
 

 

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday - Friday | 8:00am - 3:00pm 
 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Weekend Masses 
Saturday | 4:15pm 
Sunday | 8:00am, 10:00am 

Weekday Masses 
Tuesday | 6:30pm 
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday | 8:30am 

Holy Days & Holidays 
Consult bulletin.  

Eucharist Adoration 
Wednesday | 9:00am - 10:00pm 
 

SACRAMENTS 
Sacrament of Confession 
30 mins prior to Mass. 

Sacrament of Marriage 
Make arrangements with the Parish Office six 
months prior to proposed wedding date. 

Sacrament of Baptism 
Congratulations! Thank you for accepting and 
caring for one of God’s greatest gifts. As part of 
Baptism preparation, expectant parents are 
required to attend Mass weekly. Please speak 
to Deacon Mike Daly after Mass during the 
second trimester of pregnancy to begin the 
formal preparation process. We look forward 
to getting to know you and your baby. 

 

IN CASE OF AN 
EMERGENCY 
Please contact 952-992-0140 

200 East Church Street  |  Belle Plaine, Minnesota 56011 
952-873-6564  |  www.ourladyoftheprairie.com 

December 11, 2022 



PARISH STAFF 
PASTOR 

Fr. Michael Kaluza |  
mkaluza@olp.church 

DEACON 

Michael Daly | mdaly@olp.church 

BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR 

Kelly Pumper | kpumper@olp.church 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 

Nora Wermerskirchen |  
nwermerskirchen@olp.church 

PRINCIPAL OF PARISH SCHOOL  
& PRESCHOOL DIRECTOR 

Katie Cates | kcates@olp.church 

FACILITIES MANAGER 

Patrick Schroers 
pschroers@olp.church 

DIRECTOR OF FAITH FORMATION & SEC 

Wendi Alessio | walessio@olp.church 

CEMETERY CARETAKER 

Keith Heitkamp | 
papaheitkamp3@gmail.com 

Ann Woelfel 
Cindy Coughlen 
Angela Hennen 
Mike Fogarty 
Loree Heinkel 
Bob  Belousek 

Lily Jane                               
Carol Klein 
Bud Steen 
Lisa Pobuda                            
Joe LaJeunesse                   
Cara Miller                         

Susan Fahey                                              
Gary Gerbeling                      
Jean Dockter                          
Genny Mesenbrink 
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LAY LEADERSHIP 
POSITIONS 
TRUSTEES 

Charlotte Mulroy, Sue Schultz 

PARISH COUNCIL 

Mike Buchanan, Dan Flynn, Ginny 
Morgan, Allen Schmitz, Ty Buesgens, 
Renee Schultz, Leticia Fogarty, Cindy 
Berger, Joan Bruggemeier, Sandy 
Schroers, Bob Smith, Tim Murphy 

SCHOOL ADVISORY COUNCIL 

Ashley Simons, Jessica Fogarty, 
Loni Scheff, Jason Palo, Kelli Berger 

FINANCE COUNCIL 

Dan Neisen, Maria Tracy, Jerome 
Flaherty, Joe Vandermark, Jim Koepp 

A MESSAGE FROM DEACON MIKE 
 

Real Peace can only be found in 
Jesus Christ  

 
Dear Parishioners and Friends of Our Lady of the Prairie, 
 

The race has begun to get everything done.  Just 14 more 
days until Christmas.  Many of us are already stressing over how 
we are going to get it all done in such a brief time.  Tree 
trimming, present buying, gift wrapping, card writing, cookie 
baking, and on and on.  Peace doesn’t seem to be part of the 
equation. 

 
You will hear the word “peace” used all the time during 

the Christmas season.  It’s a powerful word, in part because it’s 
something all of us want.  We long for peace – peace with God, 
peace within, and peace with others.  And here’s the good news 
of Christmas: Jesus came to earth to give us peace.  It starts with 
Jesus. 

 
During advent we need to remember the words of Jesus: 

“I have told you all this so that you may have peace in me.  Here on 
earth, you will have many trials and sorrows. But take heart because 
I have overcome the world.” (John 16:33) Peace is not something to 
take for granted.  Peace isn’t a place; Peace is a Person.  Peace is 
not a place you escape to out of your everyday life, but a Person 
you walk with every day. 

 
You are invited to know Him, the Prince of Peace.  You are 

invited to lay down your cares for the present, regrets of the 
past, and fears of the future and live as a forgiven child of God.  
You are invited to come to Him and become an heir to His 
promises of hope, love, joy, and peace.  “You will keep in perfect 
peace all who trust in you, all whose thoughts are fixed on 
you!” (Isaiah 26:3) 

 
Finding some peace is about living a life you don’t need to 

run from but living a life you want to run into.  You can have 
peace this holiday season if you’ll turn wholly to God.  You can 
have peace for the upcoming year if you’ll trust wholly in Him.  
True peace can only come from knowing Jesus Christ because He 
is peace. 

 
In Christ, 
Deacon Mike 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE...  

If you know of someone who would like to have their name added to the Prayer List, please notify the bulletin 
editor. A name will be listed for four weeks. Please get the permission of the person you wish to add before 
calling or emailing. 
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Join Our Lady of the Prairie for 

An advent Season 
 

 
 

In the Church 
Lead by: Deacon Mike Daly 

December 20th following 6:30 pm Mass 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 

Sacred Scripture and Reflection 
Advent Music 
Benediction 

Evening of Adoration 
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WINTER WEATHER CHURCH POLICY 
For the safety of our parishioners, remember our winter weather policy as follows: 

•If schools are delayed or close early or closed due to snow or poor weather condi-
tions, Church, Adoration and all meetings, events and activities scheduled for 
that day at the church will be cancelled (i.e., PREP, CCW, Knights of Columbus, 
Marriage Encounter, etc.). 

•We will send an email blast to those of you on our weekly bulletin email list 
letting you know of closures.  If you are not on our email list and would like 
to be added, please call the office or email 
kpumper@ourladyoftheprairie.com. 

DECEMBER 11,2022 | 3RD SUNDAY OF ADVENT   

Catholic Services 

Appeal 

Thank you for your    
generous donations to 
the Catholic Services   

Appeal.  Our Lady of the Prairie   
parish met and exceeded our goal. 

 

Celebration of Baptism 

 

McKinley Anna Monnens, daughter of     
Michael Monnens and Gabriel Savage on 
November 20, 2022 

 

Ana Marie-Lara Harrold, daughter of       
Domingo Riveras and Oriana Harrold on 
November 27, 2022 

Our Lady of the Prairie would like to wel-
come our new parishioners.  Please make 
them feel at home in our parish community.  

Dennis and Stephanie Schroeder 

James & Lynn Grampre 
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WHAT’S HAPPENING THIS WEEK 
DECEMBER 12—DECEMBER 18, 2022 

 

 

MONDAY 12/12 

7:00 pm-9:00pm | Catechetical Institute                                   
using whole campus                                                        

 

 

TUESDAY 12/13 

1:30 pm | Kingsway Mass                                                                     
6:30 pm | Mass                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

WEDNESDAY 12/14 

8:30 am | Mass                                                            
Coffee & donuts after 8:30am Mass                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
6:30 pm | Communal Penance                                                             

 

                                                              

THURSDAY 12/15 

8:30 am  | Mass                                                                
8:45 am—Noon  | OLP PreK-6 Old Log Theatre field 
trip                                                                                     
2:00 pm | Lutheran Home Mass 

                                                  

                                                                  

FRIDAY 12/16 

8:30 am | Mass                                                                       
OLP 3-6 Grades confession after 8:30 am Mass                                                                                                                                                                      

 

 

SATURDAY 12/17 

Deacon preaching weekend                                          
4:15 pm | Mass                                                                                                                                                         

 

 

SUNDAY 12/18—4TH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Deacon preaching weekend                                          
8:00 am | Mass                                                                                                                         
9-10:00 am | Choir Practice in church                                          
10:00 am | Mass                                                                        
Decorate the church for Christmas after the 10 am  
Mass                                                              

                                                       

Bulletin Announcements:  

If your group would like to post anything in the 
bulletin, please send an email to Nora at 
nwermerskirchen@olp.church by noon on Monday for 
the following Sunday’s publication.  

Cemetery Price Increase 
Effective July 1, 2023 
All cemetery lots purchased after 
June 30, 2023, will have an 
additional charge of $200.00 (per 
lot) for perpetual care.  

Member—$700/lot + $200 for             
          perpetual care 

Non-member—$1,400/lot + $200             
                   for perpetual care 

OUR LADY OF THE PRAIRIE CHURCH   

IN CHRIST WE LIVE FOREVER  
Please remember in your prayers.... 

Eldina Madeline Eyrich                                                                              

We extend our sincere sympathy to her family, friends, and 
loved ones, and pray for her eternal peace. 



STEWARDSHIP & ATTENDANCE 
For the Week of December 4, 2022 
Weekly Collection Goal for Month ……………...……….$8,073.00 
12/4/2022 Collection (Week 23).……..…………………...$4,850.00 
CURRENT WEEK DEFICIT………………………...…….....-($3,123.00) 

 

Church Painting Collection .………………...……...…….. $3,305.00 

  

 

Attendance at 4:15pm Mass ……………………………...………….131 
Attendance at 8:00am Mass ………………………………………....168 
Attendance at 10:00am Mass ………………….…………......…….149 
Live stream views of Mass ……………………….…...………………...47 

 

 
Total Number of Registered Active Families…….……………486 
Total Number of Registered Active Members..…………...1,293 

 

*Collection week includes envelopes and loose total for that 
weekend collection. 

**Total Contributions YTD includes all envelope, loose, ACH 
and midweek contributions  up to date noted 

 

Automatic Contributions 
Did you know your contributions can be automatically 
deducted from your checking, savings, or credit card account? 
For more information call the parish office at  952-873-6564 or 
check out our website. 
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MINISTRY SCHEDULE FOR DECEMBER 17 & 18, 2022 

MINISTRY 4:15PM 8:00AM 10:00AM 

Lectors Sarah W Ken S Pat S 

Extraordinary Ministers  
of Holy Communion 
*If Deacon Mike is not present. 

Betty W                              
Charlotte M                           
Dan F 
*Volunteer 

Susan C 
Bob F                             
Janice T 
*Volunteer 

Karen V 
Joe V 
Jean M                 
*Volunteer 

Ushers 

Keith H                                   
Randy S                         
Volunteer                     
Volunteer 

John E  
Paul G  
Dr. Tim H 
Tim M 

Jim CJ                                      
Ben C                                  
Jim G                          
Emmett G 

Servers 

Andrew S 
Addy S 
Ian S 
 

Austin T 
Kennah S 
Volunteer 
 

Mason B                             
Mackenzie B 
Cole C 
 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF 
DECEMBER 12—DECEMBER 18, 2022 

 

Monday 12/12 | Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab/Lk 1:39-47 

Tuesday 12/13 | Zep 3:1-2, 9-13/Mt 21:28-32 

Wednesday 12/14 | Is 45:6c-8, 18, 21c-25/Lk  7:18b-23 

Thursday 12/15 | Is 54:1-10/Lk 7:24-30 

Friday 12/16 | Is 56:1-3a, 6-8/Jn 5:33-36 

Saturday 12/17 | Gn 49:2, 8-10/Mt 1:1-17 

Sunday 12/18 | Is 7:10-14/Rom 1:1-7/Mt 1:18-24 

MASS INTENTIONS  

TUESDAY, 12/13 
6:30pm d. Franciis Goblirsch 

 

WEDNESDAY, 12/14 
8:30am d. Tom Anderson 

 

THURSDAY, 12/15 
8:30am d. Teresa Fritz 

 

FRIDAY, 12/16 
8:30am liv&d. Members of the 
Wayne Bohlke Family 

 

SATURDAY, 12/17 
 4:15pm d. Dan Leonard 

 

SUNDAY, 12/18 
8:00am d. Frank Glsczinski 
10:00am For the Parish 

WELCOME TO OUR NEW 
PARISHIONERS & GUESTS! 

We’re happy to have you with us today! 

DECEMBER 11,2022 | 3RD SUNDAY OF ADVENT   

Church Painting collected as of 11/27/2022 

$191,566.48 

This does not include the collection from 12/4/2022 



Belle Plaine | M-F 6am-6pm 
(952)-873-3951

www.angieslearningcenter.com

Does your home 
have high levels 

of RADON?

Call Today to make sure your home  
is safe from elevated RADON!

612-504-4540

Professional Air Duct Cleaning Services
Dryer Vent Cleaning • Air Duct Sanitizing

Matt Fahey, 612-490-5458

Meet Randy.
He’s a great listener and will  

guide you every step of the way.

Apple Valley, MN

Randy.Koepp@LampertLumber.com
952-292-4416

JIM CONNELLY  
MONUMENTS

Do you have an interest in looking 
at cemetery monuments?

Call for a private appointment:

(612) 618-0024
jconnelly00@aol.com

Belle Plaine Family 
Dentistry, P.A.

Steven B. Petersen, D.D.S.
Henry D. Watzl, D.D.S.

General Dentistry
210 North Meridian St., Suite 2 • Belle Plaine

952.873.2796

We will exceed your expectations in quality, value and service.
FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED | 40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE

507-665-3300 
226 S. Main St • LeSueur

840 E. Main 
Belle Plaine

952-873-3344
Home of the “Soft Touch”  
Car Wash with Turtle Wax 

FEATURING HOT STUFF PIZZA

Locally Owned & Operated
24 Hour Pay at the Pump

Creative Landscapes By: 

Lawns Are Us

Free Estimates  952-492-3160 
www.LawnsAreUs.com

Residential & Commercial

Adam 
Kunkel
Financial Advisor

100 W Main Street
Belle Plaine, MN
952-873-2481

> edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

 Kolden
FUNERAL & CREMATION SERVICES 
Karl & Rosemary Kolden

952-873-6227 
www.koldenfuneralhome.com

Strait Smiles
     Family Dentistry     Family Dentistry  

Dr. Tasha Strait, General Dentist
Dr. Monique Baune, General Dentist
Dr. Mora Cervenka, General Dentist

Dr. Jason Anderson, Orthodontist 

New Patients Welcome     952-873-6380
MEDICAL • MEDICARE ADVANTAGE • MEDICARE SUPPLEMENTS

RX PLANS • HOME • AUTO • BUSINESS • LIFE

Tish Scheffler 
(Patricia)
Licensed 

Insurance Agent
612-799-6496

tishscheffler@ipnagent.comNeisen’s Red Door Bar
125 N Meridian

952-873-6305

& Rustic Room& Rustic Room
101 E Main• Belle Plaine

952-873-6810

PRAIRIE
FARM SUPPLY

952-873-4234
115 W. Church • Belle Plaine

Dan & Tom Chard
www.chardgrading.com

Ashton Pankonin
Financial Advisor
Parishioner

952.873.2703       Belle Plaine, MN

Proudly Serving You From Four Locations!

Member FDIC    www.fnbmn.bank

St. Peter
226 Nassau Street • 507.931.4000

Mankato
500 Long Street • 507.625.1121

Belle Plaine
201 W. Main Street • 952.873.2296

Gaylord
209 Main Avenue • 507.237.5521

952-873-4TOW
Belle Plaine

Lockouts • Jump StartsLockouts • Jump Starts
Junker DisposalJunker Disposal

Jill Reinhardt,
Pharmacist, Owner

www.firstchoicepharmacymn.com

Gaylord:  507-237-2933 
Jordan:  952-492-3334 

Belle Plaine: 952-855-4381

We’re Always There For You! 
•Installation, Maintenance, & Repair 

• Fair Rates & Financing Available  
• Free Installation Estimates 

AlwaysThereRepair@yahoo.com 
AlwaysThereRepair.com 

Call or Text (612) 499-2196 
Owners Jeremy & Ann Gindt

Always There 
Heat & Air

Matthew Doerr 
 (507) 382-7502

 

           952-758-9110
1221 4th Ave E, Suite 100 • Shakopee 

115 1st Ave SE, Suite 200 • New Prague 
www.KubesRealty.com

Allen Schmitz 
Realtor®, GRI, Broker Associate

612-483-1781 
AllenSchmitzReatlor@gmail.com

Established 1968      Steve and Rick Hennen

SPRAY FOAM 
ACORN INSULATION

NEW PRAGUE, MN

• Spray Foam 
• Acorn Insulation 
• Batted/Blown Insulation 
• Insulation Removal 
• Waterproofing 
• New Construction 
• Existing Buildings

Matt Offerdahl • 612.919.9684 
Matt@AcornInsulationMN.com

We are smaller... but we try harder

Visit us at www.MyApplianceSource.com

(952) 445-2916

OMNI KIECKER 
952-843-8545 
kieckerlaw.com

Probate, Wills, Business, and Real Estate

Widmer Masonry
Residential • Commercial • Industrial

Concrete • Block • Brick • Stone
	 Steve Widmer
	 Cell: 507-338-8536
	 Le Sueur, MN

www.widmermasonry.com

Providing: 
Loans for all of your  

Commercial and Consumer Needs 
Business, Real Estate, 

Equipment and Vehicles

“We Service Your Loan From 
Application to Payoff”

Matt Fogarty, President 
Belle Plaine • 952.873.2500

Le Sueur • 507.665.4200 
Green Isle • 507.326.3200 

Cloquet • 218.879.6781 
Montgomery • 507.364.2265 
Eagle Lake • 507.257.3544 

Madison Lake • 507.243.3511

www.cornerstonestatebank.com

Daly & Daly Inc. 
Tax and Accounting Services 

Michael J. Daly 
Daly Office Building  

119 W. Main Street• Belle Plaine 
Office: (952) 873-2213 • Fax: (952) 873-4237 

Email: daly&daly@frontiernet.net 
Securities offered through Signator Investors, Inc. 

A registered broker/dealer. Member FINRA & SIPC.

Matt-Saxe-Chevrolet-Buick

“You’ll Like our Attitude” 

952-873-2234
www.saxechevybuick.com

909 Enterprise Drive • Belle Plaine, MN
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Quality  Freshness  Convenience

	   Jordan	 Le Sueur 	 Le Center 
	(952) 492-2044	 (507) 665-2630	 (507) 357-4424

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Gary Stang

gstang@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x5838

39393939
In loving memory of: 
Brent W. Meyer   

Blessings to all:
Gerald , Carman Meyer & family

                            Council 1503

Call or Email Jason Palo
For More Information

(612)716-4636 | council1503gk@gmail.com

Sales, Service, Parts, and Body Shop

www.wolfmotors.com
952 .492 .2340
KENT BLADA


