
WEEKEND MASS TIMES
Saturday: 4:15 p.m.

Sunday: 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m.

WEEKDAY MASS TIMES
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday:  

8:30 a.m.

Consult bulletin for special Holy Day  
and holiday schedules.

SACRAMENT OF CONFESSION
Saturday: 3:30 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Sunday: 7:15 a.m. - 7:45 a.m.
Tuesday: 7:45 a.m. - 8:15 a.m.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Monday: 9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.

Tuesday & Wednesday:
9:00 a.m. - 11:00 p.m.

Thursday: 6:00 p.m. - 11:00 p.m.

OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Friday: 8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

CHRISTIAN MARRIAGE:
Make arrangements with Parish Office  

six months prior to tentative date.

BAPTISMS:
Congratulations! Thank you for accepting and 
caring for one of God’s greatest gifts. As part 

of Baptism preparation, expectant parents 
are required to attend Mass weekly. Please 

speak to Fr. Brian Lynch after Mass during the 
second trimester of pregnancy to begin the 

formal preparation process. We look forward to 
getting to know you and your baby.

200 East Church Street • Belle Plaine, Minnesota  56011
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     The Catholic Church is the Church founded by Jesus 

Christ; it is the same Church mentioned in the New 

Testament of the Christian Bible. The term "Catholic" 

means "according to the whole;" it was used early in the 

Church's history to distinguish her from a number of 

other gatherings whose teachings and practices were not 

true to the authoritative teachings of Christ's apostles. All 

human persons are invited and encouraged to accept the 

salvation offered by Jesus through His one, holy, catholic 

and apostolic Church by living the sacramental life offered 

by the Catholic Church.  It is the mission of Our Lady of 

the Prairie Catholic Church to offer this life to the people 

of Belle Plaine, Minnesota and its environs.   

   

     If you would like to become Catholic, please contact Fr. 

Brian Lynch in person or by email at:  blynch@olp.church.  

 

 

 

 
 

HOW TO INVITE JESUS INTO YOUR FAMILY 
 

Dear Parishioners and Friends of Our Lady of the Prairie: 

 

Some people might be asking where is Jesus now that 

we are going through this time of the Covid-19. Has He 

abandoned us? The real question is, have we abandoned 

Him? It seems to me that the whole world is really more 

interested in the material things in life, than the spiritual 

things in life. Is this a wake-up call for us? 

 

In the Gospel today, the two disciples who encounter 

Jesus did not recognize Him until He broke bread with 

them. Are we not like that sometimes when we meet 

people who do the work of Jesus to help us with our 

daily struggles? 

 

Now that we are not having to run to the sporting 

events, or other events in our lives, are we taking the 

time to welcome Jesus more into our own lives? Yes, 

there are those who are out there helping others by 

doing good works. Your family may be baking goods for 

those who are shut-ins or are first responders, making 

meals for those who need them at their jobs, calling 

people just to see how they are at this time. 

 

Your family can make a difference in the lives of others.  

 

What is your mission? 

 

Just let God use your family's gifts to make a difference 

in other people's lives. Don't give up your Faith, because 

Jesus is right there walking right beside you even if you 

don't notice it. 

 

We will make it through this with God's help, and keep 

your Faith in Him at all times. 

 

PEACE, 

 

Deacon Bob Raleigh 

LAY LEADERSHIP POSITIONS 

PLEASE JOIN US 

Third Sunday Easter                                                                                                                                                April 26, 2020 

OUR LADY OF THE PRAIRIE STAFF 

952.873.6564     www.olp.church 
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OFFICE OF THE ARCHBISHOP 
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April 17, 2020 

 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,  

Easter Blessings in our Risen Lord! 

Thank you for supporting our Catholic parishes and schools and caring for those in 
need during these difficult times. I have been praying often and intensely for you, especially 
during Holy Week. I hope you were able to enter into the spirit of those days, whether by 
participating in the Archdiocesan virtual retreat or the online events in your parish or 
through your personal prayer at home.  

For the past several weeks, the COVID-19 situation has required that we not 
celebrate public Masses in our churches or hold large gatherings in our parishes. As 
reflected in the recent extension of the stay-at-home order in our State, the crisis requires 
that the temporary measures that we adopted are still needed to protect the public good. For 
that reason, Archdiocesan directives currently in force (including the dispensation of the 
Sunday Mass obligation) will remain at least until May 4.  

Looking further ahead, May and June Confirmations at the Cathedral and Basilica 
have been cancelled; pastors of the effected parishes have been given the authority to either 
celebrate Confirmation in their own churches or schedule a later date at the Cathedral or 
Basilica. We will surely be spiritually enriched as our younger brothers and sisters in such 
great number choose to complete their initiation in our Church.  

I am grateful that so many have felt free to express their emotions with me during 
the pandemic: support, sadness, confusion, anger. Some think our restrictions have gone too 
far, others not far enough. There are many questions: Why aren’t churches “essential 
services”? Why can people go to a liquor store, but Holy Communion is unavailable? How 
we can live our faith under these circumstances? These questions reflect that we are 
suffering. Please know that I sympathize with your hurt and am inspired by your love for 
the Sacraments, your parish, and the Church.  

Amidst this pain, I remain convinced that the restrictions that have been placed on 
public Masses and the administration of some Sacraments are consistent with our faith. The 
Gospel calls us to respect and defend the lives of our families, neighbors, and especially the 
most vulnerable. This sometimes requires sacrificing our own desires for their good. “There 
is no greater love, than to lay down your lives for your friends,” Jesus said the night before 
He died. How could we as His disciples receive the Sacraments without thought or care for 
the safety of others? The Eucharist is re-presentation of Jesus’ own sacrifice, and He 
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commands us to follow His example by making sacrifices in how we live out our faith and 
enter into the Church’s sacramental life. “As I have done, you also must do.”  

By God’s grace, such sacrifices seem to be benefitting our community. Minnesota’s 
hospitals and health-care providers have so far been able to keep up with the number of 
people needing life-saving medical care. Even so, public health officials say the precautions 
being taken must continue for the immediate future. Our Archdiocese stands in solidarity 
with our brothers and sisters all over our country and around the world as we together strive 
to overcome this public health crisis. We are hoping and praying that the actions we have 
taken here will mitigate the pandemic and help us return to familiar public interactions, even 
if it may be some time before we return to “normal” life in society. 

Meanwhile, please find comfort in the fact that priests continue to celebrate Mass on 
behalf of the Church and for your intentions every day. I am delighted to hear that via 
technology, many of you, though not physically present, have been uniting yourselves with 
the Eucharistic sacrifice being offered and making a spiritual communion. I am hopeful that 
we will continue to find new and creative ways of living our faith while doing our part to 
stem the pandemic, always mindful of the best advice of public health experts.  

 As this Easter Octave draws to a close, let us together ask for the intercession of 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help. Please be assured of my prayers for you and your families.  

Sincerely in Christ,  

 

Most Reverend Bernard A. Hebda 
Archbishop of Saint Paul and Minneapolis  
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Ten Tips for Protecting Children 
and Offering Outreach to Victims/Survivors

1 Sexual abuse is about the victim.
Many people are affected by abuse but 
the individual most impacted is the 
victim who has suffered a violation of 
trust that can affect his or her entire life.

2 No one has the right to have 
access to children.
No one, no matter who they are, has an 
automatic right to be around children or 
young people who are in the care of the 
Church without proper screening and 
without following the rules.

3 Common sense is not all that common.
Dioceses, schools, parishes, and 
especially families, must educate 
themselves and others on how to 
protect children. 

4 Child sexual abuse can be prevented.
It is critical to build safety barriers 
around children and young people to 
keep them from harm—such as protective 
guardians, codes of conduct, background 
evaluations, policies and procedures, and 
safety training programs.

5 The residual effects of having been 
abused can last a lifetime.
The sense of violation goes deep into a 
person’s psyche and feelings of anger, 
shame, hurt and betrayal can build long 
after the abuse has taken place. Those 
who have been abused can heal, but 
if often takes time, therapy, and the 
support of loved ones. 

6 Feeling heard leads toward healing.
Relief from hurt and anger often comes 
when one feels heard, when one’s pain 

and concerns are taken seriously, and a 
victim/survivor’s appropriate sense of 
rage and indignation are acknowledged.

7 You cannot always predict who will 
be an abuser.
Experience shows that most abuse is 
committed by someone who has gained 
the trust of a victim/survivor and his/
her family. 

8 There are behavioral warning signs 
of child abusers.
Some abusers isolate a potential victim 
by giving him or her undue attention or 
lavish gifts, others allow young people 
to participate in activities which their 
parents or guardians would not approve, 
such as watching pornography, drinking 
alcohol, using drugs, and excessive 
touching, such as wrestling and tickling. 

9 People can be taught to identify 
grooming behavior.
Grooming behaviors are the actions 
which abusers take to project the 
image that they are kind, generous, 
caring people, while their intent is to 
lure a minor into an inappropriate 
relationship. Offenders can be patient 
and may groom their victim, his or her 
family, or community for years.

10 Background checks work.
Background checks in churches, schools 
and other organizations keep predators 
away from children both because they 
scare off some predators and because 
they uncover past actions which 
should ban an adult from working or 
volunteering with children.
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MONDAY Acts 6:8-15/Jn 6:22-29  

TUESDAY Acts 7:51-8:1a 

WEDNESDAY Acts 8:1b-8/Jn 6:35-40 

THURSDAY       Acts 8:26-40/Jn 6:44-51 

FRIDAY    Acts 9:1-20/Jn 6:52-59 

SATURDAY       Acts 9:31-42/Jn 6:60-69 

SUNDAY Acts 2:14a, 36-41/1 Pt 2:20b-25/Jn 10:1-10 

MASS INTENTIONS 

For those of you that have scheduled a Mass Intention for 

a loved one, please know that Father Brian is offering his 

daily Mass for the intention scheduled that day. 

Mon  ( 27)      8:30 am - d. Tracy O’Neill 

Tues  ( 28)      8:30 am - d. Matt Tholkes 

Wed  ( 29)      8:30 am - d. Sandy O’Neill 

Fri      ( 01)      8:30 am - d. Francis, Leona & Robert Huber 

Sat     ( 02)      4:15 pm - liv. & d. members of the Richard 

    Klehr Family 

Sun    ( 03)      8:00 am - d. Brent Meyer 

                 10:00 am - For the Parish 

Collection Goal for APRIL      $       5,033.33 

4/19/2020 Collection Week 43      $      5,742.00 

Contribution Goal YTD       $    335,081.67 

Total Contributions YTD       $    338,657.32 

Budget Surplus                                          $             3,575.65 

 

 

Number of Registered Families 479 

 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

Did you know your contributions can be automatically 

deducted from your checking, saving or credit card 

account?  For more information call the parish office 

952.873.6564 or check out our website olp.church 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF 4/27/2020 

OUR GIFTS TO THE LORD 

Third Sunday of Easter                                                                                                                                            April 26, 2020 

LIVE STREAMED MASSES AT OLP 
Join Father Brian for “Live Stream” Masses.  Go to 

www.ourladyoftheprairie.com and click on the Live Stream 

icon.  Weekend Masses will be Saturday, 4:15 pm, Sunday 

8:00 am and 10:00 am and weekday Masses will be Mon-

day, Tuesday, Wednesday at 8:30 am and Friday at 4:15 

pm 

OLP SCHOOL GALA & RAFFLE 
The gala and raffle have been postponed, but we intend to hold 

both at a later date.  Please continue to purchase your raffle tickets 

for the ever popular OLP School Raffle!  There is a GRAND PRIZE of 

$5,000 waiting to be won with 2nd place $3,000; 3rd place  $2,000, 

4th and 5th place $1,000 prizes too!  Call the office M-Th between 

the hours of 9am-12pm @ 952.873.6564 to coordinate a time to 

purchase a ticket.  Watch for further information to come out with a 

new date for the gala and drawing! 

Please Hold in Prayer... 

Please pray for the following people: 
  Aggie Wawzryniak   Bud Steen 

  Jean Dockter  Ann Woelfel 

  Myles Genelin   Mike Fogarty 

  Kerry Koepp      Norman Liesener 

  Dick Schmit  Maureen Millard 

  Joann Palo 
If you know of someone who would like 

to have their name added to the prayer 

list, please notify the bulletin editor.  A 

name will be listed for four weeks.  Before 

calling or emailing the name, please seek 

the permission of the person. 

TEMPORARY PARISH OFFICE HOURS 

 Mon - Thu:  9:00 AM - NOON 

     Fri: CLOSED 

 



Your life is MOBILE, so are we! 
-Monitor accounts 
-Manage your money 
-Pay your bills 
-AND … Make deposits! 

When your phone is on, your bank is on! 
952.873.2296 • statebankbp.com 

201 W Main St., Belle Plaine MN 56011 
 

STIER 
TRANSPORTATION 

SERVICES

ST I E R 
TRANSPORTATION 

SERVICES
Since 1953

Serving...
The Lutheran Home, Medica Choice Care,  Belle Plaine School District #716,  

MN. River Valley Special Education Co-op #993, Medical Assistance, Blue Plus/Blue Cross

406 S. Meridian St. • Belle Plaine, MN • (952) 873-2362

ST I E R 
TRANSPORTATION 

SERVICES
Since 1953

Serving...
The Lutheran Home, Medica Choice Care,  Belle Plaine School District #716,  

MN. River Valley Special Education Co-op #993, Medical Assistance, Blue Plus/Blue Cross

406 S. Meridian St. • Belle Plaine, MN • (952) 873-2362

Serving...
The Lutheran Home, Medica Choice Care, Belle Plaine School District #716, U-Care, 

Health Partners, SW Metro Co-op, Medical Assistance, Blue Plus/BlueCross

Since 1953

406 S. Meridian St. • Belle Plaine, MN • (952) 873-2362

BRAD’S BARBERSHOP

106 S. Meridian • Belle Plaine

(952) 873-6700

All Kids Haircuts (19 and under) $9.00
Adults - $13.00 / Seniors - $12.00

Allen Schmitz

Realtor®, GRI, Broker Associate

612.483.1781

1221 4th Ave. E., Suite 100
Shakopee, MN 55379
Office: 952.445.9110
Fax: 952.445.9118

Full Service REALTOR®

115 1st Ave. SE, Suite 220
New Prague, MN 56071

Office: 952.758.9110
Fax: 952.758.9118www.KubesRealty.com

Homecooked  
Food & 

 Family Fun

Restaurant
Orchard

www.emmakrumbees.com
Like us on Facebook!

Hwy. 169 • Belle Plaine
952.873.3006

Providing:
Loans for all of your Commercial and 

Consumer Needs – Business, Real Estate, 
Equipment and Vehicles

“We Service Your Loan From  
Application to Payoff”

Matt Fogarty, President
Belle Plaine • 952.873.2500

LeSueur • 507.665.4200 | Green Isle • 507.326.3200
Cloquet • 218.879.6781 | Montgomery • 507.364.2265

Eagle Lake • 507.257.3544 | Madison Lake • 507.243.3511

www.conerstonestatebank.com

ASHTON PANKONIN
Financial Advisor

Advisors
–Keep Moving Forward

Financial Planning • Investments • Insurance

507-665-2308

OPEN

106 E. Main St., Ste. 104 • Belle Plaine MN 56011

952.873.2703
507.221.0425 Cell /952.873.6050 Fax

ashton.pankonin@focusfinancial.com 
www.kmfadvisors.com

M-F 6am-6pm
617 East Main Street • Belle Plaine, MN 56011 

952.873.3951
www.angiesdaycarebp.com

LLC

Daly&Daly Inc.
Tax and Accounting Services

Michael J. Daly
Daly Office Building • 119 W. Main Street • Belle Plaine

Office: (952) 873-2213  Fax: (952) 873-4237
Email: daly&daly@frontiernet.net

Securities offered through Signator Investors, Inc.

A registered broker/dealer. Member FINRA & SIPC.

Belle Plaine
(952) 873-6577

St. Peter
(507) 519-1135

FREE DELIVERY | FREE ESTIMATES | BERGERINTERIORS.COM
FURNITURE • FLOORING • WINDOW TREATMENTS • COUNTERTOPS •  CABINETS •  MATTRESSES

Neisen’s Red Door Bar
125 N. Meridian

Belle Plaine, MN 56011

952-873-6305

Neisen’s Corner Bar 
& Rustic Room
101 E. Main Street

Belle Plaine, MN 56011
952-873-6810

&

952.873.5554 - bpeyecare.com

Your Local Comprehensive  
Eye Care Facility

840 East Main Street
Belle Plaine MN 56011

952.873.3344

Locally Owned & Operated 

24-hour Pay at the Pump

Home of the ‘Soft Touch” Car Wash with Turtle Wax
Featuring “Hot Stuff” Pizza

Dr. Tasha Strait, General Dentist
Dr. Monique Baune, General Dentist
Dr. Mora Cervenka, General Dentist
Dr. Jason Anderson, Orthodontist

    952-873-6380New Patients Welcome

507-665-3300

Does your home 
have high levels 
of RADON?

Call Today to make sure your home  
is safe from elevated RADON!

612-504-4540

Fahey Duct 
cleaning

Professional Air Duct Cleaning Services

Dryer Vent Cleaning

Air Duct Sanitizing

Matt Fahey, 612-490-5458

Programs printed by Townsend Printing • 952-873-2261

117 E. Main St. Belle Plaine • 952-873-3388
Local Agents, Local Owners, Local Office

Over 25 years experience • FREE Consultation swmetrosalesgroup.com

Mark & Tammy
Kottke

Trista Kottke

117 E. Main St. Belle Plaine • 952-873-3388

Local Agents, Local Owners, Local Office
Over 25 years experience 

FREE Consultation

swmetrosalesgroup.com

Mark & Tammy  
Kottke

Trista Kottke

Karl & Rosemary  
Kolden

952-873-6227
www.koldenfuneralhome.com

235 S. Meridian St. Belle Plaine MN 56011
behnkeautoinc@gmail.com

CHAD BEHNKE, 
Owner

Contact Randy Koepp today!  (952) 292-4416

14555 Galaxie Ave  ·  Apple Valley, MN

Meet Randy.
He doesn’t just sell windows, doors, 
roofing, and everything you could

possibly need for your home projects...
He’s a great listener and will guide 

you every step of the way.

Randy.Koepp@LampertLumber.com

Contact Randy Koepp today! (952) 292-4416

Meet Randy.

BOROUGH  
BOWL

Bowling, Dining, Game Room, Family Fun!

&
(952) 873-2204

235 South Ash Street, Belle Plaine, MN 56011Facebook.com/ComeBowlWithUs

CHAD A. HUNT  
FINANCIAL ADVISOR 
952-873-4410
113 N. Meridian St., Belle Plaine

952-843-8545
kieckerlaw.com

Omni Kiecker

Probate, Wills, Business, and Real Estate 
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MKT-5894I-A

Go Tigers! 
Adam J Kunkel 
Financial Advisor

100 W Main St 
Belle Plaine, MN 56011 
952-873-2481

Member SIPC
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Go Tigers! 
Adam J Kunkel 
Financial Advisor

100 W Main St 
Belle Plaine, MN 56011 
952-873-2481

Member SIPC

Behavioral
Health Services, LLC

wpaigeevans@hotmail.com
200 N. Meridian St, 

Belle Plaine, MN 56011-1828 

William “Bill”Paige-Evans, 
M.A., L.P.

Ph. (952) 847-0410 
Fax (866) 501-0042

therapists.psychologytoday.com/rms/105103

CHARD
Grading & Excavation

WWW.CHARDGRADING.COM
DAN & TOM CHARD


