebank.com

Matt-Saxe-Chevrolet-BuiCk
“You’ll like our attitude” 

952-873-2234
www.SaxeChevYBuiCk.CoM

909 enterpriSe drive • Belle plaine, Mn

Meet Randy.
He’s a great listener and will  

guide you every step of the way.

Apple Valley, MN

Randy.Koepp@LampertLumber.com
952-292-4416

Ridges at 
Sand Creek

(952)492-2644 • Jordan 
www.ridgesatsandcreek.com

Golf  • Dining • Events

Ashton Pankonin
Financial Advisor
Parishioner

952.873.2703
Belle Plaine, MN

Financial Planning  • Investments  •  Insurance

Samuel K Gore
Financial Advisor
100 W Main Street
Belle Plaine, MN 56011
952-873-2481

> edwardjones.com
Member SIPCMKT-5894N-A

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Gary Stang

gstang@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x5838

Jordan, Mn    SiwekJordan.com
952-492-6666

Le Sueur, Mn    SiwekLS.com
507-665-6426

2 GREAT LOCATIONS!2 GREAT LOCATIONS!


