
 

 

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday - Friday | 8:00am - 3:00pm 
 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Weekend Masses 
Saturday | 4:15pm 
Sunday | 8:00am, 10:00am 

Weekday Masses 
Tuesday | 6:30pm 
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday | 8:30am 

Holy Days & Holidays 
Consult bulletin.  

Eucharist Adoration 
Wednesday | 9:00am - 10:00pm 
 

SACRAMENTS 
Sacrament of Confession 
30 mins prior to Mass. 

Sacrament of Marriage 
Make arrangements with the Parish Office six 
months prior to proposed wedding date. 

Sacrament of Baptism 
Congratulations! Thank you for accepting and 
caring for one of God’s greatest gifts. As part of 
Baptism preparation, expectant parents are 
required to attend Mass weekly. Please speak 
to Deacon Mike Daly after Mass during the 
second trimester of pregnancy to begin the 
formal preparation process. We look forward 
to getting to know you and your baby. 

 

IN CASE OF AN 
EMERGENCY 
Please contact 952-992-0140 

200 East Church Street  |  Belle Plaine, Minnesota 56011 
952-873-6564  |  www.ourladyoftheprairie.com 

October 9, 2022 



PARISH STAFF 
PASTOR 

Fr. Michael Kaluza |  
mkaluza@olp.church 

DEACON 

Michael Daly | mdaly@olp.church 

BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR 

Kelly Pumper | kpumper@olp.church 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 

Nora Wermerskirchen |  
nwermerskirchen@olp.church 

PRINCIPAL OF PARISH SCHOOL  
& PRESCHOOL DIRECTOR 

Katie Cates | kcates@olp.church 

FACILITIES MANAGER 

Patrick Schroers 
pschroers@olp.church 

DIRECTOR OF FAITH FORMATION & SEC 

Wendi Alessio | walessio@olp.church 

CEMETERY CARETAKER 

Keith Heitkamp | 
papaheitkamp3@gmail.com 

Ann Woelfel 
Cindy Coughlen 
Angela Hennen 
Bud Steen 
Loree Heinkel 

Bob  Belousek 
Carol Klein 
Rory Cruser 
Mike Fogarty 
Larry Buesgens 

Lily Jane 
Lisa Pobuda                            
Joe LaJeunesse 
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LAY LEADERSHIP 
POSITIONS 
TRUSTEES 

Charlotte Mulroy, Sue Schultz 

PARISH COUNCIL 

Mike Buchanan, Dan Flynn, Ginny 
Morgan, Allen Schmitz, Ty Buesgens, 
Renee Schultz, Leticia Fogarty, Cindy 
Berger, Joan Bruggemeier, Sandy 
Schroers, Bob Smith, Tim Murphy 

SCHOOL ADVISORY COUNCIL 

Ashley Simons, Jessica Fogarty, 
Loni Scheff, Jason Palo, Kelli Berger 

FINANCE COUNCIL 

Maria Tracy, Jerome Flaherty, Lisa May, 
Joe Vandermark, Jim Koepp 

 
A MESSAGE FROM DEACON MIKE 

 

Give Thanks to God… 
 
Dear Parishioners and Friends of Our Lady of the Prairie, 
 
In his letter to the Ephesians, St. Paul says, “Give thanks to God 
the Father always and for everything in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ” (Eph 5:20). 
 
Do we understand who is supposed to be thanking whom?  Do 
we think we are lords who should be thanked, rather than 
servants and Samaritans and foreigners who should give 
thanks?  When we give God thanks, we acknowledge Him as 
not only our source of blessings but primarily as our Lord.  
When we give thanks, we acknowledge gratefully that we are 
lowly handmaids and servants of the Lord.  Giving thanks is 
not merely being polite, but having faith in the Lord, loving 
Him with all our hearts, and serving Him in privileged 
submission. 
 
If you prayed all day, would you think you’ve done God a 
favor?  When you go to Church, do you think you deserve a pat 
on the back?  If you gave a lot of money to the Lord’s work, are 
you being generous or merely just?  Not everyone may readily 
thank God, even for His blessings, on a daily basis.  The world 
can influence people to think that everything good in their life 
is a result of their own accomplishments.  Gratitude teaches 
us humility.  Perhaps gratitude, like faith, is itself a gift.  If we 
ask God for this gift, He will certainly give it to us. 
 
Reflect upon this simple question: Do I see all God has done 
for me?  Do I see His abundance of mercy alive in my life?  If 
you can humbly admit you struggle with total gratitude, you 
will have taken the first step to seeing more clearly and the 
first step to fostering the deeper gratitude, you ought to have.  
Being grateful means, you see the truth clearly.  Be open to 
that truth and God will change your life as He fills you with 
great joy! 
 
In Christ, 
Deacon Mike 
 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE...  

If you know of someone who would like to have their name added to the Prayer List, please notify the bulletin 
editor. A name will be listed for four weeks. Please get the permission of the person you wish to add before 
calling or emailing. 
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 October 7, 2022 

Our Lady of the Prairie Catholic Church and School, 200 East Church Street, Belle Plaine, Minnesota  56011 

Calendar of Events 
• 10/10-14 - Fire Safety 

Week 

• 10/10-12 - Grades 5 & 6 
attending Wolf Ridge 

• 10/12 - 9:30am-Noon 
PreK-4 grade MN Har-
vest field trip 

• 10/12 - Marathon turn-
in #4 

• 10/13 - PTA meeting at 
6:45pm 

• 10/14 - 8:30am Mass 
hosted by grades 2 & 3 

• 10/14 - Picture Day 

• 10/15 - Spaghetti dinner 
(Setup & serve 3pm - 
8pm) 

• 10/19—No School all 
staff at CSCOE Summit 
of Excellence 

• 10/20-21—No School 
MEA 

The Principal Says… 
 October is here, even if the weather is not fully embracing the change. I 
love the beauty God bestows us with the fall colors. We are three weeks into our 
Fall Rake and Prayer Marathon and so far, we have raised $878. We only have 
three weeks left to reach our goal of $5,890…we can do it! 
  Congratulations to 3 of our wonderful OLP students for being September Saint of the Month. 
They were nominated by their teacher for being most like Saint Benedict. Mr. Lopahs wrote this about 
Stella; Stella is a friend to everyone! She always has a positive attitude and is willing to help her fellow 
classmates without even being asked! She has shown great qualities of prayerfulness and love. Mrs. 
Hennen wrote this about Kenzie; Kenzie always notices if someone is alone or needs help. They are kind 
and willing to help others before themselves. They greet people with a welcoming smile and attitude. 
Finally, Ms. Schroers wrote this about Caleb; Caleb is quick to share and give things up for other stu-
dents. Like Saint Benedict, he does not use fighting to resolve disagreements but can calmly figure 
things out or ask for help. They are always so kind to everyone and are a great helper. For the month of 
October, students will learn more about the life and service of St. Teresa of Calcutta.  
 The other new program we started this year is the Believe and Read program. In addition to 
their regular reading curriculum, Ms. Schroes, Mrs. Hennen, and I are incorporating a daily 30-minute 
phonics-based lesson to ensure students are grasping the reading rules needed to achieve fluency. The 
lesson plans are scripted, so we know exactly how and when to introduce each letter, along with its 
sounds, and how to build up to words from there. These lessons use a multisensory approach that ex-
plicitly teaches the connections between letters and sounds. We teachers also get weekly support and 
feedback from a literacy coach, along with assistance in tracking student progress through routine as-
sessments. 
 Teaching wise, first grade friends are working on tapping sounds to spell CVC words. We are 
also learning the basics of sentence structure. 4th graders were working on spelling long and short vow-
el "a" and "e" words and their reading comprehension skill was making inferences. 5th grade reading 
comprehension skill was sequencing of events. Finally, 6th grade reading comprehension skill was iden-
tifying story structure.  
 There are a lot of great things happening at OLP! 
 Take care and God Bless, Ms. Cates 

As we look back on the first month of school, we have developed patterns of routine that serve 
us well in the discipline of prayer and learning.  We also recognize the great blessing of our school and 
need for a school in our parish.  A number of years ago, the Archdiocese offered a statement on Catholic 
Identity in our schools.  It is good for us to recognize the mission of our school and find meaning for 
those who serve and are served by our school: 

The faith-centered environment of Catholic schools is at the heart of what sets them apart from 
other educational institutions.  At a Catholic school, spiritual development is not confined to a class; it is 
a continuous ever-present affirmation that allows young people the opportunity to deepen their relation-
ship with God.  There is no substitute for the formative and nurturing culture of a Catholic school, which 
builds a firm foundation for life. 
                Catholic teaching tells us that each child is a gift from God and a promise for tomorrow.  With 
that belief as our foundation, Catholic schools have created an environment that develops the whole 
child by fostering spiritual development, academic achievement, person responsibility and commitment 
to service. 
                Catholic schools serve young people and families in building a communion of faith, hope and 
love rooted in the Gospel and person of Jesus Christ.  Principals and teachers are committed to partner-
ing with parents in forming young people to be good citizens in this world and saints in the next. 
 God bless you, Father Michael Kaluza 

Our Lady of the 
Prairie PTA 

Holiday Boutique 

Sunday November 13, 2022 

from 9:00am-1:00pm 

If you are interested in being 

a vendor or know a vendor 

that is please reach out to                 

Jess Kurvers at                      

jlstuhr@yahoo.com or           

612-710-7418 
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Mrs. Olson (Teacher Ashley) Preschool 

Preschoolers are enjoying the fall weather. We are learning a lot of things in our outdoor classroom! Two 
of our books this week are: Nuts to You and The Very Busy Spider. In both stories everyone is very busy! 
We packed some food and went on a hike to the “squirrel” park. Those squirrels are fast! We saw 9 scurry-
ing up the trees to hide from us. Then they would scurry down for the food we left them. 
I hope you can enjoy this weather as a family this weekend! 
 

 Miss Schroers Kindergarten & 1st Grade 

One month of learning at school completed and K-1 is really getting into the swing of things! We have com-
pleted our fall map testing for reading and math which targets individual academic performance and 
growth throughout the year. Kindergarteners have also been working on sorting things into groups by col-
or, shape, and size in math. The first graders are working on addition problems, related addition facts, and 
word problems in math.  
Along with our We Believe religion curriculum we do in our classroom; the K-1 class also attends Catech-
esis of the Good Shepherd at our school's Atrium. This is a place we can receive and enjoy the most essen-
tial elements of our Catholic faith, pray, and grow closer to Jesus. This month we have been working on the 
liturgical colors, setting the model altar, and other practical life works.  
 

 Mrs. Hennen 2nd & 3rd Grades 

Second and third grade enjoyed a snack break outside. 

 Mr. Lopahs 4th, 5th & 6th Grades 

Our 4th, 5th, and 6th graders are learning all over the place, literally. We all enjoyed a day last week at 
Cedar Lake learning all about Ecosystems and Conservation. This week we (along with the 3rd graders) will 
be on a Rosary Pilgrimage to the Cathedral of St. Paul.  And of course, we can't forget to mention our up-
coming trip to Wolf Ridge for our 5th and 6th graders!  With all the Field Trips and fun activities, we have 
still been able to stay sharp and work on our skills. We have concluded our Fall MAP testing in both Math 

and Reading and the results from each student will allow for deeper personalized learning oppor-
tunities and allow for additional growth in specific skill sets.  
In Social Studies we are exploring the different regions of the US, so quiz your student about the 
different states and capitals. In Science we are wrapping up our Life Science Unit by learning all 
about Plants including the different parts functions of the plant.  For Math, our 5th and 6th grad-
ers are working on their skills with Decimals while the 4th graders expand their world through 
addition.  And in Language Arts students have already started their second book report while 
challenging each student to read up to their current level. 
 

Mrs. Gleason Music 

The K-6 classes did a fantastic job singing last week at Children's Mass!   
Pre-K:  We are having fun learning about high and low pitches and moving our bodies slowly to 
music.  At the end of each class, we practice keeping our bodies still and listening to calming mu-
sic. 
 Kindergarten/1st grade: We are working on our steady beats and learning a fun song in Spanish.  
2nd/3rd grade: Recently we have introduced Do-Re-Mi pitches and are identifying these pitches 
in songs.   
4th Grade: We are introducing eighth notes and doing worksheets to practice our music 
rhythms.   
5th/6th grade: We are introducing 16th notes and continuing on our Music Ninja challenge.  
 

A Message from your PTA President Jess Kurvers 

Join us for our next mtg Oct 13th!  
Spaghetti Dinner Oct 15th in partnership with Catholic Untied. Be sure to sign up for a shift on the sign-up 
genius!  https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0A49ACAE2BA0FD0-olppta4 
Looking ahead! Nov 13th OLP Holiday Boutique 9a-1p. If you are interested in being a vendor, please reach 
out to Jess at jlstuhr@yahoo.com  

Date: October 13, 2022 
Time: 6:45pm 
Place: Roedel Hall 

All OLP parents are members of 
the PTA,  It is your school and 
your voice matters.  

mailto:jlstuhr@yahoo.com
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Prayer to Mary, Mother of Life Within 
 

O Mary, Mother of the Life Within, all life we entrust to 
you; the life of every expectant mother and the child  
within her womb. 

The life of every human body, the life of every human 
soul. 

The life of every newborn child and the life of all grown 
old. 

You held the Lord to your own heart and drew Him so 
close in. 

So, draw us now in all our needs O Mother of the Life 
Within. 

Amen 

(October is the month of the Rosary and Respect Life month) 

Cemetery  Price Increase 
Effective July 1, 2023 

 

All cemetery lots purchased after June 
30, 2023, will have an additional charge 
of $200.00 (per lot) for perpetual care.  



ADORATION 
SPEND ONE HOUR WITH JESUS! 

 

Consider being a regular Eucharistic 
Adorer. We are blessed to have a 
chapel and need adorers to keep it  
going.  

 

“Adoration has enhanced every 
aspect of my hectic life. I am now a much calmer and 
joyful person. My relationship with Jesus has grown 
weekly and in ways unimaginable. It is amazing that the 
more I pray, the more I need Him. The more I need Him, 
the more happy, humble, obedient and contented I 
become. He is much more alive in every part of my life 
each day.”          ~ An Adorer 

 

To be added to the schedule od Adorers contact our 
Adoration Coordinator Maureen Daly via  

email maureend@olp.church  or  phone (952) 687-1501. 
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Dear God, 

With joy and trust in my heart, 
I will make a return to the Lord, 
with thanksgiving for all 
He has done for me. 
For the blessings, the challenges, 
and everything in between, 
I will offer worship only to you, 
the one true God! 

Amen 

WHAT’S HAPPENING THIS WEEK 
OCTOBER 10—16, 2022 

 

MONDAY 10/10 

7:00pm-9:00pm | Catechetical Institute                                   
using whole campus                                                        
OLP  5 & 6 grades at Wolf Ridge ELC 
 

TUESDAY 10/11 

6:30pm | Mass                                                           
7:00pm | CCW meeting in Roedel Hall                         
OLP 5& 6 grades at Wolf Ridge ELC                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

                   

WEDNESDAY 10/12 

8:30am | Mass                                                            
Coffee & donuts after 8:30am Mass                    
11:00am | Ecumenical Lunch in Roedel Hall                                                                                  
OLP school Marathon pledge turn in #4                      
OLP 5 & 6 grades at Wolf Ridge ELC                                                                  
 

THURSDAY 10/13 

8:30am  | Mass                                 
 

FRIDAY 10/14 

8:30am | Mass                                                               
4:00pm | Setup & Prep for the Spaghetti Dinner           
OLP School Picture Day                                                        

 

SATURDAY 10/15 

4:15pm | Mass (Deacon preaching weekend)                                                        
5:00pm-8:00pm | Spaghetti Dinner hosted by Catholic 
United Financial and OLP’s PTA                                                  

 

SUNDAY 10/16 

8:00am | Mass (Deacon preaching weekend)                                                 
9-10:00am | Choir Practice in church                                                                                 
10:00am | Mass (Deacon preaching weekend) 
                                          

 

Bulletin Announcements:  

If your group would like to post anything in the 
bulletin, please send an email to Nora at 
nwermerskirchen@olp.church by noon on Monday for 
the following Sunday’s publication.  

 

 

 

Our Lady of the Prairie would like welcome our 
new parishioners.  Please make them feel at home 
in our parish community.  

 

Camille Halloran and Family 
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MINISTRY SCHEDULE FOR OCTOBER 15 & 16, 2022 

MINISTRY 4:15PM 8:00AM 10:00AM 

Lectors Sarah W John W Sheila S 

Extraordinary Ministers  
of Holy Communion 
*If Deacon Mike is not present. 

Keith H 
Sarah W 
Sue S 
*Volunteer 

Sharon B 
Sheila H 
Sharon S 
*Volunteer 

Joe V 
Jean M 
Lois H 
*Volunteer 

Ushers 

Jim F 
Joe H 
Volunteer 
Volunteer 

Allen S 
Ray S 
Mark H 
Calvin H 

Hubert J                                  
Jeff K                                 
Johan M 
Peter F 

Servers 

Ian S 
Addy S 
Andrew S 
 

Peter H 
Luke H 
Henry H 
 

Jaxson P 
Kaiden P 
John S IV 
 

STEWARDSHIP & ATTENDANCE 
For the Week of October 2, 2022 
Weekly Collection Goal for Month ……………...……….$8,046.00 
10/2/2022 Collection (Week 14).…………………………..$4,575.82 
CURRENT WEEK DEFICIT………………………...…….....-($3,470.18) 

Church Painting Collection .………………...……...…….. $1,897.00   

 

Attendance at 4:15pm Mass ……………………………...…...…...230 
Attendance at 8:00am Mass …………………...………...…...…...157 
Attendance at 10:00am Mass ………………….…………......…...120 
Live stream views of Mass ……………………….…...………….......30 

 
Total Number of Registered Active Families…….…………...482 
Total Number of Registered Active Members..…………...1,343 

 

*Collection week includes envelopes and loose total for that 
weekend collection. 

Automatic Contributions 
Did you know your contributions can be automatically 
deducted from your checking, savings, or credit card 
account? For more information call the parish office at  952-
873-6564 or check out our website. 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF 
OCTOBER 10—16, 2022 

 

Monday 10/10 | Gal 4:22-24, 26-27, 31—5:1/Lk 11:29-32 

Tuesday 10/11 | Gal 5:1-6/Lk 11:37-41 

Wednesday 10/12 | Gal 5:18-25/Lk 11:42-46 

Thursday 10/13 | Eph 1:1-10/Lk 11:47-54 

Friday 10/14 | Eph 1:11-14/Lk 12:1-7 

Saturday 10/15 | Eph 1:15-23/Lk 12:8-12 

Sunday 10/16 | Ex 17:8-13/2 Tm 3:14—4:2/                                                                                      

               Lk 18:1-8 

MASS INTENTIONS 
TUESDAY, 10/11 
6:30pm d. Jim Solheid                                          

WEDNESDAY, 10/12 
8:30am d. CCW Volunteers 

THURSDAY, 10/13 
8:30am d. Tom Anderson 

 

FRIDAY, 10/14 
8:30am d. Christine Zehnder 

SATURDAY, 10/15 
4:15pm d. Teresa Fritz 

SUNDAY, 10/16 
8:00am d. Paul Tupek 
10:00am For the Parish 

WELCOME TO OUR NEW 
PARISHIONERS & GUESTS! 

We’re happy to have you with us today! 




