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COMING EVENTS 

 
ACCW ADVENT MORNING OF REFLECTION  

St. Peter-Mendota Heights 
Dec 3, 2016 (8 AM – Mass at Noon) 

 
ACCW LEADERSHIP DAY   

Sacred Heart – Robbinsdale 
Feb 4, 2017 (time TBD) 

 
SW DEANERY BOARD MEETING   

St. Mary – LeCenter 
Feb 23, 2017 (time TBD) 

 
SW DEANERY SPIRITUAL DAY  

Our Lady of the Prairie - Belle Plaine 
Mar 4, 2017,  8 AM – 1 PM 

 
SW DEANERY EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING  

Most Holy Trinity – Veseli 
March 14, 2017, 6:30 PM 

 
SW DEANERY OPEN MEETING   

Immaculate Conception – Lonsdale 
April 20, 2017 – 6:30 PM 

 
ACCW CONVENTION   
St. Odilia – Shoreview 

April 21-22, 2017 (time TBD) 
 

SW DEANERY PRESIDENT’S SUPPER  
Divine Mercy – Faribault 

July, 2017 (day/time TBD) 
 

SW DEANERY FALL INSTITUTE   
St. Dominic – Northfield 

Sept, 2017 (day/time TBD) 
 

SW DEANERY MISSION EVENT 
(Location/date/time TBD) 

 
Please contact our SW Deanery President to host an event  

or if you have any questions. 
 

Marcia Simon 507-649-1051 or 952-652-2998 
 masimon@integra.net or msimon@divinemercy.cc 

 
Check our page for updates on the ACCW website: 

http://accwarchspm.org  
 



	
 

 
SW DEANERY PRESIDENT 

Marcia Simon 
 

The Value of a Smile. 
It costs nothing, but creates much. 

It enriches those who receive, without impoverishing those who give. 
It happens in a flash, but memory of it sometimes lasts forever. 

None are so rich they can get along without it, and none are so poor but are richer for its benefits. 
It creates happiness in the home, fosters good will in a business, and is the countersign of friends. 

It brings rest to the weary, sunshine to those who are frowning, 
And hope to those who are hopeless and defeated. 

A smile is so valuable that it can’t be bought, begged, borrowed, or taken away against our will. 
You have to be willing to give a smile away before it can do anyone else any good. 

So if someone is too tired or grumpy to flash you a smile, let him have one of yours anyway. 
Nobody needs a smile as much as the person who has none to give. 

Author Unknown 
 
Greetings to All! 
 
The SW Deanery has had a very busy Fall Season. We tried something new with our Fall Institute 
at St. Nicholas in New Market and had it on a Saturday. I had sent out a questionnaire to the 
Parish Presidents and the Southwest Deanery Board. If you would like to fill one out please talk 
to your Parish President. We would like to hear all the comments – good and bad and ideas for 
speakers. 
 
Please mark your calendar for Spiritual Day which will be held at Lady of Prairie Church in Belle 
Plaine, MN on Saturday March 4th, 2017 with the start time of 8:00 AM. The date has also been 
set for our Open Meeting which will be held at Immaculate Conception in Lonsdale, MN on 
Thursday, April 20th starting at 6:30pm. Community Chairman Mary Ann Heyda has a great 
program planned for us. We will also be installing Doreen Hogan as the new Southwest 
Deanery President. It is so hard to believe that my two years are coming to an end as Southwest 
Deanery President.  I can’t thank you enough for the great trip I had down the road with all of 
you. 
 
This is the year for the SW Deanery Fundraiser. The goal is $2,000.00.  You will see we have a 
page with a goal chart to see how we are doing. Already had some submitted and heard many 
great ideas for doing a fundraiser. Thanks for helping with this project, we need all Parishes or 
Groups to help with this project. As I said in my letter, the goal for ACCW is to host the 2020 
NCCW Convention. So have a great event and save some for your group so some of you can 
attend the NCCW Convention in 2020 if Minnesota gets the bid. 
 
The ACCW has a couple of events that you might be interested in. On December 3rd there will 
be an Advent Retreat at St. Peter’s in Mendota.  It will start at 8 AM and conclude with a Mass at 
noon.  Also, the annual convention will be Friday/Saturday, April 21 & 22 at St. Odilia in 
Shoreview. 
 
Like I started my letter out, remember a smile goes a long way, and makes a day go a lot 
quicker!! This Christmas and always, may your heart rejoice as you celebrate the miracle of our 
Savior’s holy birth. Have a Blessed 2017 !!!! 

 
 
 

OFFICERS AND COMMISSIONS 



 
 

SW DEANERY VICE PRESIDENT 
Doreen Hogan 

 
This book was shared with me at work and it has great points we all can understand. 

 
“Don’t Sweat the Small Stuff at Work” by Richard Carlson 

 
This book gives you several helpful tips to keep from letting all the little things at work and 
home drive you crazy! The author has some great ideas of ways to calm down during a busy 
and stress filled life. He suggests that we can make small daily changes that can help us put 
things into perspective. One of the great chapters in the book is called “Join My New Club, 
TGIT” which is the Thank God it’s Today Club! What a great motivation to start each day with 
quickly thinking “Thank God for Today”! What can I do today to make life just a little better? 
 
Another great chapter in the book was “Avoid the Phrase, I Have to Go to Work”. He says we all 
know we “have to” go to work if we want to survive. We need money! But, when you look at 
each day at work as only something you “have” to do it implies each morning that you would 
rather be doing something else! Or have you ever said, I have another CCW meeting. Some 
great suggestions he had were things like tell yourself, “I get to go to work” or “I’m off to 
work”. It removes the negative thought of having to do something and gets you moving on 
with your day! With serveral small easy to read chapters, Dr. Carlson gives you easy to do 
suggestions to help you stop sweating the small stuff! It’s a great book to read! “Thank God for 
Today”! 
 
	
	

SW DEANERY PAST PRESIDENT 
Denise Haaland 

 
Are we in Thanksgiving mode and as the Advent season comes to have us prepare for the gift 
of Jesus Christ? First off, we are thankful for no more ads from the election time. Many may not 
think too highly of the President Elect Donald Trump, but we know his platform of more Prolife 
judges is a great reason for us to look for his leadership. We know he may not be perfect, but 
he promises to give us help in this area. Please pray for him. God did give us a miracle with 
many more legislators who will be on this Prolife side. 
 
So, in turn, we need to do our part to keep praying for and telling our Catholic view to these 
people who help in shaping our laws. 
 
As the new year begins, we look forward to seeing you at more upcoming Southwest Deanery 
and ACCW functions. 
	
	
	
 
 
	



PARLIAMENTARIAN 
Betty Berge 

 
In my article I have chosen to write about the duties of the secretary in an organization.   
A good secretary should know her duties and realize the importance of her role to the 
organization. She should keep neat and careful records of all business conducted at each 
meeting, including the exact wording of each motion and whether it was lost or carried.  Brief 
important extracts from speeches may be recorded but no comments in favor or against 
should be made.   
 
The secretary should be present a few minutes prior to a meeting being called to order.  She 
should have the book including minutes with her to reference past meeting minutes if needed.  
She should also have a copy of the by-laws, standing rules, parliamentary procedures, and a 
list of unfinished business which should be given to the president. 
 
Minutes should contain a record of what is done - not what is said.  Minutes should contain the 
following:  
1)  Date, time, and place of meeting   
2)  Specify regular meeting or special meeting 
3)  Name of person presiding   
4)  Name of secretary   
5)  All motions whether adopted or rejected 
6)  Names of persons making motions; names of seconders need not be recorded   
7)  Points of order and appeals, whether sustained or lost   
8)  A motion which has been withdrawn should not be recorded 
 
 

SECRETARY 
Rita Parsons 

 
I am still in shock in the latest results of the election. EWTN reported that 51% Catholics voted 
for Donald Trump. After much study I felt I would vote for the Republican platform. But I am 
saddened and disturbed by the events and actions that have taken place since election day. 
After all, our president-elect was chosen according to the laws of the Constitution. I ask 
everyone to continue to pray for our new government leaders. 
 
What can we do?  
1. Peace begins at home. Set aside time with your family or friends to enjoy one another. Get to 
know your neighbors. 
2. Talk with someone of another race, ethnicity, age, ability or sexual orientation. Tell someone 
about your experience. 
3. Volunteer in a shelter for women and children who are escaping domestic violence. 
4. Help a child resolve a conflict peacefully. 
The above is a reprint from the Catholic Peace Fellowship Flyer. 
We have a great country and this Thanksgiving let’s Praise the Lord and give Thanks for all our 
blessings for “God is Good. All the Time”. 
 
 



CHURCH COMMISSION 
Marian Anderson 

  
Spiritual Day: March 4, 2017: The Southwest Deanery Spiritual Day will be March 4, 2017 at 
Lady of the Prairie in Belle Plaine from 8 a.m. - 1 p.m. Mark your calendars. We are planning a 
reflective day – a wonderful way to start your Lenten season. 
 
We are entering a very holy season of Christmas. Let us take time to really enjoy the true 
reason for the season – the celebration of the Birth of Jesus. Think of eliminating 1 or 2 of your 
“must do” activites that you think are “must do” but probably just stress you out and hold little 
or no meaning any longer. Slow the pace and enjoy the important things. 
 
Prayer Before Opening Gifts: Lord and Giver of all good things, the Magi traveled for miles to 
bring the Christ Child the first Christmas presents. So may we, too, remember with thankful 
hearts the love that comes with each gift we open. We also thank you for the love you have for 
each of us, and we thank you for the many gifts that you have given to us, especially the gifts 
of life and family. 
 
Prayer for the New Year: Lord, thank you for a new year filled with fresh grace and countless 
opportunities. Lead me to your heart, Your word, and Your ways as I plan to live out Your love 
in 2017. Please take my hand, enrich my soul and let me walk with you. Amen. 

 
 
 

INTERNATIONAL CONCERNS COMMISSION 
Mary Lee Androli 

 
This is such a busy time for doing Mission work here at home, across the state and nation, and 
also in foreign countries. The Mission Event was such a great success. I just can't thank all of 
you enough.  Joyce and Dale Grabarkiewicz were so thrilled with all the hygiene items you 
brought as that is something they desperately need in Haiti especially after the disaster of the 
hurricane and the following intense rains there which spread disease and cause injuries. 
Several parishes brought toys and other things which they also fit into their car. After their talk 
several people gave me more money to help in Haiti and to get the shipment sent in time for 
Christmas.   
 
The collection for Appalachia was good also. This year most of the shoeboxes were really 
nicely filled and there were lots of quilts and toys too. The collection was more than $3900. 
$2000 of that went to Sacred Heart Missions, and the balance went to Risen Savior Missions 
who work and serve people in the Phillipines and to the Kituii Dormitory Project in Kenya, 
Africa. So thank you for being so generous with buying chances for all the beautiful items you 
donated for the raffle.   
 
Now it is time to think about local needs for Christmas. Pray for Peace in our country and 
around the world. 

 
 
 
 



COMMUNITY CONCERNS 
Mary Ann Heyda 

 
At our April Open Deanery Meeting we will have a speaker from Aging Services for 
Communities. She will let us know what is available for communities and where they are 
located.  

LEGISLATIVE CONCERNS 
Madonna Russo 

 
Minnesota’s 10 electoral votes went to Hillary Clinton who narrowly defeated Donald Trump, 
46.86% to 45.36% in a contentious and hard fought campaign. Libertarian candidate Gary 
Johnson received 3.87% of the vote. Despite Clinton’s victory in MN, Trump carried some 
important “swing states” and was elected President of the United States, receiving 290 electoral 
votes to Clinton’s 232. 
 
Most of our SWD Catholic churches are located in Le Sueur, Scott or Rice Counties. The results 
were consistent: Trump carried all three counties. Le Sueur County: 61.76% versus 31.1% for 
Clinton; Scott County reported 53.7% for Trump and 38.31% for Hillary Clinton; Rice County 
was the closest in terms of numbers: 47.89% voted for Trump while 44.8% cast their ballot for 
Clinton. 
 
An overwhelming majority responded in the affirmative to the Constitutional Amendment to 
REMOVE the power from the lawmakers to set their own salaries and instead establish an 
independent, citizen – only council to determine the pay of lawmakers. 
 
Results for federal and state offices are unofficial until the MN State Canvassing Board meets 
on November 29, 2016 to certify results. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 

ST. PATRICK OF CEDAR LAKE – Jordan 
Vickie Cross 

 
At our November meeting, we made plans to have our annual Advent Bake Sale after the Dec. 
10th & 11th Masses. It is always a great success. The holiday goodies sell out quickly and the 
sale is a good fundraiser. The money we raise from this event will go to help pay for the church 
steeple repair.  
 
At our next meeting we will discuss our Spring Craft and Bake Sale. We’re also tossing around 
ideas for a Mother-Daughter fun event and that will be finalized at our next meeting. 
 
From our treasury, we will pay for new chasubles, albs & cruets. We also shared with the Men’s 
Club the cost of 2 new highchairs and some booster seats for the dining hall.  Some of our 
members are planning to attend the Advent Morning of Reflection and our CCW will pay for 
their registrations. 
 
We officially welcomed newcomers to the parish with a donuts and coffee reception on Oct. 9th. 
We plan to do that twice a year from now on. 
 
We raised over $800 for the St. Patrick Summer Festival in July with our Festival Quilt Raffle. 
Thank you to our CCW quilters, Ag Rita Efta and Mary Simek, for designing and crafting 
another gorgeous quilt for the festival. 
 
The Country Store is another St. Patrick women’s festival project and it did well again this year. 
Home canning, baked goods, garden produce, lovely crocheted  & embroidered and other 
handcrafted items were displayed for sale in the Country Store. Thank you LuVerne Verhoeven 
for chairing this Festival event every year and to all the parishioners who contributed and 
worked a shift behind the counter.  
 

MOST HOLY TRINITY – Veseli 
Cathy Bartusek 

 
Hello from Veseli!  As the cold weather approaches we will begin to host Donut Sundays on the 
first Sunday of each month after 9 AM Mass to provide more opportunity for fellowship. 
 
We just had our fall bingo which was a great success and will have another one in February 
(date to be determined, watch for ad in New Prague Times). We will be gathering to decorate 
our church for the Christmas season. Come and visit our church during Christmastime. It is 
beautiful. 
 
We are planning a soup sale the weekend of February 4th and 5th where we make unique soups 
and sell them in quart containers. Soup warms the heart and soul. 

 
 

PARISH NEWS 



 
 

OUR LADY OF THE PRAIRIE – Belle Plaine 
 Georgine Gansen                                                                                                                     

 
Greetings from OLP.   We had 10 wonderful ladies and one guest attending the Mission Event 
on October 13th. An enjoyable evening for all.                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
 
In November we are busy with many Spiritual events. Starting on November 2nd, “All Soul’s Day 
Remembrance Mass” and reception was held at 6 PM in memory of all members of OLP that 
went to the home of our Lord during the years 2015-2016.                                                                   
 
On November 19th at 11:00 AM a special Mass and Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick Service 
was held with a brunch afterward.                                                                                          
 
November 22nd  our Community Thanksgiving Ecumentical Service was held at OLP Church with 
7 other faiths participating.                                                                                                        
 
In December our annual fund raiser, “Cookie and Candy by the # Sale” will be held after both 
Masses along with the KC Pancake Breakfast.                                                                                         
 
We are looking forward to the Deanery Spiritual Day being to be held here at OLP on Saturday, 
March 4th, 2017. We invite all for a day of prayer and fellowship. 

 
 
 

ST. NICHOLAS – New Market 
Sara Bertram 

 
Greetings from St. Nicholas!  We were fortunate to host the Fall Institute in September and 
enjoyed wonderful speakers and fellowship.  We received a beautiful Novena for our State and 
Nation during the Institute and have since distributed it in our bulletins to encourage all to 
spend time in prayer prior to Election Day.   
 
We are supporting local foster children in Scott county again through our giving tree this 
advent, and so appreciate the generosity of our parish to help brighten another's day.   
 
Through promotion of the Southwest Deanery CCW commissions and events we are to seeking 
to offer more options for our women to engage where called, not only at St. Nicholas, but also 
in our deanery and archdiocese.   
 
Continued blessings to all the remainder of 2016! God is good, all the time. 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

MOST HOLY REDEEMER- Montgomery 
Cathy Herrmann 

 
ORGANIZED:   
• Rosary at all monthly meetings with members intentions 
• Contacted all members for adoration on First Fridays 
• Contacted 6 groups for Parish Prayer Line 
• Crowning of Mary at May Meeting 
• Parish Healing Mass/Social 
• Memorial Mass with Candle Lighting Ceremony/Social 
• Donut Sale fundraiser 
• All Parish No Bake Food Sale fundraiser – proceeds to purchase altar breads, wine, candles, 

ashes and palms 
ACTIVITIES:     
• Attend Deanery meetings 
• Filled and collected shoeboxes for Appalachian/Haiti Mission Events 
• Donated quilts, gift basket and clothes to Mission Event 
• Sewing baby diapers for Haiti 
• Collecting and crocheting plastic bags for homeless bedrolls 
• Making baby blankets for baptism, Crocheted cross, baptism vestment, card/gift bag 
• Welcoming new parish members 
• Celebrated CCW Sunday Mass, honoring past pres. and members/Social – wore blue for 

Blessed Virgin Mary 
• Attended Ecumenical Service in Shieldsville/bringing bars 
• Prayer shawls 
• Sunday Bulletin insert of CCW Mission Statement and Responsibilities 
• Speakers at each meeting (during the lunch). Program theme designated.               
• Topic examples: 
   “Choices We Make” – NP Hope House for Needy Families 
  “Spirit of Christianity” – Providing for Homeless Vets 
  “Open Your eyes to the World Around You” – Aging Services 
  “Listen to Your Heart” – Escape to Freedom for Muslim Family 
  “Essence of Holiness” – Lenten Inspiration  
  “Growing in Grace” – Mothers of Priests 
  “Let it Shine” – Montgomery Food Shelf 
• Always use ICE BREAKERS at meetings: popcorn, bingo, white elephant exchange, seed 

package gift, inspirational bookmarks, home-made jelly, food shelf item, etc., to co-
ordinate with THEME of monthly meeting. 

• Correspondence to members after surgery, etc. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST – Jordan 

Eileen Hoy 
 

Greetings from St. John’s the Baptist. Our year here has been rather busy. Our group is not the 
most active, but the ladies are always ready to step up to the plate and help no matter what 
seems to be asked of them, as long as it is not a meeting! Our CCW group hosts most of the 
receptions here at John’s including:  
 
In April, we hosted a light supper after our Confirmation Send Off Mass.  
 
In June we were honored to host a breakfast and reception after our Fr. Joe’s first Mass. We 
were so fortunate to have him here as Deason Joe. His new parish as a priest is very lucky. We 
wish him well !! 
 
November 2nd, All Souls Day is a time to remember our loved ones we lost this past year and 
beyond. We hosted a reception after evening Mass. 
 
December is the month of giving and we sponsor the Giving Tree each year. All gifts collected 
are distributed to area nursing homes, CAP Agency, Juvenile Alternative Center and more. 
 
Dec. 4th is our Annual Christmas Breakfast and Treat Shoppe. Please come and join us from 
8:30 to noon.   

 
 

OUR LADY OF GOOD HELP 
Marlene Dohmen 

 
Our Lady of Good Help had a Military Rosary. We had the Knights of Columbus. It was very 
impressive. 
 
We had a Respect Life Mass with flowers carried up to the altar. Our CCW passed out water and 
donuts at both churches. 
 
Fran Barten had the CCW ladies at her pumpkin patch for a gathering. 
 
On Sunday, November 13th, we had a Harvest Mass with the CCW, KC’s and Catholic United 
Financial all working together together to put on a ham and egg plus cinnamon rolls, orange 
juice and coffee breakfast. 
 
At our meeting in December, we will be bringing pillows, blankets, things for the kitchen, and 
dolls made by our ladies to contribute to a women’s shelter. 

 
 
 
 
 



 
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION - Lonsdale 

Betty Vosejpka 
 

After taking the summer off, we resumed our CCW meetings in September. Five members 
attended the Fall Institute at St. Nicholas in New Market. Also, we made a donation to the Holy 
Cross School Marathon. 
 
Several ladies attended the Mission Event at St. Wenceslaus in New Prague. We brought two 
baskets for the drawing and a car load of items including wooden toys that were from TLC 
Toys for Appalachia. It was a fun evening. 
 
Coming up in December is the Christmas Party for our members at which we have a delicious 
lunch and play games during the evening. Instead of exchanging gifts we bring donations for 
the Lonsdale Food Shelf. Every Christmas season we give poinsettias to the shut-ins in our 
parish. 
 
Our Holiday Bake Sale will be on Saturday and Sunday, Dec. 10th and 11th. This is always a 
great fund raiser with all parishioners asked to bring their holiday goodies. Also that weekend 
we will serve coffee and donuts in honor of the Feast of the Immaculate Conception, our parish 
feast day. 
 
In January we will have our Annual Bingo Sunday. A Salad Luncheon, as a fund raiser, is 
scheduled for Sat., March 11, 2017. We are looking forward to hosting the SW Deanery Open 
Meeting on Thursday, April 20, 2017.  Happy Thanksgiving and a Blessed Christmas Season to 
everyone. 

 
DIVINE MERCY - Faribault 

Cindy Barta 
 
This fall has kept the Divine Mercy CCW busy with various activities. Our funeral lunch group 
continues to offer a very appreciated ministry to grieving families of Divine Mercy. The mission 
sewing group is back in action after taking a much needed summer break. That dedicated 
group makes many quilts, donating the majority to our local St. Vincent de Paul center. We 
again prepared and served a meal for Sharing and Caring Hands.   
 
The generosity of our parishioners continues to impress me when I saw their donations for the 
Appalachian Christmas collection. On behalf of our parish, Gene and Betty Berge delivered 36 
boxes of donations to the semi-trailer headed to Appalachia. At our December meeting we will 
hold a potluck supper and then have a multiple gift drawing (similar to the deanery Mission 
Event). With those proceeds, our CCW will purchase Christmas gifts for a family in our parish.  
We will also be preparing cookie plates for the parish BeFrienders to deliver to the parishioners 
they visit.  
 
Divine Mercy CCW members wish everyone a blessed Christmas season. 
 

 



ST. MARY – Le Center 
Patti Germscheid 

 
St. Mary’s CCW began the year with a general meeting in September. Following Mass, a potluck 
supper, and the business meeting, the members played bingo for donated prizes. Our next 
meeting will be Tuesday, December 6. The highlight is a silent auction with the proceeds going 
into our general fund. We average $125.00 profit from the silent auction. All items are donated 
by our members. Our last general meeting of the year will be in May. Besides Mass, the potluck 
and business meeting, we have installation of officers and a speaker. The board gets together 
once a month from August thru April to take care of business and plan the meetings. 
 
The profits from our fall Hot Dish and Salad Luncheon, which was Thursday, October 6, go to 
various charities, so we are happy that our luncheon was a success. We support the Madonna 
Fund, MCCL, Birthright of Mankato, and several other charities. 
 
In early November, President Patti Germscheid submitted over 1,000 acts of mercy performed 
by our members to the NCCW website. There were many members who submitted their own 
acts and doubtless, there were many acts that did not get submitted. 
 
On Saturday, November 5, we had a special Memorial service for our members who passed 
away since November of 2015. We read the names of members who died in the last ten years. 
After Mass we served a supper that all Mass and service attendees were invited to attend. 
 
Since the beginning of the 2016, our funeral luncheon committee has served ten lunches for 
families. We are fortunate to have a very dedicated group of men and women who make 
sandwiches, set tables, bring food, serve the meal and clean up after the luncheon. Many of the 
same women sing in the choir for the funeral also. 
 
On Tuesday afternoons a talented group of women sew quilts. We give each newborn a quilt. 
So far this year we have given out 15 baby quilts. We also sell quilts throughout the year and 
use a special quilt for a raffle at the Our Lady of Hope February Brunch. This year the brunch 
will be on Sunday, February 5.  Please join us from 8:30 to 11:30. 
 
If you haven’t stopped at St. Mary’s Thrift Store in Le Center, you are missing some great 
bargains! The store is on Main Street, so it is difficult to miss. During the holiday season, we 
have a special Christmas Shop open. Profits from the store are divided between St. Mary’s 
Church, St. Mary’s Cemetery fund and St. Mary’s CCW. Store hours are Tuesday through Friday, 
10:00-4:00. On Wednesdays, the story is open 10:00-7:00. It is also open Saturday mornings, 
10:00-1:00. 
 
Each year in Le Center, the churches get together and sponsor a community ecumenical service 
on the evening before Thanksgiving. St. Mary’s is hosting the event this year and we will be 
serving pumpkin pies and desserts with coffee after the service. 
 
On Sunday, December 4, we will be helping at St. Mary’s Christmas Fair. Our KCs fix a brunch 
of eggs, ham, sausage, French toast and pancakes. We have a bake sale, many raffle and silent 
auction items, games for the children, and a Nativity enactment. Proceeds from the Christmas 
Fair support our Faith Formation program, so many of our ladies generously donate their 
Christmas specialties. 



 



 



 



 



 
 
 

 
NCCW RESOLUTIONS 

 
FOUR RESOLUTIONS WERE ADOPTED BY THE ATTENDEES AT THE 

96th ANNUAL NATIONAL CONVENTION IN INDIANAPOLIS THIS YEAR 
 
I. RESOLUTION: CHILDREN IN ABUSIVE SITUATIONS 
Purpose: To provide information to the National Council of Catholic Women (NCCW) on the 
issues surrounding child abuse and explore what is referred to as Children in Abusive 
Situations. 
Whereas, Pope Francis attended the World Meeting of Families in the United States and called 
on all to restore the sanctity of family life; and 
Whereas, Families are called to grow in love with each other and with God, that their children 
are gifts from God and need to be cared for; 
Resolved, That NCCW members pray for the issues of child abuse; that they partner with their 
Catholic Charities Offices or other social service agencies to educate themselves on the needs 
of children and support or initiate programs to help families in abusive situations; 
Resolved, That NCCW members will work to eliminate all forms of abuse involving children. 
 
II. RESOLUTION: HUMAN TRAFFICKING 
Purpose: To provide information and bring awareness to the alarming problem of Human 
Trafficking which exists world-wide. There are more than 30 million victims of trafficking and 
human slavery. There are more slaves today than at any other time in human history. 
Victimization often includes trafficking for sexual exploitation, child exploitation, forced labor, 
and organ removal. In the U.S. human trafficking is the second largest illegal business just 
behind drug trafficking. In the U.S an estimated 300,000 children yearly are victims of Human 
Trafficking. 
Whereas, The Catechism of the Catholic Church (#2414) states, “The seventh commandment 
forbids acts or enterprises that for any reason … lead to the enslavement of human beings, to 
their being bought, sold and exchanged like merchandise, in disregard for their personal 
dignity”and the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) has made the elimination 
of Human Trafficking a priority; and 
Whereas, On April 10, 2014, Pope Francis stated, “Human trafficking is an open wound on the 
body of contemporary society and a scourge on the Body of Christ … it’s a crime against 
humanity”; 
Resolved, That the NCCW members become more informed about human trafficking and 
advocate for legislation to eradicate human trafficking; 
Resolved, That the NCCW will support victims of Human trafficking with prayer and ministry. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
III. RESOLUTION: IMMIGRATION AND CATHOLIC CHURCH SOCIAL TEACHINGS 
Purpose: To provide information and resources to the NCCW membersip in support of the 
USCCB pastoral statements/guidelines on immigration and promote awareness of the three 
basic principles of Catholic Social Teaching on Immigration, reinforcing our moral obligation to 
treat the stranger as we would treat Christ Himself. To encourage our membership to take 
action to alleviate the suffering of immigrants, refugees, and individuals searching for shelter 
in a land of religious freedom and safety, we shall contemplate the word of God, “I tell you 
solemnly, in so far as you did this to one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did it to 
me.” Matthew 25:40. 
Whereas, People have the desire to migrate to sustain their lives and the lives of their families, 
and each person whould be shown dignity, provided with education, and religious freedom; 
Whereas, A country must regulate its borders and control immigration. We as Catholic women 
recognize immigrants, refugees, unaccompanied children, and other vulnerable populations; 
and 
Whereas, We as Catholic women value the importance of humane enforcement of U.S. 
immigration laws and the treatment of all immigrants and refugees with justice and mercy; 
Resolved, That the NCCW make available through its website, a link to USCCB Catholic Social 
Teachings that could be used at the affiliate level to promote understanding of cultural 
diversity; 
Resolved, That NCCW encourage affiliates to invite foreign born individuals within their 
community to share their stories of relocating to the U.S. and the cultures they left behind; and 
Resolved, That the NCCW website will post a link to the Divine Mercy Chaplet to be prayed at 
the Hour of Mercy (3:00 pm) daily or whenever possible for all God’s suffering immigrants and 
regugees searching for shelter in a land of freedom, safety, and for a just solution by countries 
throughout the world. 
 
IV. RESOLUTION: ENSURING OUR FUTURE 
Purpose:  To establish a program to welcome high school and college age women into the 
National Council of Catholic Women (NCCW). 
Whereas, The NCCW is an organization for all Catholic women; and 
Whereas, This program will provide benefit to the young women as they participate in Council 
programs that enhance their spirituality, leadership, and service and will benefit the NCCW by 
gaining members who may become full members of the NCCW when they exit these programs; 
Resolved: A complete plan will be developed by the NCCW for use by those wishing to start or 
incorporate a high school or college age group into the NCCW structure. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Each of us is an innkeeper who decides if there 
is room for Jesus!   ~ Neal A. Maxwell 



 
ASSOCIATES OF NCCW  

Leona Barten, Executive Board 
 

The Associates of NCCW, Inc. is an individual membership organization designed for Catholic 
women and clergy who wish to strengthen their support of the National Council of Catholic 
Women. It was founded in 1970 to support and encourage religious, educational, civic and 
charitable projects WITHIN the NCCW framework. Funds raised through dues and donations 
each year are used for grants to the NCCW. These funds have been used for projects/programs 
such as  brochures, Legislative Alerts, Bulletin Boards, Catholic Women Magazine inserts and 
other needs. Annual dues is only $15.00! 

 
Any questions about this great organization, please get in touch with me at 
maebarten@yahoo.com or 218-328-5520. 
 
 
 
 
 

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CATHOLIC WOMEN 
MONTHLY CONFERENCE CALL 

 
On the second Wednesday of each month, one of the NCCW’s leadership leads a conference 
call on a different topic. This call is open to all members. The time in our area is 7:00 PM. 
 
Call in number for all calls: 712-432-0375 – Pin 505816 
Times are 5:00 PM (PT), 6:00 PM (MT), 7:00 PM (CT), and 8:00 PM (ET) 
1. If you join the call after the start time, please do not announce yourself despite the 
instruction to do so. 
2. When you join the call, please mute your phone by pressing *6. You can take the phone off 
mute if you wish to speak by pressing *6 again. 
 
Please be respectful of all on the call and mute your end of the call and just listen. This is a 
great way to stay up to date on all that is happening at the National Council level. If you are 
curious about past calls, there are summaries of the calls on the NCCW web page under the 
‘about us’ button. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“Waiting is a period of learning. The longer we wait, the more we hear 
about Him for whom we are waiting.”                             
~ Henri Nouwen 



 

 

 
 
 

SAINT TERESA’S CANONIZATION 
A Major Event of the Jubilee of Mercy 

 
Known as the “saint of the gutters”, Saint Teresa was revered for ministering to the sick and 
the dying in some of the world’s poorest neighborhoods. She was an icon of God’s tender 
mercy radiating the light of God’s love to so many through the works of mercy, both material 
and spiritual. From heaven she continues to fulfill her mission as she “lights the light of those 
in darkness on earth.” With her canonization, the Church presents her as a model and 
intercessor of those who, like her, “long to light the fire of love and peace throughout the 
world.”  
 
She can be taken as a patron saint especially for those who are most in need of God’s mercy. 
May she inspire all of us to continue to live and deepen our awareness of being in need of 
mercy and our willingness to extend mercy in our communities, in our families and in our 
service of the poor. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

On November 20, 2016, the Solemnity of Christ the King, the Closing Mass of the Jubilee of 
Mercy was celebrated by Pope Francis at St. Peter’s Basilica. 



 
ANGELS OF MERCY 

 
A – Activities, Action, Asking: Living for the NOW!  It is the “AGE of MERCY” 
N – Nurture: Care/Attend for Growth and Radiate the Love which Christ has given to us.  
G – Giving/Volunteering: Get off the couch. God has a mission for you… no matter what your 
age. Get over yourself – we are to serve others. 
E – Educate/Evangelize: Receive the message, process it, live it and share it. Be the eyes, hands 
and feet of Jesus. 
L – Love and learning: Share scripture and stories. 
S – Salvation: What we are all striving to obtain throughout our lives. Angels are messengers of 
God. He used angels to intervene in the lives of men and women. Our faith is strengthened by 
what we do for others – our acts of love and without God’s mercy we cannot obtain everlasting 
salvation. We are to strive to become saints. 

 
 
 
 
 

EMBRACE – Corporal Works of Mercy 
 

Pope Francis gave the Church a specific task in which to participate in the Year of Mercy: 
“Rediscover the richness encompassed by the corporal and spiritual works of mercy”  
 
Corporal Works of Mercy: Feed the Hungry ~ Give Drink to the Thirsty ~ Clothe the Naked ~ 
Shelter the Homeless ~ Visit the Sick ~ Visit the Imprisoned ~ Bury the Dead. 
 
Spiritual Works of Mercy: Instruct the Ignorant ~ Counsel the Doubtful ~ Admonish Sinners 
~Bear Wrongs Patiently ~ Forgive Offenses Willingly ~ Comfort the Afflicted ~ Pray for the 
Living and Dead. 
 
While some tasks on the list might seem more daunting than others, it is important that none 
are neglected by the Church. “Visit the imprisoned” is often a task that gets tagged as someone 
else’s responsibility. However, several parishes in our archdiocese have been working to 
develop a stronger comitment to this ministry with EMBRACE. 
 
EMBRACE is a program designed to help former offenders transition to life after prison. It is a 
new ministry that attests to the corporal work of mercy of visiting the imprisoned, to anticipate 
doing more to help them return to society.  
 
The acronyn EMBRACE stands for Eucharist, Mercy, Brotherhood, Restoration, Action, 
Compassion and Encouragement. 
 

  
  



 
 

                    THE POPE’S PRAYER INTENTIONS 
 
 
 

2016 
DECEMBER  
Universal: End to Child-Soldiers 
That the scandal of child-soldiers may be eliminated the world over. 
Evangelation: Europe 
That the peoples of Europe may rediscover the beauty, goodness, and truth of the Gospel 
which gives joy and hope to life. 
 
2017 
JANUARY  
Christian Unity 
That all Christians may be faithful to the Lord’s teaching by striving with prayer and fraternal 
charity to restore ecclesial communion and by collaborating to meet the challenges facing 
humanity. 
 
FEBRUARY  
Comfort for the Afflicted 
That all those who are afflicted, especially the poor, refugees, and marginalized, may find 
welcome and comfort in our communities. 
 
MARCH  
Support for Persecuted Christians 
That persecuted Christians may be supported by the prayers and material help of the whole 
Church. 
 
APRIL  
Young People 
That young people may respond generously to their vocations and seriously consider offering 
themselves to God in the priesthood or consecrated life. 
 
MAY 
Christians in Africa 
That Christians in Africa, in imitation of the Merciful Jesus, may give prophetic witness to 
reconciliation, justice and peace. 
 
JUNE 
National Leaders 
That national leaders may firmly commit themselves to ending the arms trade, which victimizes 
so many innocent people. 

 
 



 
 
JULY 
Lapsed Christians 
That our brothers and sisters who have strayed from the faith, through our prayer and witness 
to the Gospel, may rediscover the merciful closeness of the Lord and the beauty of the 
Christian life. 
 
AUGUST 
Artists 
That artists of our time, through their ingenuity, may help everyone discover the beauty of 
creation. 
 
SEPTEMBER 
Parishes 
That our parishes, animated by a missionary spirit, may be places where faith is communicated 
and charity is seen. 
 
OCTOBER 
Workers and the Unemployed 
That all workers may receive respect and protection of their rights, and that the unemployed 
may receive the opportunity to contribute to the common good. 
 
NOVEMBER 
Christians in Asia 
That Christians in Asia, bearing witness to the Gospel in word and deed, may promote 
dialogue, peace, and mutual understanding, especially with those of other religions. 
 
DECEMBER 
The Elderly 
That the elderly, sustained by families and Christian communities, may apply their wisdom and 
experience to spreading the faith and forming the new generations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
PRAYER FOR PRESIDENT–ELECT DONALD TRUMP 

Chaplain Ken Beale 
FORT SNELLING MEMORIAL CHAPEL 

 
 

On the first Sunday following the General Election on November 8th  
Chaplain Ken Beale offered this prayer for President-Elect Donald Trump 

from the pulpit of the historic Fort Snelling Memorial Chapel. 
 
God of our fathers: We unite our hearts and minds in prayer for our newly elected President of 
the United States. May no weapon formed against him prosper. Shield him and his family from 
any threat to their lives … by hiding them in the shadow of Your wing. 
 
Lord, You have said, “If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally 
and without reproach and it will be given to him.” (James 1:5)  
 
On behalf of President-Elect Donald Trump, we pray for him to have wisdom, discernment, and 
knowledge for every decision he makes.  
 
Give him strength so he does not grow weary in well doing.  
 
Give him humility so he will not become proud.  
 
Give him direction so he will not lose his way.  
 
Give him favor with the people and other world leaders so he will be a uniter and not a divider.  
 
Enable him to unfailingly be a leader who moves in the truth – because he has aligned himself 
with the Spirit of Truth.  
 
Cause him to build on the solid foundation of Your steadfast Word.  
 
May he always recognize evil and call it what it is … so that he will “reign in righteousness” and 
“rule with justice.” (Isaiah 32:1) 
 
We pray as well for each one of his advisors to always be able to give him wise and timely 
counsel. May each of his men and women be people of integrity, honesty, discernment, and 
understanding. May their desire always be God’s best interest for this nation. May they lean not 
on their own understanding, but seek Your wisdom in all matters … for Your Word tells us,  
“wisdom is a defense” (Eccl. 7:12) 
 
Lord, we know that our enemy seeks to destroy and divide, and to create disharmony through 
ignorance and hatred. We pray that Your Spirit of love and respect would prevail in this 
country. Let it begin with Your Kingdom. For we ask this all in the high and holy name of Jesus, 
for whom the United States was founded and formed to glorify. Amen 
 



 



 



 


