
 

 

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday - Friday | 8:00am - 3:00pm 
 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Weekend Masses 
Saturday | 4:15pm 
Sunday | 8:00am, 10:00am 

Weekday Masses 
Tuesday | 6:30pm 
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday | 8:30am 

Holy Days & Holidays 
Consult bulletin.  

Eucharist Adoration 
Wednesday | 9:00am - 10:00pm 
 

SACRAMENTS 
Sacrament of Confession 
30 mins prior to Mass. 

Sacrament of Marriage 
Make arrangements with the Parish Office six 
months prior to proposed wedding date. 

Sacrament of Baptism 
Congratulations! Thank you for accepting and 
caring for one of God’s greatest gifts. As part of 
Baptism preparation, expectant parents are 
required to attend Mass weekly. Please speak 
to Deacon Mike Daly after Mass during the 
second trimester of pregnancy to begin the 
formal preparation process. We look forward 
to getting to know you and your baby. 

 

IN CASE OF AN 
EMERGENCY 
Please contact 952-992-0140 

200 East Church Street  |  Belle Plaine, Minnesota 56011 
952-873-6564  |  www.ourladyoftheprairie.com 

April 2, 2023 



PARISH STAFF 
PASTOR 

Fr. Michael Kaluza |  
mkaluza@olp.church 

DEACON 

Michael Daly | mdaly@olp.church 

BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR 

Kelly Pumper | kpumper@olp.church 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 

Anita Glisczinski | 
aglisczinski@olp.church 

PRINCIPAL OF PARISH SCHOOL  
& PRESCHOOL DIRECTOR 

Sheila Hendricks | 
shendricks@olp.church 

FACILITIES MANAGER 

Patrick Schroers 
pschroers@olp.church 

DIRECTOR OF FAITH FORMATION & SEC 

Wendi Alessio | walessio@olp.church 

CEMETERY CARETAKER 

Keith Heitkamp | 
heitkampkeith@gmail.com  

 

LAY LEADERSHIP 
POSITIONS 
TRUSTEES 

Charlotte Mulroy, Sue Schultz 

PARISH COUNCIL 

Mike Buchanan, Dan Flynn, Ginny 
Morgan, Allen Schmitz, Ty Buesgens, 
Renee Schultz, Leticia Fogarty, Cindy 
Berger, Joan Bruggemeier, Sandy 
Schroers, Bob Smith, Tim Murphy 

SCHOOL ADVISORY COUNCIL 

Ashley Simons, Jessica Fogarty, 
Loni Scheff, Jason Palo, Kelli Berger 

FINANCE COUNCIL 

Dan Neisen, Maria Tracy, Jerome 
Flaherty, Joe Vandermark, Jim Koepp 

Ann Woelfel 
Cindy Coughlen 
Angela Hennen 
Mike Fogarty 

Deacon Bob 
Raleigh 
Loree Heinkel 
Bob  Belousek 

Lyle Nagel                           
Rose Donharl     
Lisa Pobuda                      
Rory Cruser 

If you know of someone who would like to have their name added to the 
Prayer List, please notify the bulletin editor. A name will be listed for 
four weeks. Please get the permission of the person you wish to add 
before calling or emailing. 

WELCOME TO OUR  
NEW PARISHIONERS & GUESTS! 

We’re happy to have you with us today! 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE . . . 
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A MESSAGE FROM FATHER Michael . . . 
 

Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion 

Today begins Holy Week and we solemnly  

enter into the holiest days of the year as Lent  

comes to a close and the Pascal Triduum  

begins with Holy Thursday. The royal entry into Jerusalem  

ends with the crucifixion and burial of Jesus. Saint Matthew 

offers many details of the passion account and the extent of 

Jesus’ obedience to the will of the Father for our salvation. 

Jesus’ arrival as a gentle king is repeated throughout the 

readings. His reign is all about service. As king he desires to 

serve the will of the Father and seek the benefit of humanity. 

He refuses to seek vengeance on those who want to harm 

him. Jesus completely empties himself and submits to a cruel 

and painful death. This salvific suffering merits great reward 

and demonstrates the complete triumph of goodness over 

evil. Sin is a no longer a threat to humanity and while the sit-

uation is bleak, the story has not yet come to an end. 

I look forward to seeing you at Holy Week liturgies. We make 

extra time during Holy Week to be present for worship and 

take part in the sacred rituals of our faith. These are the high 

holidays and most important Masses of our faith. Please join 

us for Mass of the Lord’s Supper on Thursday at 6:30 p.m. 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament will continue until 9 p.m. 

The Good Friday Liturgy will be offered at 6:30 p.m. Stations 

of the Cross will also be prayed earlier at 3 p.m. Our Easter 

Vigil will be celebrated at 8 p.m. Easter Sunday Masses are at 

8 a.m. and 10 a.m. 

God bless you, 

Father Michael Kaluza 

mailto:heitkampkeith@gmail.com
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Council 1503 Spring Banquet 

Our Lady of the Prairie Catholic Church  

Saturday April 29, 2023 

6pm Social (Roedel Hall) 
7pm Dinner (Parish Hall) 

Music by Carolyn Gleason 

Guest Speaker:  Anne Fredrickson  
Alpha Women’s Center  

Tickets Available  

After Mass  Our Lady of the Prairie 
Council of Catholic Women 

Flower Fund 
Donations 

Easter Season 
Excess donations will be used for  

altar flowers during other times of the year. 
 

Donated By: _________________________________________ 

 

In Memory Of: _______________________________________ 

My Very Own Bed provides new beds and a “Dream Kit” (sheets, blan-
ket, pillow, mattress pad, and a stuffed animal) to children of families 
who have recently secured stable housing. Sleeping well in their new 
beds helps kids stay healthy and succeed in school. 

Your Donation Can Impact a Child’s Good Night's Sleep 

Collecting DONATIONS in Roedel Hall 
April 1-23, 2023 

What to Donate (NEW - twin size) . . .   

Sheets            Mattress Pads  Pillows Small Stuffed Animals 

Blankets & Comforters - solid colors, neutral patterns, or cartoon characters    



Church Painting collected as of 3/26/2023: 
$287,333.93  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STEWARDSHIP & ATTENDANCE 

For the Week of March 26, 2023 

Weekly Collection Goal for Month . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $8,073.00 
3/26/2023 Collection (Week 39) . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .   $5,099.00 

CURRENT WEEK DEFICIT. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   - ($2,974.00) 

Church Painting Collection . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $345.00 
Maintenance Collection . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $1,330.00 

Attendance at 4:15pm Mass . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 209 
Attendance at 8:00am Mass . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . .  146 
Attendance at 10:00am Mass . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 193 
Live stream views of Mass . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  74 

Total Number of Registered Active Families . . . . . . . . . .  486              
Total Number of Registered Active Members . . . . . . . .1,293 

*Collection week includes envelopes and loose total for that 
weekend collection. 

Automatic Contributions 
Did you know your contributions can be automatically deducted 
from your checking, savings, or credit card account? For more 
information call the parish office at  952-873-6564 or check out 
our website. 
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Cemetery Price 
Increase  

 
Effective 

 July 1, 2023 
 
 
 
 
 

All cemetery lots  
purchased after June 30, 2023  

will have an additional charge of 
$200.00 (per lot) for perpetual care.  

Member: $700/lot + $200 for perpetual care 
Non-member: $1,400/lot + $200 for  
           perpetual care 

 

 

  
 

PUT YOUR FAITH IN ACTION 
Please prayerfully consider making a gift that 
will impact the lives of people throughout the 
Archdiocese of St. Paul & Minneapolis. 

Your gift supports ministries that include:  
pro-life, seminarian support, Catholic educa-
tion, services to those most in need and Syn-
od evangelistic priorities in the building up of 
our local church.  

Complete & return your pledge card to the 
collection basket, or make a secure gift on 
line at: csafspm.org 

 

 
 

Preschool Teacher Position 

2023-2024 School Year 

Our Lady of the Prairie is seeking a loving and energetic 
teacher to lead a full-day preschool classroom of 4’s & 5’s. 
The position is available for the 2023-24 school year.  

Our Lady of the Prairie believes children should… 
 be given opportunities to freely explore their interests 
 experience the world using all their senses 
 be immersed in language rich environments with songs, 

stories, fingerplays, and conversation 
 learn through play to develop social & emotional skills 
 embrace nature and spending time outdoors 
 be supported socially, emotionally, and spiritually 

APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS 
Please submit resume and cover letter to Sheila Hendricks 
at shendricks@ourladyoftheprairie.com 
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The Celebration of 

Divine Mercy Sunday  
April 15, 2023. 

 
 

Our Lady of the Prairie Schedule 
Sacrament of Confession: 2:10 pm —2:50 pm 
A Rosary for Life: The Glorious Mysteries 

Meditation Song   
Divine Mercy Chaplet in Song: Directed by Colin Schultz – 3 pm 

Benediction 
“Tantum Ergo” 
Divine Praises 

Closing Hymn: “Holy God We Praise Thy Name” 

Saint Faustina  

Bulletin Announcements 

If your group would like to post in the bulletin, please send an email to:  bulletineditor@olp.church 
by noon on Monday for the following Sunday’s bulletin. 



 April 2, 2023 

Our Lady of the Prairie Catholic Church and School, 200 East Church Street, Belle Plaine, Minnesota  56011 

A Word from Father . . . 
Next week we celebrate Holy Week.  The events of Holy Week are much more than just recalling Christ's suffering and glorification. 

We actually celebrate his life and share in his victory. Through his Passion, Death and Resurrection, Jesus accomplishes the mission to 
which his Father calls him. He conquers sin and restores humanity to the justice of God. This is the holiest week of the year and these litur-
gies are the center of the entire Christian year! 

Holy Thursday marks the end of the Lenten season and we begin to celebrate the Triduum (Latin for “three days”).  On Holy Thursday 
we experience Jesus' gift of himself in the Eucharist, which has been handed down to us. At the celebration of the Lord’s Supper, Jesus 
gives us an image of what the church is supposed to be like. We contemplate Christ in the Upper Room, on the eve of his Passion, as he 
made a gift of himself to the Church, instituted the ministerial priesthood and left to his disciples the new commandment of love. In this 
way he wished to remain with us in the sacrament of the Eucharist, making himself the food of our salvation. 

On Good Friday we recall the brutal passion of Jesus who suffered so much for our sins and freely gave himself so to open the gates of 
heaven and prepare an eternal dwelling for all of God’s people. Passing over through death to new life defines daily Christian living.  We 
are called to take up our own cross in order to follow Jesus. Life offers so many opportunities to unite ourselves to the cross of Jesus.  We 
venerate the cross to remember that it was our sins that put Jesus on the cross. 

The Easter vigil is the grandest liturgy of the entire year celebrating the gift of newness of life.  Fire is blessed to illuminate our passage 
from death into life as the readings are read.  Water is blessed to signify our new birth in Christ.  New members are welcomed into the 
church and the initiation sacraments are celebrated.  It is truly a wonderful gift to all who participate!  Easter Sunday is the day of resurrec-
tion and each Sunday we are reminded of Jesus overcoming sin and death and that his resurrection affords hope for each one of us! 

I look forward to seeing all of you at our Holy Week Liturgies. 

God bless you,  

Father Michael Kaluza 

Calendar of Events 
March 

31 8:30 am Mass hosted by grades 
2-3. Student Saint Awards. 
Report Cards sent home. Braid 
Palms w/Father 

April 
3 Open House 

6 Holy Thursday 

7 Good Friday/No  School - OLP 
& Public 

10 Easter Monday/No School - 
OLP Only 

13 PTA Meeting 

14 8:30 am Mass hosted by grades 
4, 5, & 6 

17 Field Trip to Orchestra Hall  for grades 
2-6 . No hot lunch, all  grades bring 
bag lunch. 

18 Field Trip to Children’s Museum  for 
grades PreK-1. No hot lunch, all  
grades bring bag lunch. 

28 8:30 am Mass hosted by grades 
4, 5, & 6. 
School Birthday Mass - Qtly 

May 
5 Student  Saint Awards from  April  28 

Reminder: 
Register by April 15 for the  

2023-24 school year and save $50.  

A Note from the Principal . . . 

We have three students who have been recognized as our Joan of Arc Saint of the Month. 

Max Johnson was nominated for Saint Joan of Arc by Miss Schroers. Like Saint Joan of Arc Max is 
someone who is courageous when things are difficult, and he is a hard worker. Max listens for and 
carries God in his heart. He shows God’s love through his friendship and love of others. 

MJ Kurvers was nominated for Saint Joan of Arc by Mrs. Hennen. Like Saint Joan of Arc MJ demon-
strates strong leadership in making purposeful actions to help others. Whenever a classmate is 
having difficulties solving a problem, he is right by their side helping them solve and think through 
the problem. He truly cares about when someone is alone at lunch and recess. MJ will go sit by 
them or go play with them on the playground. He tries to include others that are left out. Like 
Joan of Arc, MJ has a strong belief in his faith and is prayerful. 

Waylan Preuhs was nominated for Saint Joan of Arc by Mr, Lopahs. Waylan, like Saint Joan of Arc, 
is a great listener and open to new ideas. He is a leader and is very respectful to all students and 
teachers. With an energy 
of positivity, Waylan 
attacks the challenges of 
the day, just like Saint 
Joan of Arc attacked her 
enemies. Waylan consist-
ently seeks out God’s will 
through constant prayer 
and calm behavior.  

Blessings, 

Mrs. Hendricks 

 



Ms. Katie Cates Preschool 
It’s been a fun week in preschool. For the past few months, I’ve been working 
every afternoon in the preschool building. When the students came back from 
spring break, I stepped in as their full time teacher.  It’s been fun learning the 
morning routines and getting to know our half day friends more. This week our 
theme was transportation. We learned all about airplanes, emergency vehicles, 
trains, boats, and hot air balloons. Next week, we are looking forward to  
learning more about Holy Week and why Easter is so special!  

Mrs. Schroers K-1st Grades 
After our week away for Spring Break, it has been so nice to be back with these 
students! They are ready and excited to be back learning together again. In our 
math, the kindergarteners are working on subtracting and taking apart numbers. 
The first graders are working on reading and making tally charts and picture  
graphs. In our Believe and Read, the focus for kindergarten has been targeting 
beginning and ending sounds, and short vowel sounds. We've been learning new 
sight words each week too. In first grade, the focus has been marking syllables 
and suffixes, and new sight words as well. Both grades have been practicing new 
stories in their readers and sight words books. In Catechesis, two of our newest 
words are the Parable of the Found Sheep and Psalm 23: "The Lord is my  
Shepherd, I shall not want. He makes me lie down in green pastures. He leads 
me beside still waters." Such a beautiful Psalm to reflect on. God Bless, Ms. 
Schroers  

Mrs. Hennen 2nd & 3rd Grades 
Hello Parents, 
Welcome back from Spring break! The kids seem refreshed and ready to move 
on in their learning! In second and third grade we are putting together a mobile 
for the Gala and it is keeping us very busy! In our Believe and Read program we 
are on to ee/ea vowel digraphs and more homophones. Language Arts is review 
of suffixes, special verb “be”, and possessive nouns. Second grade is reviewing 
adverbs and oo digraphs. 
Second grade Math is all about reading and making graphs. Third graders will 
start Understanding Area! I love the Geometry Units! We will keep on reviewing 
multiplication as well. 
After our Social Studies Test on Wednesday we will be learning about Becoming 
a Citizen. 
As for Science we are still working on the Ecosystem. We have a few STEM  
activities we will try out to help understand what happens to organisms that 
don’t get the resources they need. 
The children never cease to amaze me in Religion class. Their attention and  
responses are wonderful! This week we started “We Continue the Work of  
Jesus”. Hope everyone gets out and gets some fresh air! 
Mrs. Hennen 

Mr. Lopahs 4th, 5th & 6th Grades 
We haven't skipped a beat in 4th/5th/6th grade as the post-Spring Break vibe 
has been focused and productive! In Language Arts, in addition to a book report, 
students are learning about and writing Poetry. For Math 5th & 6th graders are 
rocking their Algebraic skills by Evaluating Expressions while 4th graders are 
dominating division with a remainder. Our latest unit in Social Science,  
Economics, will challenge students to create a personal budget and understand 
the Circular Flow Model. And in Social Studies we are continuing to explore 
Western Europe.  

Carolyn Gleason, Music 
I am so excited for our upcoming field trip to the Minnesota Orchestra with our 
2nd-6th graders.  The MN orchestra will be performing music from around the 
world.  We are planning for our trip by learning the history and architecture of 
MN Orchestra Hall, learning proper concert etiquette, and listening and  
analyzing the musical pieces in advance. Pre-K through 1st grade are beginning 
to learn the names and sounds of different instruments of the orchestra.    
 

 



 

Top Ticket Sales 
Peter and Luke Hennen (pictured on the 

right) were presented with a Karaoke Ma-
chine by Catholic United Financial for being 
Our Lady of the Prairie School’s top raffle 

ticket salesmen. MJ Kurvers (pictured on the 
left) is representing Mrs. Hennen’s 2nd & 

3rd grade top selling class. 

The American Legion Auxiliary  
Annual Essay Contest 

Congratulations to Quinnlyn Gleason,  
the First Place Essay Winner  

out of forty-four local contestants.  
This year’s essay prompt:  

“What Patriotism Means to Me”.  
Nicely done, Quninnlyn! 

 
Our Lady of the Prairie Catholic School  

Gala & Auction 

April 22nd is approaching for our school Gala.  We hope you 
will be able to attend and also help throughout the even-
ing.  Please sign up for a shift during the Gala through the 

SignUp Genius link:   

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0A49ACAE2BA0FD0-20233 

We are also asking all families to contribute a bottle of wine, 
growler pack, or spirit for the Gala. Or you are welcome to 

bring in $5 to contribute to the purchases we need. 

Thank you and we look forward to seeing you!  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0A49ACAE2BA0FD0-20233
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Weekly Calendar with Readings 

Monday 

3 
Apr 

Isaiah 42:1-7 / Psalms 27:1, 2, 3, 13-14 / John 12:1-11  

• 7:00-9:00 pm I CI (whole campus) 
• 5:30-6:30 OLP School Open House 

Tuesday 

4 
Apr 

Isaiah 49:1-6 / Psalms 71:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 15, 17 / 13:21-33, 36-38  

6:30 pm I Mass  d. Paul Tupek 

• 7:00 pm I KC Meeting in Parish Hall 
• 7:00 pm CCW Meeting in Roedel Hall 

Wednesday 

5 
Apr 

Isaiah 50:4-9 / Psalms 69:8-10, 21-22, 31, 33-34 /  Matthew 26:14-25  

8:30 am I Mass  d. Jenny Gray 

• Coffee & donuts after Mass 

• 11:00 am I Ecumenical Lunch 

• 6:30-7:30 pm I Faith Formation 

• 7:30-8:30 I Contata Choir Practice 

Thursday 

6 

Apr 

Exodus 12:1-8, 11-14 / Psalms 116:12-13, 15-16, 17-18 / John 13:1-15 /  
First Corinthians 11:23-26  

6:30 pm I Mass of The Lord’s Supper  For priests who have served OLP 

Lector, EMHC, Ushers, Servers, Greeters:  Volunteers 

 
Good 
Friday 

7 
Apr 

Isaiah 52:13-53:12 / Psalms 31:2, 6, 12-13, 15-16, 17, 25 /   
John 18:1-19:42 /  Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9  

• No School (public & parochial) 
• 3:00 pm I Stations of the Cross 

6:30 pm I Liturgy of the Hours (Deacon Mike) 
 

Holy 
Saturday 

8 
Apr 

Genesis 1:1-2:2 / Psalms 33:4-5, 6-7, 12-13, 20-22 / Matthew 28:1-10 / Genesis 22:1-18  

• 9:00 am I Decorate Church for Easter 

8:00 pm I Easter Vigil Mass  Liv. & d. Members of Jerry & Pat Anderson Family  
Lector:  Sheila Hendricks, Sarah Williams 
EMHC:  Jean Murphy, Nora Wermerskirchen, Sheila Hendricks 
Ushers:  Jim Covington, Ben Covington, Scott Williams, Volunteer 
Servers:  Elijah Williams, Volunteer, Volunteer, Volunteer 
Greeters:  Brad & Sue Schultz 

 
 

Easter 
Sunday 

9 
Apr 

Acts 10:34, 37-43 / Psalms 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23 /  
John 20:1-9 / Colossians 3:1-4  

8:00 am I Mass  d. Frank Glisczinski 
Lector:  Sharon Schmitz 
EMHC:  Sharon Schmitz, Susan cole, Janice Teal 
Ushers:  Volunteers 
Servers:  Jeffrey Teal, Volunteers 
Greeters: Lynn & Clarence Doheny 

10:00 am I Mass  For the Parish  
Lector:  Pat Schroers 
EMHC:  Jason Palo, Terry Feddersen, Volunteer 
Ushers:  Peter Feddersen, Volunteers 
Servers:  Jaxson Palo, Kaden Palo, Volunteer 
Greeters: Pat & Sandy Schroers 


